
News from the 

 
CENES Film Collection     October 2019 

New Acquisitions 
 

Bauhaus Spirit: 100 Years of Bauhaus - Vom Bauen 

der Zukunft - 100 Jahre Bauhaus (dir. Niels Bolbrinker 
and Thomas Tielsch, 2019) DVD-NTSC  
	
The	film	describes	the	fascinating	story	of	the	Bauhaus	as	
the	statement,	the	failure	and	the	renewal	of	a	social	utopia.	
And	it	tells	of	artists,	scientists	and	architects	today,	who,	in	
their	examinations	of	current	challenges	also	relate	to	the	
Bauhaus.	 That	 way,	 the	 story	 of	 this	 unfinished	 utopian	
project	with	its	manifold	exciting	cross-references	unfolds	

before	our	eyes	while	always	keeping	in	touch	with	the	questions	still	topical	
today:	How	do	we	want	to	 live,	where	do	we	want	to	go?	(In	English,	French,	
German	and	Spanish	with	English	subtitles.)	
	
Plot	summary,	and	more	information	and	trailer:	http://icarusfilms.com/if-bau		
	
 

 

 

 

Der Fall Jägerstätter - The Refusal (dir. Axe Corti, 
1971) DVD-PAL Region 0 
	
Who	was	Franz	Jägerstätter?	On	August	9,	1943,	the	Nazis	
executed	 the	 conscientious	 objector	 in	 a	 prison	 in	
Brandenburg	 an	 der	 Havel,	 close	 to	 Berlin.	 The	 simple	
Upper	Austrian	peasant	from	St.	Radegund,	situated	in	the	
Innviertel	 region	 close	 to	 Hitler’s	 birthplace	 of	 Braunau,	
was	 drafted	 into	 the	 Wehrmacht	 for	 military	 service	 in	

1940.	After	weeks	of	basic	training,	he	was	exempted	from	military	duty	due	to	
being	“indispensable”	on	his	farm.	When	he	was	drafted	again	in	February	1943,	
Jägerstätter,	 the	 father	of	 four	young	girls,	refused	to	serve	due	to	his	strong	
religious	convictions.	(In	German	only.)	
	
Plot	summary	and	more	information	on	Franz	Jägerstätter:		
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/story-austrian-catholic-resister-franz-jagerstatter		
Trailer	with	English	subtitles:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDvW42iSeVs	
	
 

 

 

 

 



 

Funny Games (dir. Michael Haneke, 1997) DVD-NTSC 
	
Michael	 Haneke’s	 most	 notorious	 provocation,	Funny	
Games	spares	 no	 detail	 in	 its	 depiction	 of	 the	 agony	 of	 a	
bourgeois	 family	held	captive	at	 their	vacation	home	by	a	
pair	 of	white-gloved	 young	men.	 In	 a	 series	 of	 escalating	
“games,”	 the	 sadistic	 duo	 subject	 their	 victims	 to	
unspeakable	 physical	 and	 psychological	 torture	 over	 the	
course	 of	 a	 night.	 A	 home-invasion	 thriller	 in	 which	 the	

genre’s	threat	of	bloodshed	is	made	stomach-churningly	real,	the	film	ratchets	
up	shocks	even	as	its	executioners	interrupt	the	action	to	address	the	audience,	
drawing	queasy	attention	to	the	way	that	cinema	milks	pleasure	from	pain	and	
stokes	our	appetite	for	atrocity.	With	this	controversial	treatise	on	violence	and	
entertainment,	 Haneke	 issued	 a	 summation	 of	 his	 cinematic	 philosophy,	
implicating	his	audience	in	a	spectacle	of	unbearable	cruelty.	(In	German	with	
English	subtitles.)	
	
Plot	summary:	https://www.criterion.com/films/28836-funny-games	
Trailer:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkbG1uSH0to	
	
	
	
 

 

The White Ribbon - Das weisse Band (dir. Michael 
Haneke, 2009) DVD-NTSC 
	
From	July,	1913	to	the	outbreak	of	World	War	I,	a	series	of	
incidents	take	place	in	a	German	village.	A	horse	trips	on	a	
wire	 and	 throws	 the	 rider;	 a	 woman	 falls	 to	 her	 death	
through	rotted	planks;	the	local	baron's	son	is	hung	upside	
down	in	a	mill;	parents	slap	and	bully	their	children;	a	man	
is	cruel	to	his	long-suffering	lover;	another	sexually	abuses	
his	 daughter.	 People	 disappear.	 A	 callow	 teacher,	 who	

courts	 a	 nanny	 in	 the	 baron's	 household,	 narrates	 the	 story	 and	 tries	 to	
investigate	 the	 connections	 among	 these	 accidents	 and	 crimes.	 What	 is	
foreshadowed?	Are	the	children	holy	innocents?	God	may	be	in	His	heaven,	but	
all	is	not	right	with	the	world;	the	center	cannot	hold.	(In	German	with	English	
and	French	subtitles.)	
	
Plot	summary	and	trailer:	https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1149362/	
	
	
	
	
 

 
[Michael Haneke] is, depending on whom you ask, the minister of fear, 
a master of horrors, Europe’s greatest auteur, or simply a sadist. 
Although his films are considered violent, nearly all the physical 
violence occurs offscreen. His camera omits the brains-on-the-

windshield clichés and torture porn of Hollywood. It lights, instead, on the everyday 
cruelties to which audiences are not yet numb: the petty acts of bullying, the failure to 
listen, the delusions of class and privilege.  
—Luisa Zielinski 
 
The Paris Review [https://www.theparisreview.org/interviews/6354/michael-haneke-the-art-of-
screenwriting-no-5-michael-haneke] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wir sind jung. Wir sind stark - We Are Young. We Are 

Strong. (dir. Burhan Qurbani, 2014) DVD-PAL 

	
Rostock-Lichtenhagen,	 August	 1992:	 Unemployed	 youths	
struggle	 with	 their	 boredom	 and	 frustrations	 in	 a	
prefabricated	housing	development.	At	night,	they	run	riot,	
fighting	with	the	police	and	foreigners.	The	confrontations	
become	 so	 threatening	 that	 the	 authorities	 decide	 to	
evacuate	 the	 Romanian	 Roma	 from	 a	 refugee	 centre.	 As	
potential	 victims,	 the	 Vietnamese	 remain	 in	 the	 so-called	

“Sonnenblumenhaus”	 (sunflower	 house).	 The	 riots	 escalate,	 but	 the	 police	
retreat,	 and	 a	 night	 of	 violence	 ensues	 –	 before	 the	 eyes	 of	 a	 gaping	 and	
applauding	 crowd.	 The	 young	 filmmaker	 Burhan	 Qurbani	 reconstructs	 the	
notorious	night	 that	became	a	national	disgrace.	 (In	German	and	Vietnamese	
with	English	subtitles.)	
	
Plot	summary:	https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/ver.cfm?fuseaction=events.detail&event_id=20887706	
Trailer	with	English	subtitles:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVV5tujO4DA	
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News from the 

 
CENES Film Collection   November 2019 

New Acquisitions 
 
Aus dem Nichts – In the Fade (dir. Fatih Akin, 2017) 
DVD-PAL Region 2  
 
A loving, if unconventional wife and mother, Katja’s life falls apart 
when her Kurdish husband Nuri and their young son Rocco are killed 
in a bombing in their home city of Hamburg. Struggling to cope with 
shock and the weight of her tremendous grief, she becomes obsessed 
with finding the perpetrators and understanding the reasons behind the 
seemingly senseless killing. [. . . ] A politically charged tale of grief 
and violence in modern Germany, Akin’s film dwells on both the 
pleasures of multiculturalism and the horror it causes on the far right; 
asking questions about how liberal societies should deal with home-
grown extremists, as well as how their victims can fight back.  

Plot summary: https://www.independentcinemaoffice.org.uk/films/in-the-fade-aus-dem-nichts/ 
Trailer: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5723272/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

 
German Film Series 

    18 November 2019 @ 5pm Coming Out (dir. Heiner Carow, 1989)  

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-Hsn_SyB1I 

     Sneak preview and preliminary screening schedule for Term II 
20 January 2020 @ 5pm Wir sind jung. Wir sind stark. (dir. Burhan Qurbani, 2015) 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVV5tujO4DA 

    24 February 2020 @ 5pm Styx (dir. Wolfgang Fischer, 2018) 

    Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNRpxY3-y4U 
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News from the 

 
CENES  Film Collection        December 2019 

New Acquisitions 
 
 

Eyes Wide Shut (dir. Stanley Kubrick, 1999) DVD-NTSC 
 
Relocating the events of Arthur Schnitzler’s 1926 psychosexual novella, 
Dream Story, from early 20th-century Vienna to eve-of-the-millennium 
Manhattan, Eyes Wide Shut depicts an extraordinary chapter in the life of Dr 
Bill Harford, who embarks on a dreamlike nocturnal odyssey after his wife, 
Alice, confesses, while intoxicated, to having had intense fantasies about 
another man. Bill’s wanderings offer him an enticing glimpse of a murky, 
sexual underworld, and ultimately lead him to a ritualistic masked orgy in an 

opulent mansion. 
 
Plot summary: https://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/features/eyes-wide-shut-stanley-kubrick-tom-cruise-nicole-kidman 
Official trailer and short interview with Kubrick’s daughter and friends: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSS47StLOhk 
 
This was Kubrick’s very last film, released shortly before his death in 1999. He considered it to be his masterwork. 
 
Here is a link to the complete 1969 German Television adaptation of Arthur Schnitzler’s Traumnovelle (with 
English subtitles): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d172U5tmTwQ 
 
Less overtly steamy than Kubrick’s version, but very good at portraying the spirit of  fin-de-siècle	Vienna,	
including the more subtle and ominous forms of eroticism and violence. 
 
 

More new films are expected to arrive in January 2020! 
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