
                                                     Using BuzzFeed to Convey Ideas 
 
 
(1) One of our main priorities when we approached this media project was to project educational 
content through a fun and engaging way. Because one of the requirements for the media project 
was to include digital media, we began to brainstorm online tools that are used as a form of 
entertainment. We started by listing a variety of different social media sites, which include 
Facebook, Wikipedia, Gossip blogs, etc. We then stumbled upon BuzzFeed, which is a social 
media site where people have the opportunity to post countless photos and gifs in order to 
convey specific messages and ideas.  

 
I think I should mention that while answering this very question, I was pulled away to 

BuzzFeed for a good thirty minutes. I hope this this helps with my point that BuzzFeed is a 
popular site where many people go in their spare time to retain unusual and interesting 
information. However, one of the reasons why it is so appealing is the very way that this 
information is portrayed – in an entertaining manner.  
 

And so, we thought that it would be a good idea to use something that appeals to a large 
number of people and show how it can be used to convey specific messages in an educational 
manner. The example we did is based on our own journey as we reflect back on our year in UBC 
BED program. However we are still using BuzzFeed for a specific purpose, channelling a 
specific message to our broader audience.   
 

In a high school setting, teachers can use BuzzFeed to outline the main event sequences 
within a novel, design a list of helpful advice on how to approach character development, etc. 
With that in mind, BuzzFeed allows people to breakdown ideas and messages, focusing on the 
specifics instead of just looking at the general picture.  
 
(2) The strategy and framework we used to create this multimedia project was actually provided 
for us by the medium itself. Buzzfeed and other list based articles or “listicles” are an extremely 
simplified way of recording and communicating information. Listicles are very popular online 
but have also been criticized as lower forms of writing and journalism. Although the Buzzfeed 
website is not entirely appropriate for students, the “listicle” format can be used as a linear 
narrative to describe the plot of a novel or it can be helpful for students to summarize material 
quickly and efficiently. Our “listicle” outline or first draft is below. 
 
17 stages of getting a b.Ed 

1. filling out a million forms (Essay question!) 
2. SO EXCITED YOU GOT IN! 
3. first day thrills - orientation yeah! 
4. these classes are super easy! #feelings 
5. what do you mean I have 3 papers and 2 presentations due on the same day? 
6. group work. I’m too old for this shit 
7. short practicum - what am I gonna wear?? 
8. Christmas vacation? do you mean “lesson planning time”? 
9. winter term hell (assessment) 
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10. SA FA Huh? 
11. Long practicum 3 stages (x 3 images/gifs/memes - spring break? marking. 
12. CFE – what am I even doing here? 
13. summer term – WHAT AM I EVEN DOING HERE?! 
14. just in case you had any money left - SURPRISE! TRB registration! 
15. aug 8th is a beautiful day! FREEDOM! 
16. I GOT A FULL TIME JOB! YES! THIS WAS ALL WORTH IT! wait, THIS IS MY 

LIFE NOW?! 
 
Once we created the list we each selected two or three points to illustrate with GIFs. Like 
Buzzfeed posts, we decided to supplement each item on our list with a GIF or an image in the 
Graphic Interchange Format. These moving pictures are part of the Internet culture and are 
meant to supplement words with emotional reactions, expressions and feelings. The idea of 
creating GIFs is so that the viewer can relate to the emotional climate of the writer with the 
concept that there are common or universal emotional reactions or experiences.” 
 
 We then each spent time researching and selecting GIFs created by other individuals on 
the Internet, and embedded the hyperlink into our Buzzfeed post. This type of activity would not 
only interest students as it engages with popular culture but it also could be a tool of analysis and 
empathy. For example students could select GIFs they feel represent the emotions experienced 
by a dynamic character during the course of a work and list these in a linear fashion. Another 
way a “listicle” could be used in the classroom is for a simple and brief analysis or chart of 
character interactions. It would also work well for a summary and could even serve as a platform 
for creative writing and poetry. Overall this format is relevant and dynamic enough to be used in 
a variety of different ways. 
	  
(3)	  	  Maggie	  has	  the	  BuzzFeed	  account	  so	  we	  decided	  everyone	  would	  split	  up	  and	  look	  for	  
different	  .gifs	  then	  Maggie	  would	  put	  it	  together.	  Everyone	  sent	  Maggie	  links	  to	  their	  files,	  
then	  she	  put	  them	  all	  on	  the	  list,	  replacing	  any	  that	  didn’t	  work	  and	  also	  adding	  some	  extra	  
for	  continuity.	  
	  
(4)	  One	  way	  to	  assess	  the	  multimedia	  nature	  of	  the	  assignment	  is	  to	  assess	  how	  the	  
different	  media	  contributed	  to	  the	  overall	  understanding	  of	  the	  project.	  	  Did	  the	  media	  
enhance	  the	  meaning	  or	  take	  away	  from	  it?	  	  
	  
It	  is	  always	  difficult	  to	  assess	  the	  collaborative	  nature	  of	  any	  assignment.	  	  Thus	  we	  decided	  
to	  include	  a	  teamwork	  component	  in	  our	  rubric.	  	  If	  assigning	  this	  in	  a	  classroom,	  it	  would	  
be	  beneficial	  to	  include	  a	  peer	  reflection	  component	  asking	  each	  student	  to	  write	  down	  
exactly	  what	  they	  contributed.	  	  
	  
A	  possible	  sample	  rubric	  is	  listed	  below:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	   Basic	   Proficient	   Exemplary	  

Multi-‐Literacies	  	   1	  literacy	  was	  evident	  
in	  the	  project	  

2	  literacies	  were	  
evident	  and	  
developed	  in	  the	  
project	  	  

3	  or	  more	  literacies	  
were	  well-‐though	  out,	  
developed	  and	  
presented	  in	  the	  
project	  	  

Originality	  &	  
Creativity	  	  

Shows	  little	  creativity	  
and	  originality.	  Ideas	  
are	  basic	  and	  
uninteresting.	  	  

Shows	  some	  
creativity	  and	  
originality.	  Project	  
is	  interesting.	  	  

Very	  creative	  and	  
original.	  Project	  is	  
engaging,	  interesting	  
and	  compelling.	  	  

Write	  Up	  (Answers	  
questions	  and	  
explains	  reasoning)	  	  

Lacking	  many	  details.	  
Missing	  response	  to	  a	  
question.	  	  	  

An	  adequate	  
response.	  All	  
questions	  are	  
addressed	  but	  
lacking	  some	  
detail.	  	  

Thorough	  and	  
complete	  write	  up.	  
Detailed	  explanation	  
and	  rationale	  are	  
outlined	  and	  
expanded	  upon.	  	  

Teamwork	  /	  
Collaboration	  

A	  minority	  of	  group	  
members	  were	  
engaged	  in	  project	  and	  
others	  did	  not	  
contribute.	  	  
	  

The	  group	  on	  the	  
whole	  appeared	  to	  
work	  well	  together	  
and	  allowed	  for	  
perspectives	  to	  be	  
heard	  	  

The	  group	  worked	  
exceptionally	  well	  
together:	  like	  a	  well-‐
oiled	  machine.	  Group	  
collaborated	  on	  every	  
aspect.	  	  	  

	  
(5)	  Our	  main	  goal	  in	  creating	  this	  assignment	  was	  to	  use	  a	  resource	  that	  is	  not	  typically	  
used	  in	  the	  classroom,	  and	  one	  that	  might	  not	  necessarily	  be	  seen	  as	  typically	  
“educational.”	  By	  using	  a	  platform	  such	  as	  BuzzFeed	  in	  the	  classroom,	  a	  teacher	  could	  
easily	  bring	  in	  a	  discussion	  about	  form	  and	  content,	  and	  how	  they	  relate	  and	  affect	  each	  
other.	  For	  example,	  BuzzFeed	  is	  typically	  a	  platform	  used	  for	  informal,	  funny,	  and	  
irreverent	  criticism	  of	  common	  human	  experiences.	  This,	  in	  a	  way,	  is	  a	  “genre”	  in	  itself;	  
comedic	  internet	  posts	  are	  so	  widely	  read	  and	  liked	  that	  they	  are	  accessible	  to	  people	  from	  
all	  different	  pockets	  of	  society.	  	  

As	  such,	  BuzzFeed	  could	  be	  used	  as	  a	  platform	  for	  a	  class	  project;	  for	  example,	  
students	  could	  be	  asked	  to	  write	  up	  the	  10	  major	  plot	  points	  of	  Romeo	  and	  Juliet	  in	  order,	  
or	  they	  could	  also	  create	  a	  list	  of	  the	  process	  of	  mitosis.	  The	  challenge	  would	  be	  to	  ask	  the	  
students	  to	  also	  pay	  attention	  and	  honour	  the	  conventions	  of	  the	  form	  (BuzzFeed)	  as	  much	  
as	  the	  content	  (the	  subject	  matter).	  	  
	   The	  greatest	  challenge	  in	  using	  a	  platform	  like	  BuzzFeed	  is	  to	  get	  the	  students	  to	  
take	  the	  exercise	  seriously,	  and	  not	  be	  distracted	  by	  various	  other	  BuzzFeed	  posts	  while	  
creating	  their	  post.	  In	  some	  schools,	  internet	  connectivity	  could	  also	  be	  considered	  an	  
issue.	  However,	  if	  the	  teacher	  creates	  an	  assignment	  that	  is	  carefully	  staged,	  slacking	  off	  
and	  superficiality	  can	  be	  avoided.	  For	  example,	  in	  asking	  students	  to	  write	  the	  10	  major	  
plot	  points	  of	  Romeo	  and	  Juliet,	  students	  could	  first	  create	  a	  plot	  diagram,	  choose	  key	  
moments	  as	  a	  group,	  and	  make	  a	  write-‐up	  of	  why	  their	  group	  chose	  those	  plot	  points.	  
Groups	  could	  then	  be	  asked	  to	  prepare	  a	  presentation	  where	  they	  have	  to	  explain	  their	  
choices	  of	  plot	  points	  and	  the	  gifs	  they	  chose	  to	  accompany	  those	  points.	  These	  



presentations	  and	  the	  chosen	  gifs	  could	  then	  be	  used	  to	  kick	  start	  a	  discussion	  on	  
characterization	  and	  explore	  characters’	  feelings	  in	  the	  play.	  	  
	   	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  As	  teachers,	  this	  activity	  afforded	  us	  familiarity	  with	  the	  nature	  of	  BuzzFeed	  posts	  
and	  gif	  files.	  Working	  collaboratively,	  we	  also	  negotiated	  the	  stages	  together	  and	  made	  peer	  
edits	  when	  necessary.	  As	  a	  collaborative	  project,	  this	  kind	  of	  assignment	  could	  be	  enjoyable	  
to	  give	  to	  students,	  allowing	  them	  to	  work	  collaboratively	  while	  also	  fostering	  social	  skills.	  	  
	  

Resources	  
	  
Buzzfeed.	  http://www.buzzfeed.com	  
Giphy.http://www.giphy.com	  
	  


