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the university of british columbia

Course Outline

	 

	Department/Program: Geography

	Year: 2018, Term 1

	Course Title: GEOG 220: Geopolitics

	Course Schedule:  MWF: 2-3 p.m.

	Location(s): Geography building, room 200

	 

	Instructor: Dr. Merje Kuus
	Teaching Assistant: Alexine Sanchez

	Office location : Geog 235
	Office location: NA

	Office phone: 604 822 3443
	Office phone: NA

	Office hours: Mon: 3-3:30pm; Fri 3-4 p.m., and by appointment 
	Office hours: NA

	E-mail: kuus@geog.ubc.ca
	E-mail address: NA

	Course description and learning objectives:

The term geopolitics increasingly comes up in accounts of complex international issues, such as security, migration, and environmental degradation. But what does it mean to describe and analyze something as geopolitical? 

In this course, as in much of contemporary human geography, to speak about geopolitics is to investigate the ways in which the debates about and policies toward international issues are informed by particular geographical understandings of the world. For example, it is to examine the ways in which commonsense conceptions of identity and belonging are underpinned by the idea of the nation as a territorial community. Engaging a wide range of contemporary issues from a geographical perspective, the course will help students to explain geopolitical concepts and demonstrate how they function in contemporary societies.

	 

	Prerequisites and/or course restrictions: Second year standing.

	 

	Format of the course: Three lectures per week, with class discussions. 


	Course website: 
http://www.geog.ubc.ca/courses/geog220
Username: geog220; password: geopol2018
Attendance in lectures is expected as a necessary part of active learning. The instructor will not provide notes or lecture slides to those who miss the lectures: such slides are no substitute for individual lecture notes. Text slides from the lectures are made available on the course website few days before the mid-term and final exams, but such slides are not substitutes for notes.
THERE IS NO ONLINE CONTENT BEYOND THE SKELETAL MATERIALS ON THE COURSE WEBSITE. 

Required Reading: Course reader is available in the bookstore. Cost: $21.50
Students are expected to do the required reading by the beginning of the week for which it is assigned. I will offer brief contextual explanations of the readings in the last lecture of the previous week to help you approach and analyze the material.


	Course assignments, due dates and grading: 

	Attendance: 10% 
Mid-term examination on October 12 (Fri): 20%
Term paper due in class on November 14 (Wed): 40% 

Final exam: 30% Date and Location TBA. You should not make travel plans before the final exam is scheduled by the university.

Details on assignments:

Attendance and participation: Class participation is important in this course and I will take attendance frequently, with attendance being graded proportionally to recorded presence in class. I also encourage active class participation, which means asking questions, providing examples and general reflections. Recognizing that this is a relatively large class, I do not formally grade participation.

Mid-term examination: This exam will take fifty minutes and consist of a series of ‘short-answer’ and short essay questions (the latter will number one to two). The mid-term is based on lecture notes (i.e. notes taken in class) and mandatory readings (see the reading list). On October 3, I will devote class time to explaining the mid-term and answering your questions about the exam.
Term paper: Instructions are provided below. Target length is 2,000 words, excluding bibliography. 
Examination will require answers in full sentence or essay form:  point form is not acceptable.  The marking practices will take into account your ability to express yourself clearly (this includes your command of grammar, spelling and punctuation). 


	Course policies: Regular attendance is expected of students in all their classes (including lectures, laboratories, tutorials, seminars, etc.)… Students who are unavoidably absent because of illness or disability should report to their instructors on return to classes. Digital recording of lectures is not permitted (except for the students with learning disabilities who obtain a written permission from the instructor).

	Withdrawal from the course

See the UBC Calendar for the deadlines.
 

The University accommodates students with disabilities who have registered with the Disability Resource Centre.  The University accommodates students whose religious obligations conflict with attendance, submitting assignments, or completing scheduled tests and examinations.  Please let your instructor know in advance, preferably in the first week of class and certainly before the drop date, if you will require any accommodation on these grounds. Students who plan to be absent for varsity athletics, family obligations, or other similar commitments, cannot assume they will be accommodated, and should discuss their commitments with the instructor before the drop date.

	 

	Late assignments: Deducted 2% per calendar day (of overall course mark). 

	

	Participation: Graded through attendance (10%).

	 

	Academic dishonesty: Please review the UBC Calendar “Academic regulations” for the university policy on cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty.  Also visit www.arts.ubc.ca and go to the students’ section for useful information on avoiding plagiarism and on correct documentation.

	

	Students should retain a copy of all submitted assignments (in case of loss) and should also retain all their marked assignments in case they wish to apply for a Review of Assigned Standing.  Students have the right to view their marked examinations with their instructor, provided that they apply to do so within a month of receiving their final grades.  This review is for pedagogic purposes.  The examination remains the property of the university. 

Return of exams and term papers: As a general policy, I will return the term papers to you during the last two weeks of classes and I will also dedicate some class time to giving you feedback on the papers. The specific return date will be announced in class in November. The papers can be picked up at the Geographic Information Centre (departmental library) in room Geography 112 after the return date. You should pick up your paper before the end of December. 

The mid-term exam will be returned to you about 1-2 weeks after you take it: the specific date will be announced in class. I will also give you feedback on the exams in class. After that date, you can still get your exam back from me but I will not give you detailed feedback on an individual basis.

Final exams will not be returned to you as per UBC policy. If you wish to receive feedback on the final exam, please make an appointment with me in the subsequent term. 

	
	
	


Class schedule and reading list (subject to minor changes): The material is divided into a series of themes, each of which will be the focus of several lectures and each of which will cover several concepts and examples. The schedule of themes is for general information: some themes will take less than a week to cover and others will extend beyond their assigned week. The dates for film discussion may shift around accordingly. All readings are available in the reading pack; they are arranged chronologically in the order in which they are discussed in the class.  
Week 1: September 5, 7
Theme: Geopolitics: the ‘where’ of power.
Reading: Dittmer, J. 2013. Humour at the Model United Nations: The Role of Laughter in Constituting Geopolitical Assemblages. Geopolitics 18 (3): 493-513. 
Week 2: September 10, 12, 14
Theme: Cultural heritage. Example: museums, heritage sites. 

Reading: Appiah, K. A. 2006. Whose Culture is it, Anyway? In Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers. New York: Norton, pp. 115-136. 

Sept 14 (TBC). Film: ‘Rape of Europa’ (excerpts)

Week 3: September 17, 19, 21
Theme: The prospects and problems of regionalism. Examples: the Arctic.
Reading: Rowe, E. W., and Blakkisrud, H. 2014. A New Kind of Arctic Power? Russia’s foreign policy discourses and diplomatic practices in the circumpolar north. Geopolitics 19(1): 66-85.

Week 4: September 24, 26, 28
Theme: Geopolitics of regions. Examples: ASEAN, the Euro crisis.
Reading: Shore, C. 2012. The Euro Crisis and European Citizenship.  Anthropology Today 28(2): April 2012
Week 5: October 1, 3, 5.
Theme: Diplomacy: who, where, what, why? Examples: United Nations, The European Union.
Reading: Neumann, I. 2013. A Sustaining Site: Diplomacy at Table. In Diplomatic Sites. London: Hurst, pp. 45-72.

October 3: review for the mid-term exam, which will take place on October 12.
Week 6: October 10, 12. October 8: THANKSGIVING. NO CLASS, UNIVERSITY CLOSED.
Theme: Geopolitical perspectives on security and violence. Examples: Nation-state, The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation.
Reading: Gusterson, H. 2004. ‘Becoming a Weapons Scientist’. In People of the Bomb: Portraits of America’s Nuclear Complex. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, pp. 3-20.

OCTOBER 12: MID-TERM EXAM (details reviewed in class on Oct 3)
Week 7: October 15, 17, 19  
Themes: Security (continued); identity and ethnicity: Examples: Russian-speakers in the former Soviet Union.
Reading: Dowler, L. 2013. Waging Hospitality: Feminist Geopolitics and Tourism in West Belfast Northern Ireland. Geopolitics 18 (4): 779-799

October 15 (TBC): Q&A on the term paper.

Week 8: October 22, 24, 26
Theme: Borders and borderlands. Migration. Examples: US/Mexico, The Mediterranean.

Reading: Nevins, J. 2010. Nation Building in the Borderlands: Constructing the US-Mexico Boundary, in. Operation Gatekeeper and Beyond: The War on ‘Illegals’ and the Remaking of the US-Mexico Boundary, pp. 17-46. New York, Routledge, 2nd ed.
Week 9:  October 29, 31, November 2
Theme: Popular culture and the media. Examples: news magazines, social media.
Power, M. "Digitized Virtuosity: Video War Games and Post-9/11 Cyber-Deterrence." Security Dialogue 38.2 (2007): 271-88.
November 2 (TBC): Film ‘Why We Fight’ (excerpts)
Week 10: November 5, 7, 9 
Theme: civil society. Example: international aid NGOs. 

Readings: Nagel, C., and L. Staeheli. 2015. International Donors, NGOs, and the Geopolitics of Youth Citizenship in Contemporary Lebanon. Geopolitics 20(2): 223-247.

Week 11: November 14, 16. NOVEMBER 12: STATUTORY HOLIDAY IN LIEU OF REMEMBRANCE DAY. NO CLASS, UNIVERSITY CLOSED.

[TERM PAPER DUE IN CLASS ON NOVEMBER 14, Wed.)
Theme: Governance by international standards. Examples: food, trade agreements.

Reading: Essex J and Carmichael L. 2016. Restructuring development expertise and labour in the CIDA-DFAIT merger. The Canadian Geographer / Le Géographe Canadien 61(2): 266-278. 

Nov 16 (TBC). Film: ‘Good Guys, Bad Guys’ (from the ‘Cold War’ series)

Week 12: November 19, 21, 23    
Theme: Geopolitics of flows. Example: agricultural products.
Reading: Mullaney, E. G. 2014. Geopolitical Maize: Peasant Seeds, Everyday Practices, and Food Security in Mexico. Geopolitics 19(2): 406-430
Week 13: November 26, 28, 30  

Theme: Geopolitics beyond the balance of power.
Reading: Agnew, J. A. 2012. “Is US Security Policy ‘Pivoting’ from the Atlantic to Asia-Pacific?” In Dialogue in Globalization. Berlin: Friedrich-Evert-Stiftung.
Nov 26 (TBC): Film ‘Inside Job’ (excerpts)

Nov 30: Conclusion, review for the final exam
Instructions for the term paper

The length should be around 2,000 words, excluding the bibliography (words count to be reported on the front page). I have no preferred bibliographic style, just keep it consistent. We do not expect a specific number of references, but a range of 6-10 is usual for a competent paper – more important is the quality and originality of your sources. 
The term paper should be an essay that answers one of the following five questions:

1. To what degree do international borders matter in today’s world? 
2. To what degree do governments govern cross-border flows today?
3. To what degree is the world becoming more regional rather than international in character? In other words, to what degree is global politics based on regional rather than national alliances and enmities today? 
4. What is popular geopolitics and how should we study it?

5. What is securitization and how does it work, especially from a geographical perspective?

The answer will have to engage with any three readings from the suggested reading list distributed in class on September 21, in addition to the further reading you will do on your own. I ask you to use the suggested readings as the starting point to ease the research process and to link your efforts to the themes of this class in a clear and sustained manner. These three readings count as part of your 6-10 sources total. 

I encourage you to start reading and thinking about the paper early, and not to wait until a few days before the deadline to write it. You can contact me in advance to discuss ideas. Please consult the ‘Evaluating and Citing Sources’ guide available on the UBC Library website under the ‘Get Research Help’ tab (http://help.library.ubc.ca/). An original essay is one that has been written by you; that has not been submitted as part of the requirements for any other course; and that does not copy directly from books, articles, or web sources. To guard against plagiarism, I reserve the right to inspect notes for and drafts of essays and to examine students orally on the final version of their essays. Please refer to UBC policies regarding plagiarism. 
Papers will be graded according to the following criteria: originality of argument(s) and case study, quality of the research/sources, structure and logic of the paper, quality of the writing. 
You will be required to submit the term paper in paper copy and through ‘turnitin’ – website: https://turnitin.com/;class ID: 15961775; class name:  GEOG 220 – Geopolitics - 2018; enrollment password: geopol. Before being able to access the site you will need to create an account. Please read http://elearning.ubc.ca/toolkit/turnitin/for-students/ When you create an alias for Turnitin, please create one that starts with the same letter as your last name. The electronic version submitted to Turnitin should include NO identifying information (e.g. name, student number). The paper version submitted in class should have your name, student number AND the Turnitin alias on it. The term paper is due in class on November 14 (Wed.). Questions about the term paper should be addressed to me.

Your paper will not be marked unless you submit it on Turnitin as well as in hard copy.

Penalties, missed exams, late term papers. Please read carefully before e-mailing me.

Late paper submission. All late papers should be handed in to me in person in class. I will not accept papers by e-mail or under my office door. The university does not have a reliable method of submitting late papers in ways other than in person. If your paper is late, you should submit it in person to me in the next class: do not try to e-mail the paper to me or make other special arrangements with me. All late penalties are calculated from the date I receive the hard copy (i.e., you hand it to me in person in class), NOT from the date of Turnitin submission. This means that if you hand in the hard copy of your paper in the next class after the due date without a valid excuse, you will lose 4% (for two days lateness) of the final class grade regardless of when you submit the Turnitin copy and regardless of e-mail submissions to me.
Late submission of the paper will incur a deduction of 2% from the overall course mark per day, including weekends (see the paragraph about late papers for late submission procedures). The penalty can be waived only on the basis of a written note from a physician or from Arts Advising in the event of an emotional trauma.  In the latter case, please go to Arts Advising prior to asking for late assignments to be accepted without penalty. The same applies to missed exams. You will not be allowed to make up an exam missed without a valid written documentation from Arts Advising. Please go to Arts Advising directly: do not seek permission from me.
Any make-up exam, which would be scheduled only for those who present written documentation for missing the exam, will be scheduled between mid-November and early December. In most cases, I will ask you to obtain such documentation from Arts Advising. Please obtain such documentation before you contact me about the missed exam.
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