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Term 1, 2019/20 academic year. 
Faculty of Arts 

Department of Geography 
 

GEOG 391 
Modern Europe: Places and Borders 

 
Preliminary syllabus: the final version will be available in class in September. 

 
Class meets: Tue/Thu 9:30-11am, Room ORCH 3074 
 
Instructor:  
Dr. Merje Kuus 
Office: 1984 West Mall, # 234 
Office hours: Tue 1:30-2:30pm.  
Tel. 822-3443 
E-mail: kuus@geog.ubc.ca. Please see the note about e-mail communication on p. 4. 
TA : TBA. The TA will not have office hours. All questions about marking should be addressed to 
me. 
 
Brief course description: 
This course investigates places in Europe--from the Urals to the Atlantic. Its objective is to 
introduce you to the human geography of contemporary Europe--its politics, culture, and society--
and to highlight Europe’s importance as a power center in today’s world. The class starts out by 
exploring how the ideas of Europe and European culture came about in the first place and why they 
are so contentious. We will then turn to various aspects of European politics and culture, including 
European integration, nationalism and regionalism, citizenship and immigration, and the foreign 
relations of the European Union, to name just few.  
 
Throughout the class, we examine how social processes at local, regional, national, European, and 
global level are interconnected and interdependent. For example, we explore the ways in which the 
ever-growing interest in regional foods in Europe is linked to national identities and global trade 
relations, we analyze how the harmonization of visa regulations in Europe has affected travel and 
migration patterns there, and we contemplate the continent’s future role in world affairs.  
 
The format of the course is two lectures per week. Lecture attendance is expected. The marking is 
based primarily on two in-class exams and one research paper (details below). 
 
Required readings: 
Listed below, made available on Canvas 
 
Grading: 
Mid-term exam (details below): 22%, TBA. 
Final exam (details below): 43%, date TBA 
One 7-page research paper—about 2,000-2,200 words (details below): 30%. Deadline: IN CLASS on 
TBA. If your paper is late, see pp. 4-5 of this syllabus. 
Class attendance: 5%. Attendance is taken regularly (but not in every class), always at the start of the 
class. 
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Course website:  
http://www.geog.ubc.ca/courses/geog391 
Username: geog391; password: moderneurope2020 
 
Attendance in lectures is expected as a necessary part of active learning. The instructor will not 
provide notes or lecture slides to those who miss the lectures: such slides are no substitute for 
individual lecture notes. Text slides from the lectures are made available on the course website 
few days before the mid-term and final exams, but such slides are not substitutes for notes. 
 
THERE IS NO ONLINE CONTENT BEYOND THE SYLLABUS, THE COURSE 
READINGS, AND THE TEXT SLIDES AS PER THE ABOVE PARAGRAPH  
 
Classroom conduct: Phones as well as recording devices must be switched off during lectures. No 
photos or recording is permitted in the classroom.  
 
Plagiarism will be penalized to the maximum extent allowed under UBC regulations. See 
UBC calendar for further details. 
 
Class schedule (subject to minor changes, especially with regard to the films):  
 
Week 1. Sept 5: Introduction: what is Europe?   
No reading.  
 
Week 2. Sept 10, 12: Inventing Europe 
Reading: Flusty, 2008; Agnew, 2002 
 
Week 3. Sept  17, 19: Geopolitics: making war/seeking peace  
Reading: Heffernan, 1998 
Sept 19 (TBC). Film: The Marshall Plan. Film Discussion  
 
Week 4. Sept 24, 26: The making of Europe ‘whole and free’  
Readings: Wedel, 2001; Sidorov, 2009 
 
Week 5. Oct 1, 3: European Union: Europe’s UPO 
Readings: Shore, 2000; Garton Ash, 2001 
 
Week 6. Oct. 8, 10: European Union (continued) 
Reading: Kortelainen and Koeppen, 2018 
Oct 8: Review for the mid-term exam  
 
Week 7. Oct 15, 17: Nationalism 
Reading: Antonisch, 2016 
Oct 15: Review for the term paper.  
Oct 17. Mid-term exam  
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Week 8. Oct 22, 24: Europe of regions? 
Readings: Mc Neil, 2004; Bialasiewicz, 2003 
 
Week 9. Oct 29, 31: Making places. Example: food and wine 
Films (dates TBC): Grapes and Gas; Red Obsession (excerpts); Film discussion  
Reading: Cidell and Alberts, 2006 
 
Week 10. Nov. 5, 7: Europe in the world. Example: migration and minorities 
Readings: Matejskova, 2013; Diener and Hagen, 2011 
 
Week 11. Nov 12, 14: Europe in the world: Example: trade negotiations 
Reading: Bialasiewicz, 2009 
Research paper due IN CLASS on Nov 12.  
Nov 14: Film: My Perestroika. 
 
Week 12. Nov 19, 21: Europe in the world. Example: EU-Russia relations 
Readings: Habermas and Derrida, 2003; Kuus, 2017 
 
Week 13. Nov 26, 28:  Conclusion. No reading. 
Nov 28. Review for the final exam. 
 
Research paper: The paper will give you an opportunity to do independent research. In broad 
terms, the paper should use published scholarly journal articles to examine the current 
transformations of places and borders in Europe. I ask you to read five full-length journal articles 
(usually about ten pages of text; 1-5-page book reviews and commentaries can be used but do not 
qualify as a part of the five readings) on a theme of your choice and write an essay on the following 
topic: Remaking European Places (or Borders): [subtitle of your choice to reflect your 
specific example]. The range of possible examples is wide, including the management of state 
borders, tourism, regional and urban planning, EU’s relations with Russia or the US, the 
transformation of regional identities, and so on. The list could go on indefinitely. Pick an 
example/topic that interests you, find five articles from the journals listed below, and develop an 
argument about how your case illustrates the remaking of borders and places in today’s Europe. You 
do not need to do (and should not do) primary research beyond the five journal articles. The key to 
a successful essay is to pick a topic that is sufficiently narrow to allow some comparison of the 
various claims, but sufficiently broad to give you enough articles on which to draw. 
 
The paper should accomplish the following: (1) follow the parameters regarding sources that are laid 
out below, (2) effectively summarize the arguments presented in the articles and pull out some 
common themes and/or disagreements, (3) cogently link the articles to the theme of transformation 
and remaking in Europe, and (4) present a coherent and well-written argument that is properly 
referenced. I accept any citation style as long as you use it consistently. The papers will be marked 
explicitly considering these four criteria. 
 
Criteria for the selection of articles: (1) The paper must draw from the following (mostly geographic) 
journals within the last six years (2013 and later): Geopolitics, Political Geography, Geoforum, European 
Urban and Regional Studies, Environment and Planning A (or C or D), Urban Studies, Urban Geography, 
Journal or Rural Studies, The Geographical Journal, Area, Global Networks, Social and Cultural Geography, East 
European Politics and Societies, Gender Place and Culture, Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 
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Annals of the Association of American Geographers, (2) book chapters cannot be used; (3) If you use 
theme issues of journals, you have to review one additional article (six instead of five) and also 
engage with the editorial introduction of the theme issue; (4) you cannot use an article that has been 
assigned for this class. The reason for these parameters is to firstly create an equal field for everyone 
and secondly to make sure that your paper concentrates on spatial and geographical issues.  
 
If you have questions about the paper, especially concerning the topic, please see me during my 
office hours. I cannot ‘okay’ a paper topic on the basis of an e-mail.  The idea is that you pick a topic 
that interests you: do not feel obliged to check the topic with me. I will set aside some class time 
on Oct 15 to answer any questions that you might have about the paper and to give you 
some tips about writing research papers. The paper is due in class on Nov 12. Late penalties, 
which are described below, will be strictly enforced and I will not grant extensions without proper 
written documentation, which has to come from Arts Advising in most cases.  
 
If you have not used scholarly sources for term papers before and are unsure about how to find the 
listed journals and find articles in them, please see a librarian for help.  
 
You are required to submit the term paper in paper copy and through Turnitin – website: 
https://turnitin.com/class ID: 21477455; class name:  GEOG 391 – Modern Europe; enrollment 
password: moderneurope. Before being able to access the site you will need to create an account. 
Please read http://elearning.ubc.ca/toolkit/turnitin/for-students/ The term paper is due in class on 
Nov 12. Policy on late assignments is explained below.  
 
The version submitted in hard copy must match the Turnitin version exactly and must 
include a printout of the Turnitin submission confirmation stapled to it. Your paper will not 
be marked until it is submitted in this manner. You will incur penalties for lateness if your paper is 
not submitted on Turnitin on time, even if you submit the hard copy by the deadline. If you create 
an alias for Turnitin (it is your choice to create one or not), please create one that starts with the 
same letter as your last name. The paper version submitted in class should have your name and 
student number AND include a print-out of the Turnitin submission confirmation.   
 
I encourage you to start reading and thinking about the paper early, and not wait until a few days 
before the deadline to write it. You can contact me in advance to discuss ideas. Please consult the 
‘Evaluating and Citing Sources’ guide available on the UBC Library website under the ‘Get Research 
Help’ tab (http://help.library.ubc.ca/). An original essay is one that has been written by you; that 
has not been submitted as part of the requirements for any other course; and that does not copy 
directly from books, articles, or web sources without properly referencing these sourses. To guard 
against plagiarism, I reserve the right to inspect notes for and drafts of essays and to examine 
students orally on the final version of their essays. Please refer to UBC policies regarding plagiarism. 
 
Return of term papers: As a general policy, I will return the term papers to you during the last two 
weeks of classes and I will also dedicate some class time to giving you feedback on the papers. The 
specific return date will be announced in class in November. You should pick up your paper before 
the end of the term. I will not make any arrangements to return or discuss papers after the end of 
the term.  
 
Students should retain an electronic copy of all submitted assignments (in case of loss) and 
should also retain the hard copies of all their marked assignments in case they wish to apply 
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for a Review of Assigned Standing.  Students have the right to view their marked examinations 
with their instructor, provided that they apply to do so within a month of receiving their final grades.  
This review is for pedagogic purposes.  The examination remains the property of the university.  
 
Exams: Both exams will be based on short essay questions that draw from lectures and readings. I 
will set aside some class time on TBC to answer any questions that you might have about the mid-
term exam and on TBC to answer your questions concerning the final exam. Date and time for the 
final exam: TBA. You should not make any travel plans before you know the date and time of 
the final exam. If you miss the final exam for any reason, any make-up, if permitted, will be 
scheduled as per the relevant UBC policy (i.e. in August 2020). 
 
The mid-term exam will be returned to you about a week after you take it: the specific date will be 
announced in class. I will also give you feedback on the exams in class. After that date, you can still 
get your exam back from me but I cannot give you detailed feedback on an individual basis. 
 
Final exams will not be returned to you as per UBC policy. If you wish to receive feedback on the 
final exam, please make an appointment with me in the subsequent term.  
 
Late assignments and in-term concessions: There are penalties for lateness. Six percent of the 
paper grade will be subtracted for every 24 hours (including weekends and holidays) that the 
assignment is late. I will not accept papers by e-mail or under my office door. All late penalties are 
calculated from the date you hand in the hard copy to me personally, NOT from the date of 
Turnitin submission. The university does not have a reliable method of submitting late papers in 
ways other than in person. If your paper is late, you should submit it in person to me in the next 
class: do not try to make special arrangements with me. This does mean that you lose a minimum of 
12 percent of the paper grade if you fail to hand in the paper in class on the date it is due. 
 
I will be strict in applying late penalties. They will only be waived with the submission of a written 
note from a physician or from Arts Advising in the event of an emotional trauma.  In the latter case, 
please go to Arts Advising prior to asking for late assignments to be accepted without penalty. The 
same applies to missed exams. You will not be allowed to make up an exam missed without a valid 
written documentation from Arts Advising.  
 
All requests for make-up mid-terms must be addressed to me as soon as possible and no later than 
two weeks before the end of classes. All make-up mid-terms, if permitted, will be scheduled at the 
very end of the term. Any in-term concession requires a specific and compelling explanation to Arts 
Advising and will be offered only upon unequivocal instructions from that office.  
 
Please also see the statement about UBC Policy V-130 below. 
 
Accommodations other than those explained above. The University accommodates students 
with disabilities who have registered with the Disability Resource Centre.  The University 
accommodates students whose religious obligations conflict with attendance, submitting 
assignments, or completing scheduled tests and examinations.  Please let your instructor know in 
advance, preferably in the first week of class and certainly before the drop date, if you will require 
any accommodation on these grounds. Students who plan to be absent for varsity athletics, family 
obligations, or other similar commitments, cannot assume they will be accommodated, and should 
discuss their commitments with the instructor before the drop date. 
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E-mail: Please feel free to ask short questions immediately after any lecture: this is often faster and 
more convenient than e-mail. Before you e-mail me with a question about the paper or the exams, 
please consider that most procedural questions about the assignments are answered in this syllabus: 
please read the syllabus before you send the e-mail. Many other questions about the term paper or 
the exams are answered in class many times. If you have read the syllabus and considered the points 
that I have made in class multiple times, but you need further clarification, or if you have a 
substantive question about the issues discussed in class, by all means drop me a line.  
 
UBC policy V-130: UBC provides resources to support student learning and to maintain healthy 
lifestyles but recognizes that sometimes crises arise and so there are additional resources to access 
including those for survivors of sexual violence. UBC values respect for the person and ideas of all 
members of the academic community. Harassment and discrimination are not tolerated nor is 
suppression of academic freedom. UBC provides appropriate accommodation for students with 
disabilities and for religious and cultural observances. UBC values academic honesty and students 
are expected to acknowledge the ideas generated by others and to uphold the highest academic 
standards in all of their actions. Details of the policies and how to access support are available here 
(https://senate.ubc.ca/policiesresources-support-student-success ) 


