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Abstract: King Edward I, the king of England from 1272 until his death in 1307, was being described by the seventeenth century as the ‘English Justinian’ and was still so being described in the early twentieth century. This might have been because later generations believed the assertion of the compiler of the contemporary English law book, Britton, that[image: image1.jpg]


 his treatise represented an official summary of English law specifically authorised by the king and was thus an English parallel to the Corpus Iuris Civilis. It might also have been, as Edward Coke suggested, because Edward I‘s reign was particularly fertile in major legislation and much of that legislation emphasised the king’s involvement in its enactment.  In this paper Brand shows why no such official authority can be ascribed to Britton and the evidence suggesting that Edward had at most a minor part in the framing of the legislation enacted during his reign. Edward has also sometimes been thought to have played a significant role in the working of the court held coram rege (‘in the presence of the king’), the court of King’s Bench, but Brand's presentation provides  reasons for thinking that this too was not the case. 
Selected  publications:
·  Plea Rolls of the Exchequer of the Jews, vol. VI (2005)
· Kings, Barons and Justices: The Making and Enforcement of Legislation in Thirteenth-Century England (2003)
· The Earliest English Law Reports, vols. I-IV (Selden Society, vols. 111, 112, 122, 123, 1995-6, 2005-7)
· The Making of the Common Law (1992)
· The Origins of the English Legal Profession (1992)

