FREN 101:
the iLrn exercises
Last revised: 2013-09-24
These notes may be revised and reissued to you, in response
to feedback from students and instructors. This is a flexible
course!
Questions, comments: email juliet.obrien@ubc.ca

The general plan
●

All the iLrn exercises = 10% of your final grade

●

“Textbook” exercises
= 5-20% of that 10% (= 0.5 -2% of your final grade),
depending on section/instructor
(Ó Brien / section 107 = 10%)

●

“eSAM” / WB exercises*
= 80-95% of that 10% (=8-9.5% of your final grade),
depending on section/instructor
(Ó Brien / section 107 = 90%)

* eSAM = electronic student activities manual
= WB = workbook : the same thing

General recommendations
●

I (Ó Brien) would recommend spending +/- one hour a day on
exercises, every day. With one day off, two days off if you've finished
all the exercises on that week's work...
Bear in mind that for most university courses, it is usually expected
that students spend (at least) 2 hours on work outside the classroom
for every hour spent in the classroom.

●

Do not spend two or three hours, or more, on French exercises!
If you find that you are spending 1 ½ hours per day, that's a lot and
more than is expected of you.
Language work requires intense concentration and focus, and a welloxygenated brain. This kind of work is usually not compatible with
long periods of time: it is generally better to work in shorter periods,
with regular breaks.
It is also inadvisable to do all your exercises in one giant block, for
example at the weekend, or right before a due date. This is not a
long-distance endurance test!

The textbook exercises
●
●

●

●

= 5-20%, depending on section/instructor
Some of these exercises will have been done in class, some will
be more mechanical exercises that can be done on your own, at
home. This is so that we can spend more time on class on the
more interactive exercises, that is, those that you couldn't do on
your own at home.
They're for practice, to reinforce class work. You may find them
easiest to do after class: later that day or the next morning.
I (Ó Brien) would recommend doing as much as you can in 30
minutes. If you have not finished by then, stop. The textbook
exercises are lower priority, and besides, you can always return
to them in your eBook (rather than in “Assignment calendar”).

The WB exercises
●

= 80-95%, depending on section/instructor

●

These are for practice too.

●

●

●

●

They are the ones that count for more marks, so they are worth
spending more time on
BUT not more than 1 ½ hours per day ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM.
Remember to take breaks: I would recommend doing exercises
for 30-45 minutes, then take a break—stretch, have a cup of
tea, go for a run—then do another 30 minutes AT THE MOST
after that.
As with any activity: if you are tired, stop.

Where? Go to “Assignment calendar”
and click “View by date”

(screenshot above = for section 107: your section's calendar
and what you see may differ)

For all the exercises:
●

●

●

●

●

You will have three attempts for every exercise.
Only the final attempt is graded: and the answers will then
appear.
Exercises will have a due date: these deadlines will vary from
section to section, depending on how the exercises have been
organized.
(Ó Brien / section 107 version follows later in these slides.)
Once a due date has passed, it will change to a date in
December.
This means that you can redo any exercise for revision:
- You could, for example, work on it once after class, at some point
that week.
- You could then redo it before your test on that chapter (or the
midterm exam).
- You could then redo it again before the final exam.*
* Extra exercises can also be set for revision in December if you so desire.

Which exercises to do and when?
●

Depending on your instructor and how they
have organized your exercises, you may see:

1. Exercises organized day by day
2. Exercises organized week by week, to be completed by
the next Monday
3. Exercises organized in larger blocks, with exercises on
each chapter to be completed by the date of that chapter's
test
4. Exercises to be completed by the end of term (end of the
December exam period)

How are the exercises graded?
●

●

The grade you see on iLrn will change through the term, as you
complete exercises: you start with a score of 0 and it progresses from
there. So do not worry if you have done well in exercises and your
grade is low... wait until the end!
VERY IMPORTANT: The final grade you see on iLrn is NOT your final
mark for the online-exercises-portion of the course!!!
Marks for the exercises will be scaled and calibrated, and always
upwards. So, for example, if you have completed at least 75% of the
exercises and have at least 75% on those you have done, you should
get 10/10.
This is to encourage you to do the exercises, in a relaxed way,
regularly, without worrying about them too much.

●

The online-exercise mark will only be calculated at the end of the
term, so that all your work that term—including your pre-exam
revision work—can count.

Suggested sequence and pace
●

●

●

●

●

The example that follows = Ó Brien / section 107.
Exercises have been divided up into sets of approximately 5
exercises per day.
Each set of exercises is on the work in one compétence (or
other part of a chapter, such as the lecture and culture
sections).
Exercises alternate between the Textbook exercises and the
WB ones: alternating lighter and heavier homework days.
In some weeks, there are fewer or no exercises. Reasons:

- if you have one of your FREN 101 Compositions due for the next week
- to give you a few lighter weeks, as you may have more midterm work in
other courses!

(sequence and pace, continued)
●

●

●

●

●

●

Due date: approximately a week after we've worked on the
compétence in question in class.
You may do the exercises at any time before then!
You may find it useful, for example, to do the textbook exercises
the same day we've worked on that compétence in class; and to
do the WB exercises the day after.
When the due date for exercises has passed:
DO NOT WORRY: THE EXERCISES WILL NOT DISAPPEAR:
YOU WILL STILL BE ABLE TO DO THEM!!!
Their due date will change to the end of the December exam
period. This is so that you can work on exercises for pre-exam
revision.
Once the date of the final exam is known, that last due date for
the exercises will change.

Sequence/order of exercises (Ó Brien / 107),
week by week...

Week of 30 September: fewer exercises
so that you have time to work on Composition 1,
due the week after

A lighter week: to give you time for mid-term
revision (etc.) in all your courses

A little less this week too...

And this week too...

No exercises this week:
use this time to work on Composition 2
(and to catch up on any missed exercises)

Another fairly light week for online exercises

And finally, the last week of classes!

