Geography 472

 

Assignment 1

 

Map Critique
 
Due: one week today, at the beginning of lecture. 
Percentage: 7.5% of final grade

 

Purpose

The purpose of this assignment is to have you all review basic elements of cartographic design, as found in the Introduction to Cartography Textbooks (Elements of Cartography, Thematic Mapping and Geographic Visualization, and Thematic Map Design); apply these principles to a print or web thematic map of your choice; and to have you think critically about map design.

 

Readings

 

The readings for this assignment are:

 

Tufte, E. (2006) Beautiful Evidence, Graphic Press, pp. 122-139

*Slocan, Thematic Cartography and Geographic Visualization, Ch. 1 (1.2,1.2,1.3), Ch. 10 and Ch 11

 *Dent, B. Thematic Map Design, McGraw-Hill (any edition), Chapters on Graphic Design, colour (Dent's book is on reserve in the GIC)

*Robinson, A. Elements of Cartography,
* pick one of these books: required reading for those who did not take 372; skim review for those who did
 

Assignment

 

You are to find a recently produced thematic map (versus a reference map), and in two pages (not more than 600 words), present a critique of the map.  Your critique should include a discussion of the topics presented on the Map Design Evaluation Checklist (below).Hand in your checklist with your map and assignment. 
You are to hand in: your map, and essay, map design evaluation checklist
If you are unable to print out your map, email me the link to your map. 

 

 

Map Design Evaluation Checklist
Rate each as Poor, Adequate, Good or Excellent:


Rating


Comments

Overall visual impression:

· General appearance

· Balance of map elements on the page

· Effective contrast and visual hierarchy

· Appropriate and pleasant colour choices

· Effective linework

· Effective typography

Ease of comprehension of theme and data:

· Appropriate map type

· Appropriate symbolization

· Visual hierarchy matches intellectual hierarchy

· Explanatory title

· Legend complete and easy to use

· Extras (eg. graphs, text, illustrations) are effective

Necessary map elements present and effective:

· Title and subtitle

· Scale

· Indication of north / Graticule

· Data source

· Projection stated

· Classification method stated

· Symbol scaling method stated
Data appropriately standardized, projected, 
generalized, classified, symbolized:

· Classification scheme is appropriate
· Projection is appropriate
· Base data is appropriate
· Level of generalization is appropriate
Other comments:

