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Why open access? 

•  Sage AcJon Research 
h>p://arj.sagepub.com/content/
9/1/12.full.pdf+html 



Why open access? 

•  Sage AcJon Research 
h>p://arj.sagepub.com/content/
9/1/12.full.pdf+html 



InternaJonal Journal of 
CommunicaJon 

•  h>p://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/arJcle/
view/750 





Major assignment – examples & 
resources 

•  OA class 2008  h>p://blogs.ubc.ca/oaclass/ 
•  CreaJve Commons Canada 
h>p://creaJvecommons.org/ 

•  Flickr h>p://www.flickr.com/ 

h>p://www.flickr.com/photos/
blmiers2/5006132868/sizes/
m/in/photostream/ 

CC‐BY‐NC‐SA 

Some rights reserved by blmiers2 



Special opJons 2011 

•  Sparky Awards h>p://sparkyawards.org/  
•  Open Access Directory 
h>p://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Main_Page 

•  Screencast tutorial h>p://www.screenr.com/  



OA in context: related movements 

•  Open educaJon / open educaJonal resources 
•  Open data 
•  Open source 
•  Open government 

•  CreaJve commons 



DefiniJons & history 

•  Public & publishing 
•  Free to read / access principle (Willinsky) 

•  Free online scholarship (Suber) 
•  Open access (Budapest Open Access IniJaJve, 
Berlin, Bethesda) 



“The literature that should be freely accessible online is 
that which scholars give to the world without 
expectaJon of payment…By "open access" to this 
literature, we mean its free availability on the public 
internet, permikng any users to read, download, copy, 
distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these 
arJcles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to 
solware, or use them for any other lawful purpose, 
without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than 
those inseparable from gaining access to the internet 
itself. The only constraint on reproducJon and 
distribuJon, and the only role for copyright in this 
domain, should be to give authors control over the 
integrity of their work and the right to be properly 
acknowledged and cited”.   Budapest Open Access 
IniJaJve h>p://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml 



Two approaches to open access: 

Open access publishing (journals, monographs, 
etc.) – also called the gold road 

Open access archiving (self‐archiving) – also 
called the green road 



Open access terms 

•  GraJs:  free to read 
Vs. 

•  Libre:  free to reuse 

•  Open access to a work versus open access as a 
process (e.g. opening up access to older 
works) 



Related terms 

•  Free back issues (delayed open access, 
embargoed open access) 

•  Hybrid open access journals (some arJcles are 
free, others toll access) 

•  Public access (as in the NIH Public Access 
Policy – refers to graJs rather than libre open 
access) 



Mapping open access to creaJve 
commons 

•  CC‐BY (A>ribuJon only) 
•  CC‐BY‐NC (A>ribuJon, noncommercial) 

•  CC‐BY‐NC‐SA (A>ribuJon, noncommercial, 
sharealike) 



Degrees of open access 

•  Access Principle 
•  Open Access Journals without CC licensing 
•  OA journals with CC‐ND (no derivaJves) 
•  Gold without green 
•  OA with restricJons (e.g. publisher – OA but 
only on my site) 

•  OA but registraJon required 



Points of confusion 

•  OA versus online 
•  Accidental OA 
•  Free trials / promoJon 

•  Developing country programs (HINARI) 

•  Deliberate decepJon! (less relevant than in 
the past) 



The open access citaJon impact 
advantage 

•  Hitchcock, Steve. The effect of open access 
and downloads ('hits') on cita5on impact: a 
bibliography of studies 

•  h>p://opcit.eprints.org/oacitaJon‐biblio.html 

•  The weight of evidence supports an open 
access citaJon impact advantage of varying 
degrees depending on factors such as 
discipline. 



Open access: vision 
 From the Budapest Open Access IniJaJve: 
 An old tradi+on and a new technology have converged to make 
possible an unprecedented public good. The old tradi+on is the 
willingness of scien+sts and scholars to publish the fruits of their 
research in scholarly journals without payment, for the sake of 
inquiry and knowledge. The new technology is the internet. The 
public good they make possible is the world‐wide electronic 
distribu+on of the peer‐reviewed journal literature and completely 
free and unrestricted access to it by all scien+sts, scholars, teachers, 
students, and other curious minds. Removing access barriers to this 
literature will accelerate research, enrich educa+on, share the 
learning of the rich with the poor and the poor with the rich, make 
this literature as useful as it can be, and lay the founda+on for 
uni+ng humanity in a common intellectual conversa+on and quest 
for knowledge.  



Accelerate research 

•  Scholarship builds on prior scholarship 
•  Most science (scholarship) is incremental; 
when we share our steps, we make it easy for 
us to build on our work, help US achieve OUR 
goals 

•  Libre open access is key to acceleraJng 
research through data mining, automaJon of 
some basic reading, collaJng & translaJon 



Enrich educaJon 

•  Facilitates research and/or research 
parJcipaJon by undergraduates, high school 
students, the public 

•  Facilitates lifelong learning 



Share the learning of the rich with the 
poor and the poor with the rich 

•  Global equity vs. global charity 
•  ParJcipaJon in the global scholarly 
conversaJon 

•  South to North knowledge gap & 
•  South to South knowledge gap 
 (Leslie Chan, Bioline InternaJonal) 



Around the globe… 

•  Bioline InternaJonal 
h>p://www.bioline.org.br/ 

•  Medknow PublicaJons 
h>p://www.medknow.com/ 

•  Eifl: enabling access to knowledge in 
developing and transiJon countries 
h>p://www.eifl.net/ 



Make this literature as useful  
as it can be … 

•  Facilitates evidence based pracJce 
•  Inform policy 

•  Knowledge translaJon 



“and lay the founda+on 
for uni+ng humanity 
in a common 
intellectual 
conversa+on and 
quest for knowledge” 



Library associaJon resoluJons & 
posiJon statements 

•  Canadian Library AssociaJon Open Access 
PosiJon Statement 
h>p://www.cla.ca/AM/Template.cfm?
SecJon=PosiJon_Statements&Template=/CM/
ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=5306  

•  BCLA Open Access ResoluJon 
h>p://www.bcla.bc.ca/ipc/page/
resoluJons.aspx  



Open access journals 

•  Directory of Open Access Journals 
– vekng & weeding 

– subject and country lists 
– author search 
– arJcle search 
– sponsors & membership 



Open access publishers 

•  Public Library of Science 
•  BioMedCentral (Springer) 
•  Hindawi 
•  Copernicus 
•  Medknow 
•  Co‐AcJon Publishing 
•  Most are small 
•  New / growing:  Springer, Wiley, Nature 
•  Open Access Scholarly Publishers’ AssociaJon 



Library publishing services 

•  OJS hosJng & support available at UBC, SFU, U 
Vic, and many other libraries 



PLoS Biology h>p://
www.plosbiology.org/ 



PLoS ONE h>p://www.plosone.org/ 



First Monday h>p://firstmonday.org/ 



Resources for journals and publishers 

•  Public Knowledge Project h>p://pkp.sfu.ca/ 
(Open Journal Systems, Open Conference Systems, Open 
Archives Harvester) 

•  SSHRC Aid to Scholarly Journals 
h>p://www.sshrc‐crsh.gc.ca/funding‐financement/programs‐
programmes/scholarly_journals‐revues_savantes‐eng.aspx 

•  Compact for Open Access Publishing Equity 
h>p://www.oacompact.org/ 

•  Open Access Scholarly Publishers AssociaJon 
h>p://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ojs 



Economic supports for open access 
journals 

•  Library publisher memberships 
•  Library / insJtuJonal author’s funds 
•  Library / insJtuJonal journal hosJng 
•  Grant funds / funding agencies 
•  SSHRC 
•  Sponsorships & adverJsing 



Open access publishing iniJaJves 

•  SCOAP3 (Sponsoring ConsorJum for Open 
Access ParJcle Physics Publishing) 
h>p://scoap3.org/ 

•  Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
h>p://plato.stanford.edu/ 

•  Open HumaniJes Press 
h>p://openhumaniJespress.org/ 

•  Open Journal Systems h>p://pkp.sfu.ca/?
q=ojs 



Open Access Archives:  PresentaJons 

•  Open Archives IniJaJve  
•  Sherpa RomEO Publisher Copyright Policies 
and Self‐Archiving 

•  arXiv 



Some open access archives 

•  PubMedCentral / PMC InternaJonal 
– authors 
–  journals 

•  rePEC 
•  E‐LIS 
•  CARL InsJtuJonal Repositories Program 

•  UBC, SFU, U Vic, RRU, Pangaea, SOL*R 



OA archives: some contents 

•  theses 
•  peer‐reviewed literature 
•  learning objects 
•  mulJmedia 



OA archives: emerging  

•  Convergence of journals and archives  
•  Overlay journals  
•  Versioning quesJons 
•  Content recruitment 

•  Solware development 

•  Policy (next week) 


