
THE VANCOUVER AQUARIUM, 
an Ocean Wise initiative





Ocean Wise Conservation Association 

Our vision is a world in which oceans are healthy and flourishing.

Our mission is to inspire the global community to become Ocean Wise by 
increasing its understanding, wonder and appreciation for our oceans.

Ocean.org

Who is Ocean Wise

https://ocean.org/


1. What is Ocean Wise Education

2. Placements we offer

 Curriculum Programs
 Mobile Programs
 Online Programs
 Children & Youth Programs
 Ocean Bridge

3. Thank you!

Outline



Ocean Wise Education 

Our mission is to inspire the global 
community to become Ocean Wise by 
increasing its understanding, wonder and 
appreciation for our oceans.

Since 1960 reached over 3 million youth and adults!



Curriculum Programs
Curriculum Programs deliver multi-sensory 
workshops to students of all ages. 

• Learning Labs and Classrooms | interactive 
wet labs, dissections and play based programs

• Vancouver Aquarium Experience | Guided 
tours through the aquarium connect students to 
global ecosystems and establish a sense of 
place in their communities.

• Coastal Ecosystems | These are outdoor, 
hands-on introduction to the skills and tools that 
marine scientists use on a daily basis. 



Mobile Programs is the traveling education stream 
of Ocean Wise. 

• Programs feature live animals, marine artifacts,
and hands-on interactive activities 

• Our educators deliver expert level, multi-sensory 
aquatic programs, based on the Ocean Literacy 
Framework.

• We bring ocean education to schools, youth 
groups, and communities coast to coast. To date 
we have engaged over 625,000 students, youth 
and community members.

Mobile Programs



Online Learning is an interactive environment 
that furthers understanding and connection to 
the ocean at education.ocean.org

• Multilingual Learning Platforms: 
resources, quizzes, videos and badges 

• Social Learning: video conferencing and 
online portals provide a platform for global 
student conversations

• Virtual Visits: video conferences enable 
student-driven experiences with aquarium 
habitats

Online Programs



A placement may include

• Camps & Clubs: embrace nature 
play, science, art and hands-on 
experiences to foster a love of our 
natural world.

• Sleepovers & Birthdays: tour with 
experiences educator, multisensory 
exploration of BC intertidal zone

• Youth Leadership: immersive 
conservation and sustainability 
workshops, mentorship or next 
generation of ocean champions

Children & Youth



Ocean Bridge connects Canadian youth from coast 
to coast to coast empowering them to make a 
difference towards ocean conservation.

• Each year 40 youth (ages 18-30) form a national 
team engaged in co-creating and delivering 
service projects for their home communities 

• Community & Capacity Building - Through 
regular video conference sessions and an 
interactive online environment, youth connect as a 
national team and with the broader community of 
ocean conservation. 

Ocean Bridge (youth mentorship)









Thank You!
Contact me!

Catriona.Wilson@ocean.org
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