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History of British Columbia 
History 305 

 

Dr. Laura Ishiguro 
University of British Columbia 

Winter 2018-2019 (Term 1) 
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays  
9:30-11:00 am 

Buchanan D314 
 

Image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM640-: CVA 260-605, Children playing on dock, James Crookall, 1936. License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 

 
Contact basics 
Office: Buchanan Tower 1110 
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 am – 12:00 pm or by appointment 
Email: Laura.Ishiguro@ubc.ca 
Course website: Canvas (https://canvas.ubc.ca/) 

 
This course meets on the traditional, ancestral, unceded, and occupied territory of the xʷməθkʷəyəm (Musqueam) people. 
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What does this syllabus contain? 
Basic course information What is this course about? ______________________________ 2 
 How is the course structured?  ___________________________ 3 
 What are the course’s learning objectives? __________________ 3 
 What materials will you need?  ___________________________ 3 
   

What will we do? Course overview  _____________________________________ 4 
 Unit I ______________________________________________ 5 
 Unit II _____________________________________________ 7 
 Unit III  ____________________________________________ 9 
 Unit IV  ____________________________________________ 11 
   

Assignments What assignments will you do? On what will your grade be based?  13 
   

Policies and resources What do you need to know about being in this course? ________ 18 
 Where can you find help or support? ______________________ 20 
   

 
Let’s start with a panoramic view. Image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM54-S4-3, PAN N255, W. J. Moore,  

“View of Youbou showing the sawmill,” 7 May 1935, cropped. Public domain. 

What is this course about? 
The history of British Columbia is all around us – in its rivers and its roads, its buildings and its 
property boundaries, its politics and its people, even its breaking news. HIST 305 examines the 
historical events and processes that have shaped this place, with a particular focus on major turning 
points between the late eighteenth century and the present. Key themes will include colonialism and 
migration; the role of race, gender, and class in shaping British Columbia and different people’s 
experiences of it; power, protest, and the making of a modern state; and British Columbia’s 
relationship with Canada and the world. We will also reflect on how these histories continue to 
shape British Columbia and your lives here today, whether you call it home or consider yourself a 
visitor. At the same time, we will take good advantage of an exciting, special part of studying British 
Columbian history in Vancouver: it is unusually easy to get our hands dirty (metaphorically 
speaking!) with primary sources because there are actual archives here, so we will explore what it 
means to do real historical research and build related skills. If you choose, the course even offers an 
opportunity to do original research yourself and to contribute to future work in the field. Overall, 
HIST 305 should give you a solid understanding of British Columbian history and some useful 
experience and expertise to take with you into your future, whatever your major or employment 
plans. There are no prerequisites and no expectation of prior knowledge. Welcome! 
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How is this course structured? 
HIST 305 is organized as a chronological and thematic study of 
key topics in the region’s history, with a special focus on events 
that have been considered turning points. Each week will include a 
mixture of lectures and discussions, activities, workshops, and/or 
fieldtrips. Lectures will introduce the selected turning points and 
situate them in their wider historical contexts, exploring what 
changed – and what did not – and what this all reveals about major 
themes in British Columbian history. In discussions and activities, 
you will investigate these topics and themes further yourselves, 
considering them from different perspectives and reassessing them 
in relation to assigned readings or other materials. Each week will 
also focus on progressively developing your research skills and 
supporting your work on assignments, which build on each other 
throughout the term. An overview of the course structure is 
available on the next page, and a detailed schedule of topics and 
assigned readings or other materials follows that; you can find this 
information on the course Canvas site as well. 

What are the course’s learning objectives? 
You will all have different hopes and goals for HIST 305, but no matter where you start, the 
course’s lectures, assignments, activities, and discussions are designed to work together so that by 
the time you submit the take-home exam in December, you should be able to: 
1. Explain and analyze key events and themes in British Columbian history, with attention to their 

historical significance, change and continuity, and cause and consequence.  
2. Demonstrate developed skills in historical research, interpretation, and communication, 

particularly those related to reading and analyzing primary sources and developing clear, well-
supported historical arguments. 

3. Evaluate what is at stake in how we understand and interpret British Columbian history today. 

What materials will you need? 
All required readings and other materials 
are freely available to you online, mostly 
through the UBC Library Online Course 
Reserves system. There are links to the 
readings in the weekly module section of 
the course’s Canvas site. 
 
 
 
You can find your readings posted on the internet, not on walls. Image: 
City of Vancouver Archives, AM640-: CVA 260-758, Men reading 
newspapers in Chinatown, James Crookall, 1937. License: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/.  

Image: Library and Archives Canada, PA-
011228, Fishing in the Skeena River, 

Gitwangak or Gitwangax, 1915. License: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 

 
Project Naming would love to know if you 

recognize the girl in this photograph. Find out 
more about the photograph and Project Naming 

here: https://v.gd/h9c62U.   
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What will we do? 

 
Now get a good, detailed view of the course here… without the acrophobia. Image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM281-S8-: CVA 180-6891, P.N.E., Women on Sky 

Glider chair lift, Bob Tipple, 1971. License:  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 

 
Unit Weeks Time period  Key themes Key skills Assessment 
6-27 September 2018 
I 1-4 Time immemorial 

to 1871 
Indigenous & colonial 
histories and history-
telling 

Understanding historical 
study, developing research 
questions & plans 

Proposal  

2-25 October 2018 
II 5-8 1871-1945 Settler colonialism, 

making & experiencing 
a modern British 
Columbia 

Conducting research: 
reading, understanding, & 
analyzing primary sources 

Letter 
transcription 
& analysis  

30 October-22 November 2018 
III 9-12 1945-2001 High modernism, 

neoliberalism, & their 
discontents 

Synthesizing sources, 
developing and supporting 
arguments  

Research 
project  

27-29 November 2018 
IV 13 The present Representations & uses 

of British Columbian 
history today 

Connecting themes & 
reflecting on “so what?” 

Take-home 
exam  
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UNIT I 

qiyəplenəxʷ (Capilano) welcomed José Narváez to Musqueam territory here in July 1791. Image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM54-S4-: Wat N42,  
View of Spanish Banks from the Point Grey cliffs, [192-?]. Cropped, public domain.  

 
Week 1  6 September  Beginnings 
• Welcome! No preparation required.  
 
Week 2  11 September  ~3000 BCE 
• No preparation required.  
 
Optional: If you are interested in learning more about today’s topic or if you join the course late, I 
recommend Elle-Maija Tailfeathers’s 2017 film, city before the city, currently freely available to British 
Columbian residents on the Knowledge Network: https://www.knowledge.ca/program/city-city (75 
minutes). This film is linked with exhibits, also called c’əsnaʔəm, the city before the city, at the Museum of 
Vancouver and the Musqueam Cultural Centre. 
 
Optional: If you would like some more reference sources on terminology, I recommend starting with 
UBC’s Indigenous Foundations website, especially the pages on “Terminology,” 
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/terminology/ and Linc Kesler, “Aboriginal Identity & 
Terminology,” https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/aboriginal_identity__terminology/. If you 
would like a more in-depth discussion on this subject, I recommend Chelsea Vowel, “Part I: The 
Terminology of Relationships,” in Indigenous Writes: A Guide to First Nations, Métis & Inuit Issues in 
Canada (Winnipeg: Highwater, 2016), 7-22. 
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Week 2  13 September  1789  
                                                What are we even doing? Studying the past 

• Read Coll Thrush, “Vancouver the Cannibal: Cuisine, Encounter, and the Dilemma of 
Difference on the Northwest Coast, 1774-1808,” Ethnohistory 58, 1 (2011): 1-35. 

• Read Louis Miranda and Philip Joe, “How the Squamish Remember George Vancouver,” in 
From Maps to Metaphors: The Pacific World of George Vancouver, ed. Robin Fisher (Vancouver: UBC 
Press, 1993), 3-5. 

 
Week 3  18 September  1849  
• No preparation required.  
 
Week 3  20 September  1849, cont’d  

                                                Where to start research? Questions and sources 
• Read Adele Perry, “Local Elites, Governance, and Authority,” chapter five in Colonial Relations: 

The Douglas-Connolly Family and the Nineteenth-Century Imperial World (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2015), 108-141. 

• Read intro to and excerpt from “Journal Kept by James McMillan,” in The Fort Langley Journals, 
1827-30, ed. Morag Maclachlan (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1998), 52-57. 

• Read excerpt from Susannah Weynton, “Journal of a Voyage to the Pacific and American 
Shores” (1852), 62-63. The original handwritten version and a transcript of these pages are both 
available on Canvas; read either version, but be sure to look at both. If you are interested, the 
journal is held by UBC Rare Books and Special Collections and digitized in whole by UBC 
Open Collections here: https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/specialp/items/1.0349095.  

 
Week 4  25 September  How to do research? Into the archive 
• No preparation required.  
 
Instead of our usual classroom, we will meet today in UBC Rare Books and Special Collections in 
the basement of the IK Barber Learning Centre (http://rbsc.library.ubc.ca/). If you don’t know 
where it is, you can find a map here: http://www.maps.ubc.ca. Please be punctual. When you arrive, 
you will be asked to leave coats, bags, pens, and food/drink in a (free) locker at the entrance to the 
archive, as these are not allowed inside; make sure to bring your student card so that you can access 
a locker.  
 
In class, archivist Krisztina Laszlo will give us an introduction to archival research and Rare Books 
and Special Collections. You will also get a tour of the Chung Collection exhibit and an opportunity 
to explore some material history on display and related to the course.  
 
Week 4  27 September   1858 
• Read Tzu-I Chung, “Kwong Lee & Company and Early Trans-Pacific Trade: From Canton, 

Hong Kong, to Victoria and Barkerville,” BC Studies 185 (Spring 2015): 137-60. 
• Using the BC Historical Newspapers database, find and read one article from the Cariboo Sentinel 

(https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/bcnewspapers/xcariboosen) that Chung cites. Compare 
the newspaper article to her use and analysis of it. 
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• Look at Frederick Dally, “Views in British Columbia” (1868), a photograph album held by UBC 
Rare Books and Special Collections and digitized by UBC Open Collections here: 
https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/langmann/items/1.0053437. Pay particular attention to 
Dally’s photographs of the Cariboo region between pp. 69 and 107. 

 
   UNIT II 

A changing British Columbia at work? Left image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM54-S4-: Mi P4, Employees Hastings Sawmill, Vancouver, ca. 1889. Public domain. 
Right image: Library and Archives Canada, MIKAN 3196779, 3625968, A logger using her pike pole to create a boom, Richard Wright,  

Queen Charlotte Islands, (Haida Gwaii), 1943. License: https://creativecommons.orglicenses/by/2.0/. 

 
Week 5  2 October  1871 
 
Research project proposal due by 5 pm. Submit on Canvas. 
 
Week 5  4 October   1885 
• Read Sean Kheraj, “Making the Park Public,” chapter two in Inventing Stanley Park: An 

Environmental History (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2013), 56-91. 
• Search the City of Vancouver Archives catalogue (https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/) for a 

digitized photograph of Stanley Park from the nineteenth century. Come to class prepared to 
share and describe the photograph. 

• Go to Stanley Park or look at the City of Vancouver webpages related to the park (beginning 
here: https://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/stanley-park.aspx). Come to class with 
photos or summaries of two things you noticed about how history is represented there. 

 
Week 6 9 October  1914 
• No preparation required.  
 
Week 6 11 October  1914, cont’d  

                                    How to read primary sources? Transcription 
• Read Katharine A. McGowan, “‘Until We Receive Just Treatment’: The Fight against 

Conscription in the Naas Agency, British Columbia,” BC Studies 167 (Autumn 2010): 47-70. 
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• Read excerpts from testimony from the Kitwancool Band (18 April 1915), from the McKenna-
McBride commission, 16-24. Available on the Union of BC Indian Chiefs site via this link: 
https://v.gd/jSyhxc. (The very long original link is available on Canvas.) 

 
In addition to discussing the assigned readings, we will also work on transcription skills using 
examples of soldiers’ letters to British Columbia, digitized by the Canadian Letters & Images Project 
(http://canadianletters.ca/). There is no preparation required for this portion of the class time.  
 
Week 7 16 October  1935 
• No preparation required.  
 
Reminder: there is a portion of your grade set aside for meeting with me about your final project 
between now and 27 November. Drop into my office hours or email me to make an appointment. 
 
Week 7 18 October  1942 

                                    How to understand primary sources? Archival play 
• Read the short textbook background in Jordan Stanger-Ross, Pamela Sugiman, and the 

Landscapes of Injustice Collective, “Japanese Canadians in the Second World War,” section 6.17 
in John Douglas Belshaw, Canadian History: Post-Confederation (BC Open Textbook Project, 2016), 
https://opentextbc.ca/postconfederation/chapter/japanese-canadians-in-the-second-world-
war/.  

• Read Pamela Sugiman, “I Can Hear Lois Now: Corrections to My Story of the Internment of 
Japanese Canadians,” in The Canadian Oral History Reader, eds. Kristina R. Llewellyn, Alexander 
Freund, and Nolan Reilly (Montreal and Kingston: Queen’s University Press, 2015), 297-317. 

• Read finding aid for UBC Rare Books and Special Collections, RBSC-ARC-1786, Joan Gillis 
fonds, http://rbscarchives.library.ubc.ca/downloads/joan-gillis-fonds.pdf, especially the 
“Administrative History” and “Scope and Content” from 3-5. 

• Complete a short response to Sugiman’s “I Can Hear Lois Now.” In one page or less, 
summarize its topic and argument, and respond briefly to the issues she raises about doing 
historical research on this subject. You can submit this either today or by next Tuesday (23 
October). I do not intend it to be a time-consuming assignment, but rather a short 
demonstration of your regular preparation and reflection that could be easily completed in the 
part of today’s class time when you are not in RBSC. It will be assessed for completion (50%) 
and demonstrated engagement with the reading (50%) as part of your participation grade. 

 
Today, we will meet in UBC Rare Books and Special Collections again. Half of the class will be 
asked to arrive at 9:30 am and half to arrive at 10:10 am. I will let you know who is in which group 
after the course enrollment has been finalized and before this class meeting. Please remember to 
bring your student card. Once in RBSC, we will be looking at the Joan Gillis fonds, a collection of 
Japanese Canadian teenagers’ letters written to their friend Gillis during the Second World War. 
These letters are the subject of your next assignment, as well as primary sources that will help us to 
understand this week’s topic in British Columbian history. The required readings and short response 
will support our in-class activity today as well as your work on the assignment. 
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Week 8 23 October  1945 
• No preparation required.  

 
Week 8 25 October  1945, cont’d  

                                    How to interpret primary sources? Analysis 
• Listen to “Women Plan for the Post-War World,” broadcast for The Homemaker’s Program, CBC 

Radio, 3 January 1945 (14 minutes, 40 seconds), available via the CBC Archives, 
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/women-of-wwii-planning-for-the-post-war-world. There is 
currently no transcript for this segment; if this is a barrier to access for you, please contact me or 
the Centre for Accessibility as soon as possible. 

• How did the Ubyssey newspaper report on the impact of the Second World War on campus? 
Find one article from January 1945 that answers this question, using the digitized UBC Open 
collections database: https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/ubcpublications/ubysseynews. 
Come prepared to summarize and discuss your findings. 

 
UNIT III 

Did you know that some Canadians actually invaded Washington State in 1970 in protest of the American invasion of Cambodia?  
Image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM1667-: CVA 134-140, “Riot equipped American police and youths from Blaine confront Canadian group at Peace Arch Park,” 

Vancouver Express, 12 May 1970. Copyright: Pugstem Publications, reuse permitted with credit. 
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Week 9  30 October  1952     
 
Letter transcription and analysis due by 5pm. Submit on Canvas. 
 
Week 9 1 November  1952, cont’d 

                                    How to connect sources? Patterns and surprises 
• Read Tina Loo, “People in the Way: Modernity, Environment, and Society on British 

Columbia’s Arrow Lakes,” BC Studies 142-143 (Summer/Autumn 2004): 161-191.  
• Read Richard Allan Rajala, “‘This Wasteful Use of a River’: Log Driving, Conservation, and 

British Columbia’s Stellako River Controversy, 1965-72,” BC Studies 165 (Spring 2010): 31-74. 
 
Week 10 6 November  1972 
• No preparation required.  
 
Reminder: don’t forget to meet with me about your final project. Bring me your questions and your 
concerns, your frustrations and your celebrations! Drop into my office hours or email me to make 
an appointment to meet at a different time. 
 
Week 10 8 November  1972 

                                    How to make arguments? Synthesis in the archive  
• Read Kathleen Rodgers and Darcy Ingram, “Ideological Migration and War Resistance in British 

Columbia’s West Kootenays: An Analysis of Counterculture Politics and Community Networks 
Among Doukhobor, Quaker, and American Migrants during the Vietnam War Era,” American 
Review of Canadian Studies 44, 1 (2014): 96-117. 

• Read Lara Campbell, “‘Women United Against the War’: Gender Politics, Feminism, and 
Vietnam Draft Resistance in Canada,” chapter 34 in New World Coming: The Sixties and the Shaping 
of Global Consciousness, eds. Karen Dubinsky, Sean Mills, and Scott Rutherford (Toronto: Between 
the Lines, 2009), 339-348. 

• Read Lynn Ly, “Beyond Refusal: Queer Transpacific Feminism During the Vietnam War,” 
TOPIA: Canadian Journal of Cultural Studies 38 (Fall 2017): 145-154. 

• Complete a short response to these three readings. In about one page, summarize their 
arguments, and make your own argument about this topic in British Columbian history by 
connecting and using all three sources. You can submit this either today or by next Tuesday (13 
November). Again, I do not intend it to be a time-consuming assignment, but rather a short 
demonstration of your regular preparation and reflection that could be easily completed in the 
part of today’s class time when you are not in RBSC. It will be assessed for completion (50%) 
and demonstrated engagement with the reading (50%) as part of your participation grade. 

 
Today, we will meet in UBC Rare Books and Special Collections again, this time in order to look at 
archival sources related to the assigned readings. Half of the class will be asked to arrive at 9:30 and 
half to arrive at 10:10. I will let you know who is in what group before this class meeting.  
 
Week 11 13 November  1986 
• No preparation required.  
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Reminder: if you have not yet met with me about your project, I strongly encourage you to do so 
soon. Drop into my office hours or email me to make an appointment. 
 
Week 11 15 November  1994  
• Read Eryk Martin, “Canadian Communists and the Politics of Nature in British Columbia, 

1936-1956,” Twentieth Century Communism 5 (2013): 104-125. 
• Read David A. Rossiter, “The Nature of a Blockade: Environmental Politics and the Haida 

Action on Lyell Island, British Columbia,” in Blockades or Breakthroughs? Aboriginal Peoples Confront 
the Canadian State, eds. Yale D. Belanger and P. Whitney Lackenbauer (Kingston and Montreal: 
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2014), 70-89. 

• Read Niamh Moore, “Clayoquot Histories,” chapter four in The Changing Nature of Eco/Feminism: 
Telling Stories from Clayoquot Sound (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2015), 91-119. 

 
Week 12 20 November  How to advise and revise? Workshopping projects 
• Bring a piece of your project – an outline, a draft section, an argument, an update – so that the 

class can share research and work together towards the final assignment. By the end of this 
class, you should have a better understanding of your colleagues’ findings, and some useful 
suggestions for how to complete and revise your own work. 

 
Week 12 22 November  1995 
• Read Elsie Paul, “The Territory and People,” chapter one in Written as I Remember It: Teachings 

(Ɂəms taɁaw) from the Life of a Sliammon Elder, Elsie Paul in collaboration with Paige Raibmon 
and Harmony Johnson (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2014), 65-80. 

• Read Madeline Rose Knickerbocker and Sarah Nickel, “Negotiating Sovereignty: Indigenous 
Perspectives on the Patriation of a Settler Colonial Constitution, 1975-83,” BC Studies 190 
(Summer 2016): 67-87. 

• Read Gord Hill, “1995 Standoff at Ts’peten,” in The 500 Years of Resistance Comic Book 
(Vancouver: Arsenal Pulp, 2010), 78-83. 

 
UNIT IV 

 

 
These “Joseph Trutch was a racist bigot” stickers were added to street signs and postboxes on Trutch Street, Vancouver in 2012. Photo by Laura Ishiguro. 



 12 

Week 13 27 November  2018 
• No preparation required.  
 
Instead of our usual classroom, we will meet today at UBC’s Museum of Anthropology. If you do 
not know where this is, check the map here: http://www.maps.ubc.ca. Because of the gallery’s 
opening hours, we will meet at 10:00 am at the museum’s front entrance. Please be punctual. Your 
entry will be free. Large bags and backpacks are not allowed in the gallery, so you will need to check 
them in storage bins or lockers (for 25¢); you should keep valuables such as wallets with you. 
 
Week 13 29 November   So what? And what’s next? 
 
Research project due by 5 pm. Submit on Canvas. 
 
 
 
Take-home exam due by 5 pm on 13 December. Submit on Canvas. 
 
 
 

Once you reach this point, it’s time to relax! Images: Library and Archives Canada, PA-098849, Department of Mines and Resources, MIKAN 3387835,  
Relaxing at the beach, Vancouver, 1913. Cropped, license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 
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What assignments will you do? 
On what will your grade be based? 

Assignments are designed to build your knowledge, understanding, and skills over the term, with 
smaller, lower-risk work and regular in-class support building towards the larger final project and 
exam. Detailed instructions and marking rubrics for all assignments will be distributed in class and 
on Canvas. All written work should be submitted on Canvas. Late submissions will be penalized at a 
rate of 5% per day including weekends. Exceptions to this penalty will be granted if you qualify for 
concession for reasons covered by UBC policy (such as medical emergencies or religious 
observance, as explained here: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,48,0,0) or 
if you have spoken with me and we have made alternative arrangements before the deadline. 
 

Your work in this course will look different from this! Images: City of Vancouver Archives, AM1533-S2-4, Dunbar History Project, 2009-005.481, Pam Seivewright 
Chambers in wartime factory overalls, 1942; and 2009-005.204, 3379 West 22nd Ave. Mark Mount Sr. and Mr. McCraf, ca. 1912; and Library and Archives Canada, 

PA-122652, G. F. Ridsdale, MIKAN 3193444, Sikh man in Vancouver lumberyard, ca. 1900. Cropped, license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 

 
Assignment Percent of grade Due date 
Participation 15 Ongoing 
Research project proposal 10 2 October (Week 5) 
Letter transcription and analysis 15 30 October (Week 9) 
Research check-in 5 Office hours or by appointment between 15 

October and 27 November 
Research project 30 29 November (Week 13) 
Take-home exam 25 13 December 
 
Participation (15%)            
This grade will be assessed on a number of factors related to class: your attendance, your engaged 
classroom presence (including respectful listening), your demonstrated preparation for class 
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including familiarity with the assigned materials, and the quality of your contribution and 
participation in discussions, workshops, or other activities. Your participation grade will also include 
a short written response to the assigned readings on two days (18 October and 8 November), as 
explained in the week-by-week schedule above. On occasion, you may be asked to submit other in-
class exercises, which will enable me to assess the class’s understanding or progress in certain areas 
and which will also help to inform your participation grade.  
 
While the weekly portion of this grade is 
small, remember that it adds up, with the 
potential to impact your final mark 
significantly. (It’s the difference between a 
B and a C-, for example.) If you have 
concerns about your ability to participate, 
please speak with me as soon as possible 
so that we can discuss strategies and 
options as appropriate. One absence from 
class discussion will be automatically 
excused. (Learning objectives 1-3)  
 
Research project proposal (10%)          
This will be your first formal step towards the final project. If you are choosing the essay option for 
the project, your proposal should contain the following:  

1. Approximately two pages (double-spaced, full sentences and paragraphs, and with footnotes 
as needed) in which you a) provide a general introduction to your topic and indicate your 
key research question; b) explain why you are interested in this topic and/or why you think 
it is significant to research; and c) identify one body of primary sources (for example, a 
newspaper, a collection of letters, a Royal Commission report, a photograph album…) that 
you intend to use to explore this question. You do not need to have examined the sources 
yet, but you must have ensured that you will be able to access them. 

2. On a separate final page, provide a properly formatted bibliography with at least three 
relevant scholarly secondary sources that will help you to understand the historical context 
and significance of the primary sources you have chosen. 

 
If you are choosing the transcription portfolio option, your proposal should contain the following:  

1. Approximately two pages (double-spaced, full sentences and paragraphs, and with footnotes 
as needed) in which you a) identify the body of primary sources with which you intend to 
work and confirm that they have not yet been made available in transcribed form; b) provide 
a general introduction to the sources, their historical context, and/or their historical 
significance; c) provide a brief description of their archival history (ie. what repository holds 
them, when were they acquired, and from whom); and d) explain why you are interested in 
these sources and/or why you think they are significant to transcribe. 

2. On a separate final page, provide a properly formatted bibliography with at least three 
relevant scholarly secondary sources that will help you to understand the historical context 
and significance of the primary sources you have chosen. 

 

And your work will look different from this. Image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM1376-: 
CVA 304-3, Stettler Cigar Factory Ltd., ca. 1917, cropped. Public domain. 
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We will talk more about this in class. I will also distribute a list of suggested topics and primary 
sources, a guide to formatting bibliographies, and a marking rubric. Keep in mind that your project 
may change after the proposal stage; it is absolutely fine to switch options, topics, and/or sources if 
you discover that it would be more appropriate or feasible to do so. If you have any questions or 
concerns about the project and/or the proposal, at any stage, please speak with me. 
 
Submit the proposal on Canvas by 5 pm on 2 October 2018. (Learning objectives 1-3) 
 

And your work will look different from this, too… Images: City of Vancouver Archives, AM54-S4-: Out P803, Chinese men washing for gold near North Bend, 1891; 
AM1535-: CVA 99-735, 6th Field Co. Corp of Engineers, two soldiers with guitars, 1915-1917. Cropped, public domain. 

 
Letter transcription and analysis (15%)         
For this, you will be assigned one letter in the Joan Gillis fonds, which contains correspondence 
written by Japanese Canadian teenagers in the mid-twentieth century – an archival collection newly 
acquired by UBC Rare Books and Special Collections and never before used by historians! Your task 
will be to read and analyze the letter. You also have the option to share a transcript of the letter with 
RBSC, which is an opportunity to give back to the archive and support future research in the field.  
 
More specifically, you will submit for this assignment: 

1. A transcript of the assigned letter (ie. a typed version of what it says).  
2. A short analysis of the letter (approximately two pages double-spaced, full sentences and 

paragraphs, and with footnotes as needed). This will include a brief identification of the 
letter and summary of its content, and a longer analysis that explains its historical 
significance using supporting evidence from the letter. For this, you might consider: does it 
tell us something new or different from what we’ve learned in class and/or what was 
covered in the readings? Does it illuminate something about a theme in the course? How 
and why might this source be useful for or important to historians? 

3. A clear statement that indicates whether you are willing to share your transcript with Rare 
Books and Special Collections for future use in a digitized collection of the letters and/or 
inclusion in hard copy in the archival collection, and if so, whether you would like to be 



 16 

named as a transcriber or kept anonymous. Your decision in these respects will not impact 
your grade on the assignment, but you must indicate your choice either way. 

 
We will discuss and practice related skills in class prior to the due date, and I will distribute a guide 
to transcription and a marking rubric. You will be given a copy of your letter in class on 11 October 
and we will visit RBSC on 18 October to look at the letters in person. 
 
Submit the transcript and analysis on Canvas by 5 pm on 30 October 2018. (Learning objectives 1-2) 
 

Research check-in (5%)    

This grade will be granted in full if and when 
you come to my office to meet with me about 
your research project between 15 October and 
27 November. (Of course, you are welcome and 
encouraged to meet with me earlier in the term 
as well and/or more than just once!)  
 
Drop in to my scheduled office hours, or email 
to arrange a meeting at a different time. 
(Learning objectives 1-2) 
 
 
 

Research project (30%)           
There are two options for this assignment. Both give you an opportunity to dive deeply into a body 
of primary sources that you find interesting and discover things that we don’t yet know! 
 
If you choose the essay option, you will research a topic related to British Columbian history, and 
present this work in an essay (approximately ten double-spaced pages including footnotes, plus a 
bibliography). This essay will develop an historical argument and analysis centred on a close reading 
of one body of primary sources – for example, a newspaper, a collection of letters, a Royal 
Commission report, a photograph album, etc. – and supported by a solid understanding of the wider 
historical context developed through engagement with at least five related scholarly secondary 
sources. Your essay will also be accompanied by a short reflection (approximately one to two pages) 
that explains your choices and experiences in research, and assesses the final product’s success.  
 
If you choose the transcription portfolio option, you will work closely with a body of handwritten 
primary sources that are related to British Columbian history and that have never been made 
available in transcribed form. Your final project will include a short introduction (approximately two 
to three double-spaced pages including footnotes) that discusses the sources’ historical context and 
significance, supported by examples from the sources and contextual research using at least five 
related scholarly secondary sources; transcripts of the sources accompanied by digital images of the 
originals; a bibliography; and a short reflection (approximately one to two pages) that explains your 
choices and experiences, and assesses the final product’s success. If you choose this option, consult 
with me so that we can ensure that you are taking on a body of sources, or a section thereof, that 
will make your portfolio approximately equivalent to the work of producing an essay. (Depending 

And your work will definitely look different from this!  
Images: City of Vancouver Archives, AM54-S4-2-: CVA 371-1127, Police 
dispersing a crowd during Powell Street Riot, 1935. Cropped, public domain. 
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on institutional needs and copyright permissions, and of course depending on whether you want to 
do so, this could also be another opportunity to contribute to digitized or archival collections and 
future research in the field by sharing your transcripts with the archive, though this is not a 
requirement or part of my assessment of the assignment.)  

 
Again, I will distribute a list of 
suggested topics and sources, a 
guide to formatting footnotes 
and bibliographies, and a 
marking rubric. We will discuss 
the project and related skills 
throughout term. 
 
Submit the project on Canvas by 
5 pm on 29 November 2018. 
(Learning objectives 1-2) 
 
Both project options offer a chance to develop and show off 
historical research skills. Image: City of Vancouver 
Archives, AM281-S8-: CVA 180-37, Girls’ Talent 
Group from Kelowna, PNE collection, 1958. Cropped, 
license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 

 

Take-home exam (25%)           
The take-home exam will ask you to demonstrate an understanding of course material, apply skills, 
and communicate “take-home lessons” about British Columbian history. It will have three sections: 
1) a primary source analysis, 2) an essay on a theme that connects readings, lectures, and other 
course content, and 3) a short answer that explains the historical context for a current news story. 
You will have an opportunity to shape the specific questions near the end of term. The exam itself 
will be distributed two weeks ahead of the due date; it is intended to take approximately the same 
amount of time as a scheduled exam plus studying for a scheduled exam. 
 
Submit the take-home exam on Canvas by 5 pm on 13 December 2018. (Learning objectives 1-3) 

Now don’t forget to stop, have a treat, have fun, and celebrate what you’ve done.  
Images: City of Vancouver Archives, AM640-: CVA 260-347, Man holding ice cream cones while leaning on stop sign, James Crookall, ca. 1930, license: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/; CVA, AM281-S8-: CVA 180-5963, P.N.E. Dance Party in Exhibition Gardens, [1964?], license: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/; and CVA, AM54-S4-: Mount P65.1, Acting up in front of the Grouse Mountain Chalet, ca. 1930, public domain. 
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Grading scale             
% 0-49 50-54 55-59 60-63 64-67 68-71 72-75 76-79 80-84 85-89 90-100 

Letter F D C- C C+ B- B B+ A- A A+ 

What do you need to know about being in this course? 
Don’t suffer in silence. I really encourage you to speak with me if you have any questions or concerns. 
Drop by during my office hours, or email me to arrange a meeting at a different time. 
 

Create community. We will deal with some challenging topics, and our success depends on the 
classroom being a respectful space where it is okay to make mistakes but never okay to be malicious. 
During discussion and activities, please give your colleagues your complete attention. 

Teamwork. Image: City of Vancouver Archives, AM1533-S2-4-: 2009-005.582, Musqueam lacrosse team, Dunbar History Project, ca. 1930, cropped.  
License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 

 

Come to class prepared, and make sure that you have access to any required readings for the class, as discussion and 
activities will require your active use (rather than your general memory) of them. 
 

Practice common sense and respect in your use of technology, and be aware that your choices affect others as well as you. 
Phones should be turned to silent and put away. If you use a laptop in lecture, please use it only for 
note-taking or other class-related activities, and sit at the back so that your screen doesn’t distract 
others; minimize its use in discussions so that your primary attention is with your colleagues. You 
may be asked to put technology away if it is a barrier to anyone’s active and attentive participation. If 
you require the use of technology beyond these parameters, ensure that you have given me the 
paperwork from the Centre for Accessibility and/or otherwise contacted me on this point.  
 

Accommodations and accessibility. Students with disabilities can seek academic accommodations from the 
Centre for Accessibility under the terms of UBC Policy 73. You can find out more here: 
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https://students.ubc.ca/academic-success/academic-supports/academic-accommodations-
disabilities. If you have such accommodations, ensure that I have the documentation from the 
Centre for Accessibility as soon as possible, as you have a right to have these needs met. If there are 
other aspects of this course that are barriers to your learning or inclusion, please speak with me so 
that we can develop strategies or adjustments that will meet your needs and course requirements. 
You are never required or expected to disclose to me the reasons for any access needs. 
 

Academic conduct. This course is rooted in the principles of academic integrity. In its simplest form, 
this means we are all expected to do responsible and honest work. It involves submitting your own 
original and independent work, and giving appropriate credit to everyone whose work has been 
essential for your own. This practice is an important component of being part of an academic 
community and conversation; it is a valuable part of the course’s learning experience; and it is a 
useful set of skills that will be applicable to future courses, jobs, and more. In addition, there are 
serious repercussions for academic misconduct like plagiarism or cheating. These can include a zero 
on the assignment, failure of the course, a notation on your transcript, and suspension or expulsion. 
 

How can you practice academic integrity and avoid plagiarism? A few tips include:  
1. Start your assignments with lots of time to spare so that you are less pressed at the deadline.  
2. Do the work yourself, but remember that you can ask me for help. 
3. Take careful notes as you research, making sure that you distinguish between quotations (or 

anything close to a quotation) and notes written completely in your own words. Also keep 
diligent track of all sources, page numbers (if published), or box and file numbers (if archival) 
for all of your notes. Trust me: these things will be impossible to remember later! 

 

For more information, check this guide: http://learningcommons.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/. You 
can also consult the UBC History Writing Centre for details on the proper use of citations: 
http://www.history.ubc.ca/content/common-questions-about-citations. Related UBC policies and 
definitions can be found here: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=3,54,111,0. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please come to see me before you submit the work. 

Overall, we’re aiming for a class in which you can play with new ideas and push yourselves with good support. Images: Library and Archives Canada, MIKAN 3601927, 
3845902, playground monitor Lila Gee with children playing basketball at McLean Park, Vancouver, Gar Lunney, 1951. License: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/; and City of Vancouver Archives, VPK-S625-: CVA 392-1773, Italian grandmother and two children at McLean 
Replacement [Campbell Avenue at Union Street], 1962. Public domain. 
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Where can you find help or support? 
You are always encouraged to speak with me if you need help, have questions or concerns, or just 
want to chat about the course. Other places where you can find support or community include: 
 

1. If you are in crisis, the Crisis Centre (https://crisiscentre.bc.ca/) is an off-campus resource 
with phone and chat options that are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 
2. History Department’s Writing Centre (http://www.history.ubc.ca/content/writing-centre): includes 

information on writing a research paper, developing a topic and thesis, and citation styles.  
3. UBC Learning Commons (http://learningcommons.ubc.ca/): a range of useful learning resources, 

academic support, and information about borrowing equipment like laptops. 
4. UBC Library (http://www.library.ubc.ca/): among other things, a useful series of guides to doing 

research, as well as a place to do it! 
5. Centre for Accessibility (https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/centre-for-accessibility): 

support designed to remove barriers for students with disabilities; also facilitates disability related 
accommodations. Students with disabilities who wish to have academic accommodations should 
contact the centre so that I can ensure fair access to the course as soon as possible.  

6. First Nations House of Learning (http://aboriginal.ubc.ca/longhouse/fnhl/): services including 
academic advising and a computer centre for Indigenous students.  

7. International Student Guide (https://students.ubc.ca/international-student-guide): resources, 
information, and services for international students. 

8. Student Services – Health and Wellness (https://students.ubc.ca/health-wellness): support and 
resources for stress and overwhelm, mental and physical health support, and studying advice. 

9. Counselling Services (https://students.ubc.ca/health-wellness/counselling-services): counselling.  
10. Arts Advising (https://students.arts.ubc.ca/advising/): advising services for Arts students, 

including handling requests for academic concession.  
11. Extended Learning courses in writing and the English language (http://cstudies.ubc.ca/writing/): non-

credit courses if you wish to improve your academic, professional, business, and creative writing 
and/or your use of English as an additional language.  

12. AMS Sexual Assault Support Centre (http://amssasc.ca/): free and confidential support for people 
of all genders who have experienced sexual assault, partner violence, and harassment, provided 
by the AMS. The UBC Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office (https://svpro.ubc.ca/) also 
provides resources and support, including help with academic concessions and explanations of 
reporting options, should you choose to do so. 

13. Speakeasy (http://www.ams.ubc.ca/services/speakeasy/): confidential, one-on-one peer support. 
14. AMS Tutoring (http://www.ams.ubc.ca/services/tutoring/): AMS-run student tutoring. 
15. Advocacy and Ombudsperson Offices (http://www.ams.ubc.ca/services/advocacy-ombuds/): 

responsible for representing students and resolving disputes. 
16. AMS Food Bank (http://www.ams.ubc.ca/services/food-bank/): emergency food relief.  
17. Enrolment Services Professional (https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/enrolment-services-

professionals-esp): support for a range of issues, including if you experience financial distress. 
18. VICE (http://www.ams.ubc.ca/services/vice/): AMS group providing education, dialogue, and 

mentorship regarding substance use and harm reduction. 


