
ryxUkw isMG 

myrw nW ryxUkw isMG hY[ mYN id`lI ivc pYdw hoeI sW, pr myry mwqw ipqw pwrtISn qoN 
bwAd eyQy id`lI mweIgryt kIqy sn qy mYN id`lI ivc hI pVI hW[ skUiLMg vI eyQy kIqw, 
kOlj vI eyQy kIqw qy AwpxI ijhVI hwier stf̀Ij ny, fOktryt vI idl̀I iv`c jvwhr 
lwl XUnIvristI qoN kIqw, ij`Qy ik mYN A`jk`l pVHw rhI hW auQy mYN pRoPysr AwP 
soswElojI hYgI AW[ 

myry ipqw jI pMjwbI dy Awpxy tweIm dy sB qoN v`fy Aqy cMgy pbilSr hYgy sn, ijhnW ny 
pMjwbI s`iBAwcwr ijhVw, ie`k id`lI Sihr dy iv`c kwiem kIqw[ auhnW ny swry pMjwbI dy 
ijMny vI AYmInYNt rweItrj, quhwnUM ijhVy hux imldy ny, auh kI kihMdy ny, auhnW dI ie`k 
qrW dI dyx hYgI Aw[ He fathered, I think, the major Punjabi writers. eys kwrn myrI ijhVI 
pribrS eI Aw, auh ies mwhOl ivc hoeI AY ik mYN rweItrj, Awritsts, pOlytIASn 
nUM dyK dyK ky v`fI hoeI AW[ Literature runs in my blood. 

Actually myry ipqw jI, Bwpw pRIqm isMG, auhI pihly sBw dy cyArmYn sn Aqy auhnW ny eI 
Awpxw swrw, ie`k qrW dw qusIN kih skdy ho kimtmYNt dy nwl, ifvoSn dy nwl, ieh eyQy 
Bvn iqAwr kIqw qW ik rweItrj iml bYT skx, AwpxIAW goStIAW kr skx qy 
ijhVw pMjwbI klcrl sIn hYgw jy, auh iek srtyn (you know) p`Dr dw hovy, auhdy bwry 
auhnW ny pUrw Xqn kIqw[ qy aus qoN bwAd kI khIdw vy, mYnUM ienf`kt kIqw igAw, 
ijhVy kmytI dy lok sn, auhnW ny soicAw ik mYN vI Xogdwn dy skdI hW[ so 2005 qoN mYN 
sBw dI cyArprsn hYgI AW[ pihly pwpw jI ny pRogrwm SurU kIqy sn, auhI AsIN kwiem 
r`Ky hoey ny, pr AsIN keI cIjW hor AYkspYNf kIqIAW ny, for instance auhnW dy tweIm 
AsIN lwiebryrIj pMjwb dy ipMfW c clw rhy sI qW ik cMgw iltrycr auQy logW nUM 
phuMcwieAw jwey, auhnW ivc readership pYdw kIqI jwey, reader (you know), interest pYdw 
kIqw jwey ik auh kuJ cMgw pVn ilKx qy hux AsIN 200 lwiebryrIj clw rhy hW, so 
(you know) ieMnw AsIN AYkspYNf kr ilAw[ ies qoN ielwvw AsIN pMjwbI dy rweItrj ny, 
auhnW nUM PYloiSps idMdy AW[ At a time swfIAW koeI ds ku PYloiSps cl̀dIAW rihMdIAW 
ny, more or less[ AOr iek spYSl PYloiSp vI id`qI jWdI Aw, bVy sInIAr rweItr nUM[ 
iPr iek kuAwtrlI iltryrI mYgjIn AsIN k`Fdy AW smkwlI swihq[ ies qoN ielwvw 
AsIN kwlj dy ijhVy nIfI b`cy ny nw, auhnW nUM skOlriSp vI dyny AW pMjwbI pVn vwsqy[ 
bwkI AsIN hr mhIny auQy rYgUlrlI iltryrI goStI krdy AW ijQy rweItrj nUM bulwieAw 
jWdw, auQy auh AwpxIAW rcnwvW pVdy ny[ iPr pwpw jI dy auqy AsIN hr swl mYmorIAl 
lYkcr krvweIdw vy auhnW dI ijhVI AYnIvrsrI hYgI Aw[ ies qoN ielwvw soSl vI 
iek bVw rol hYgw vw ik AsIN AYnUAlI iek Du`p dI mihPl eyQy krIdI AY, ijhdy iv`c 
Awlmost 150 qoN 200 ivc log rweItrj iek`Ty huMdy ny[ do jW iqMn rweItrj nUM AsIN 
AYnUAlI AOnr vI krIdw vy[ auhdy ivc auhnW nUM kuC pYsy deIdy ny, mYNmto deIdw[ bwkI 
swfI auQy lwiebryrI AY[ lokIN Aw ky swfI lwiebryrI iesqymwl krdy ny[ AsIN kI khIdw 
vy, ikqwbW auDwr, AwaUtilt vI rìKAw ik lokW nUM 50% dy auqy pMjwbI dI ikqwb idqI 
jwey jo prweIs AY ikqwb dI[ so AsIN ieh rYgUlrlI kMtrIibaUt krdy AW ik ssqI 
ikqwb logW nUM imly qW ik auhnW dy ivc pVn dI rucI hovy AOr qW ik b`icAW nUM vI koeI 
ijAwdw prObilm nw hovy ikqwbW lYx dI[ auhdw iek Awpxw bVw, (you know), v`fw rol 



AY ik iehnW sohxw AYtmOsPIAr idqw igAw vy[ I think auhdw bVw v`fw rol hYgw vy to 

sensitize people towards so many issues. 

AOrqW dy ivSy ivc Koj kIqI AY, kwPI ikqwbW kIqIAW ny[ AOr aus qoN ielwvw myrw 
ijhVw ientrst AY auh buDiejm ivc bVw AY AOr mYN dlweIlwmw nwl iml ky bhuq 
ikqwbW kIqIAW, ienPYkt quhwfy XU AYS ey AOr kYnyfw ivc vI myrIAW ikqwbW CpIAW 
hoeIAW auhnW nwl[ dunIAW dIAW swrIAW jubwnW ivc trWslyt hoeIAW ny spYinS, PrYNc, 
ietwlIAn, I will give you names. qy A`jk`l mYN ie`k ikqwb qy kMm kr rhI hW- 
ieMtrnYSnl mYirj, krOs klcrl mYirj ijQy mYN dyK rhI hW ik ijhVy ihMdusqwnI 
Pornrj nwl ivAwhy hoey ny, auh ikho ijhy (you know) challanges ivcoN gujr rhy ny jW 
auhnW dw auho ijhI mYirj qy kI prOimsjj ny, kI AtYrkSn hYgI Aw, ikauN lokI ies, 
(you know) str`kcr ivc bMny jWdy ny, from sociological point of view.  

bwkI ieQy id`lI dy ivc mYfItySn sYNtr hY, auhdI mYN fwierYktr vI hYgI AW qy ijhdy ik 
myn gurU swfy dlweIlwmw jI hYgy Aw, isrP iPlsOpI nhIN, in practical also mYnUM l`gdw hY 
ik mYfItySn A`jk`l dy tweIm ivc bhuq jrUrI hYgI Aw swirAW vwsqy[ Agr qusIN 
pwgl nhIN hoxw cwhuMdy ho, ieMnw mqlb vrk prYSr, tYnSnj AYNf hIilMg dI vI jrUrq 
hYgI AY, auhdy vwsqy mYnUM l`gdw hY ik mYfItySn bhuq jrUrI hY[ 

pMjwbI dw, dyKo do lYvl qy mYN iehdw krweIss smJdI AW[ ie`k krweIsj qW hYgw ik 
pMjwbI log ny, auh pYsw Krc ky lY ky ikqwb pVnw nhIN cwhuMdy[ auhnW nUM nw, idlcspI 
nhIN AY, auh pYsw Krcky Swied AMgryjI dI ikqwb pVnw cwhuMdy Aw[ dUsrw, ijhVy log 
ny bVy G`t pMjwbI ivc (you know) cMgw ilKxw jwndy ny AOr ilKdy ny[ They, some of them, 

guilty (writing) in their own mother tongue, I don’t now why? May be there is not enough money in 

it, they think ik AMgryjI ivc ijAwdw pYsw vy jW koeI hor jubwn ivc ihMdI iv`c jW bMgwlI 
jW kI khIdw milAwlm ivc[ ies krky auQy rIjnl lYNgUeyjj ivc lokIN ijAwdw ilKdy 
ny, pr pMjwbI ivc ieh iek ijhVw economic incentive ijhVw auhdI QoVI ijhI kmI AY, 
but on the other hand ijhVw krweIsj mYN dyKdI hW ik auh hr dUsrw bMdw pMjwbI c 
ilKdw, ieh vI bVw vf̀w krweIss hY ik rIfriSp hYnI AOr hr bMdw rweItr bixAw 
hoieAw pMjwb dy ivc vI AOr eyQy vI qy bwhr vI[ pr jst bIkOj ik koeI cIj qusIN 
AYksprYs krky Awpxy sO pyj ilK rhy E, its not work of literature, so you know these two 

extremes I find. 

AsIN qy Awpxy vloN dyKo pUrI koiSS kr rhy hW ik ijhVw iek rucI hYgI Aw pVn dy ivc 
pVn ilKx ivc auh pYdw kIqI jwvy, AOr ieh b`icAW qoN eI SurU kIqI jwey[ AsIN eysy 
kwrn b`icAW dIAW ikqwbW bhuq Byjdy AW lwiebryrIj dy ivc[ auh bVIAW pwpUlr vI 
ny[ b`cy AWdy vI ny lwiebryrIj ivc, kwPI pVdy ilKdy ny qy ho skdw vf̀y ho ky auhnW dy 
ivc kI khIdw vy koeI ieh jwg lg̀ jwey qy auhnW nUM ieh pVn dI ibmwrI l`g jwvy, 
who knows? 

iPr kIqw qy bVw kuJ jw skdw[ iek qy pyirMts nUM Kud pMjwbI dy they should proud of 

Punjabi language and culture, which unfortunately they are not, ijs qrW bMgwlI jdoN imldy ny 
Awps dy ivc, auh hmySw bMgwlI c g`l krdy ny jW qwmIlIAnj imldy ny auh qwiml dy 
ivc g`l krdy ny[ isrP pMjwbI imldy ny qW AMgryjI dy ivc g`l krdy ny, pqw nhIN auh 



ieMny styts kOnSIAs ny ik bìcAW nwl AsIN pMjwbI c g`l kIqI qy we will not be 

accepted AOr pyirMts Awpxy b`icAW nwl nI g`l krdy, iPr qusIN b`icAW nUM pVw nhIN rhy 
auh, auh vwly skUlj ivc nhIN Byj rhy[ ijs qrW ik myry pyirMts ny mYnUM vI ieMgilS 
mIfIAm skUl ivc pVwieAw hY, bt mYnUM nwl pMjwbI vI pVweI sI[ Awp myry ipqw jI 
mYnUM isKwdy sI kwiedw lY ky AWdy sn qy kihMdy sI nhIN pV bYT ky qUM vI iehnUM, eys 
kwrn (you know), mYnUM Aw geI ey[ Gr ivc vI AsIN pMjwbI boldy sI[ bwkI swry pMjwbI 
rweItrj vI ieQy AWdy sI, auhdw vI mYnUM (you know) bVw Pwiedw hoieAw[ Akpojr hYgw 
sI[ so (you know) my vI b`icAW dw nw ijhVw AYkspojr hoxw bhuq jrUrI hY[ AOr A`jk`l 
qy mIfIAw dw qusIN dyKo, tYlIivXn cYnlj swrw kuJ qy auQy vI ijhVw kuAwltI pRogrwm AY 
nw, that’s missing. I think auh vwly pwsy iDAwn dyx dI loV AY, ijhdw qW ik nw iempYkt 
b`icAW dy auqy pvy qW ik jdoN v`fy hox AotomYtIklI (you know), auh aus pwsy iKcy jwx[ 

donoN dyKo Kqrw vI ey qy rOSnI vI AY[ ikauNik Kqrw hYgw vy, ies kwrn (you know) kI 
khIdw vy iehdy auqy kMMm krnw peygw, AOr eyhnUM rOSn krnw peygw so I think they go hand 

in hand ijhVy log ieh cYlYNj nUM AsYpt krngy I am sure they will contribute in the future. So 

I am not pessimistic, but lots to be done for it. nwly iek nw, mYN dyiKAw ijs qrW 60s-70s ivc 
pMjwbI iltrycr pYdw hoieAw AOr qusIN may be mod 80s q`k vI kih skdy ho, auh iek 
dOr sI ijhVY c bVy rweItrj nw auBr ky Awey ny, bVy aucy p`Dr dy[ auh hux nhIN ho 
irhw qy ieh myrw iKAwl socx dI jrUrq AY ik kI kwrn AY? kI logW dI lweIP bVI 
kMplyst ho geI ey ik they are unable to you know create great piece of literature. ieh koeI 
dOr dy ivc kI kmI AY, kI prObilm AY, post mOfrinst dOr ijhVw kI iehdy ivc 
ikauN nhIN viDAw iltrycr[ tWvW tWvW ieDr auDr hY vy, bt mYN iek g`l kr rhI hW 
ijhdy ivc iek dm swrw kuJ blOsm krdw ey, aus cIj dI kmI AY[ I don’t know iks 
qrW conditions hwlwq koeI bdlxgy ijhVy koeI ieho ijhy rweItrj nUM (you know) pYdw 
krngy[ auh hwlwq kMfISnj vI (you know) bVIAW jrUrI huMdIAW ny, shI kMfISnj 
ijhVIAW ik pYdw krdIAW ny[ 

pr mYN iek hor vI g`l dyKI ey ik ijhVw ieMfIAn pMjwbI fwiesporw hYgw vy, (you know) 
auhnW nUM sgoN ijAwdw SOk ciVAw hoieAw vy, pMjwbI Apxwx dw, pMjwbI c ilKx dw, 
AwpxI ijhVI pMjwbIAq AY Aw nw auhnUM kwiem r`Kx dw, Swied eys kwrn ik auhnW 
vwsqy iek AwiefYNttI dw kuAscn auQy ho jWdw vw[ eys kwrn auh auhdy nwl ijAwdw 
(you know) juVnw cWhdy ny jW juVy rihMdy ny it give them sense of identity over there, otherwise 

you know they feel ik ijhVw auQy plUrilstk klcr hYgw vy AYQyink iesrSn swrI hoeI 
jw rhI hY, auhnW nUM l`gdw hY ik auhnW vI krnI cwhIdI hY, PrYNc, ietwlIAn, spYinS 
auh AwpxI iesrSn kr rhy ny, bySk imlitMg puAwieMt vI hovygw XU AYs iv`c vyKo or if 

you want to see people auhdy ivc vI qusIN AwpxI hoNd dw ikqy nw ikqy (you know) fIplI 
Aihsws krnw cWhdy E[ pr auQoN dy log mYN dyKy ijAwdw kMjrvyitv ny kMpYritv tU Awr 
pIpl[ swfI eyQy hor qrW dI qr`kI hoeI AY, AsIN hor qrW vYstrnweIj hoey AW[ auQy 
auh vYst ivc rih ky vI nw, Awpxw ieh kI khIdw kMjryitviejm nw, auhnUM bkrwr 
auhnW ny r`iKAw vy[ auh ijhVw ie`k, bVy G`t PYimlIj ivc auh quhwnUM AYtmOsPIAr 
quhwnUM imldw, mYN dyiKAw[ ieQoN eI auQy jw ky iek ipMf vs igAw AY kYnyfw ivc spYSlI, 
jo st`fIj ny auhnUM So krdIAW ny[ qy lweIP stweIl cyNj krnw eynw Awswn nhIN hYgw, 
mYN dyiKAw auQy logW nUM, Kwxw, pIxw pihxnw, it takes time. AOr eysy krky mYN dyK rhI hW 



bwhr ieMtr-jnrySl kOnPilkt bhuq vD rhy ny, AOr ieMglYNf ivc c ijs qrW qusIN 
suxdy E ik sueysweIf ryt bVw ho igAw[ b`icAW nUM qusIN auQy pVw rhy E, ilKw rhy E, 
auQoN dy auh rihxw sihxw pihxnw sB kuJ hYgw, pr jdoN mYirj dI g`l AWdI AY, audoN 
qusIN AryNj mYirj bìcAW dI krnw cWhdy E, so I think there is tremendous conflict between 

these generations. This tension is there, auhnW nUM l`gdw ik pMjwbIAq mInj ik qusIN gurU gRMQ 
swihb nUM prIjrb krky r`Ko iblkul AOr auh vI auhnUM iek rlIjIAs puAwieMt AwP 
ivaU qoN, not as a piece of literature, auQy quhwnUM prIjrb krn dw trIfISn prIjrb kIqI 
jw rhI AY, AOr eyQy kI khIdw vy, myrw iKAwl ey ik ijhVI trIfISn AY auhnUM iek qrW 
dw qusIN kih skdy E kI reinterpret kIqw jw irhw, reinvent kIqw jw irhw, reimagine kIqw 
jw irhw in many ways. 

Agr qusIN rlIjIAs nhIN E, grMQ swihb nUM piVAw vy, auhnUM smiJAw vy, quhwfI iek 
AwpxI lweIP ivc ethics develop ho jWdw AY, iek auhI nvW qrIkw AY jIx dw ik qusIN 
AwpxI smJ dy muqwibk ik ijhVw AYiQkkl AYlIimMt AY auhdw k`F lIqw jW iltryrI 
AYlIimMt k`F lIqw AY jW pulItIkl AYlIimMt kF̀ lIqw jW siprcUAl AYlIimMt k`F 
lIqw[ so ieh qdI AWdw vy jdoN quhwfw iek swieMtyiPk Aproc hovy you have to be open 

minded socx dw ijhVw kMm ey nw, auh bVw muSkl ey AOr bVw pynPul hYgw, ijhVw ik 
koeI nI krnw cWhdw[ auh hr cIj bxI bxweI rYfImyf logW nUM iml jwey, iek POrmUlw 
iml jwey KuS rihx dw qy mkYnIklI qusIN ircuAl ivc pY jwE jW Awpxy mMqr pVny SurU 
kr idE jW isrP kIrqn suxo, auhdw mqlb nhIN smJo, (you know) it’s pointless. so ieh 
socx dw kMm bhuq jrUrI hYgw ijMdgI ivc[ nhIN qW jo smwj ivc pirskrweIb kIqw 
igAw, lokIN auhI rsqy auqy c`lI jw rhy ny[ qusIN log Agr skUL ivc jubwn pVwnI SurU 
kr idE, bhuq cMgw hoiegw, bìcAW vwsqy[ dUsrw ijhVw sYkUlr iltrycr hYgw vy auh 
auQy nw kI khIdw nw, mMgvwE lwiebryrIj dy ivc, AOr auQy mYN dyiKAw auh ijhVy log 
gey ny eIvn Xorp dy ivc they feel so emotionally deprived qy auh iPr ijhVw imaUjk 
AsIN eyQy nhIN suxdy Aw auh auQy sux rhy ny mYN dyiKAw[ pr eyQy jdoN rihMdy Aw ieQy nhIN 
suxdy auh, auQy kuJ vI iml jwey pMjwbI ivc, auh suxn nUM iqAwr ny, iPr BYVw cMgw ijs 
qrW vI[ qy ieh ijhVI BuK hYgI ey bwhr logW dI myrw iKAwl ey iehnUM bVy isvlweIjf 
FMg nwl, bVy aucy p`Dr qy (you know) auhnW nUM sMquStI id`qI jw skdI ey[ pr iek g`l 
hY swfy ijhVy ihMdI c isnymw jgq hY, auhdy ivc mYN ipCly 20 swlW qoN dyK rhI hW 
ijhVI qbdIlI bVI vf̀I AweI ey, auh ieh ik hr gwxw ijhVw ihMdI isnymw bOlIvùf dw 
pwpUlr dw, auhdy c pMjwbI dI ie`k lweIn jrUr huMdI Aw[ auh sMboilk, (you know), cIj 
eyQy kwPI auBr ky AweI ey swfy ihMdusqwn dy ivc, ijhVI ik cMgI g`l ey[ 

So dUsrw myrw iKAwl ey ieh ijhVw Awpxw pwiksqwn ivc ijhVI pMjwbI bolI jWdI ey, 
ieDr ihMdusqwn ivc, ieh logW dw vI mYnUM l`gdw ieMtrAYkSn jy vDy, bVw Prk peygw 
pMjwbI jubwn dy auqy, more meetings, more dialogues, more conferences, more cultural events, 
myl jol vDxw cwhIdw vy[ iemyjn pMjwb pihlW swrw ieko hYgw sI qy ieh qW 
AwrtIiPSAl eI Aw nw bwaUNfrI hYgI Aw[ 
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