Essay Questions 

Hobbes, Leviathan and Rousseau, Discourse of Inequality
1. Discuss the relationship between language and power in Hobbes and/ or Rousseau.

2. Why does Rousseau believe that natural inequality is insufficient to explain moral or political inequality? Is his argument convincing?

3. Consider Rousseau's views of nascent man in relation to Kant’s cautions against “the shadowy image of the golden age” (p. 174). Is longing for the past valuable?

4. Hobbes is often taken to argue that humankind is naturally bad. Does your reading of Leviathan support this view?

5. How might a 'Hobbesian' (someone who accepts Hobbes' theories on human nature) read Marlowe's Doctor Faustus?

6. Why and how well does Rousseau remake Hobbes?  

7. Rousseau tries to convince us that “savage people” are happier than we are. Does he succeed?

8. Why does Hobbes and/ or Rousseau so strongly emphasize the originally independent or self-made individual?

9. Is there free will in Hobbes?

