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Overview:
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Guiding Questions:



Introduction Activity: Popcorn!
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Take-aways: Does Coaching Help?
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Teacher inquiry is...
…

…



The distinction?

● Teacher Research is part of good teacher inquiry. It is a process of inquiring into 
teaching practice with a proposed hypothesis (typically, qualitative research). 
Research does not necessarily mean you will change your practice. 

Where as...

● Teacher Inquiry is a process of observing and reflecting on teacher practice, 
proposing a hypothesis to improve teaching, researching or collaborating, and 
taking action based on your findings to improve teaching where possible. 



Why?
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But really why?!

“Education is what remains after what 
one has forgotten what they learned in 

school”
Albert Einstein



Really, this is why.

●
○

○



Getting Students Involved in Inquiry 
Reading: Family is someone to tuck you into Bed: Teaching a Unit on Family 
Diversity

● “We don’t make fun of anybody’s learning” is the teacher’s  only classroom rule.  
○ Q. Why do you guys think that this is important? 

● Creating a classroom that is accepting of social, cognitive, and personal 
differences

● Investigation of family diversity in the classroom
● As a teacher, preparing students to become good, critically minded citizens for 

the future, you would have to be able to struggle with your own beliefs, 
traditions and opinions as well, just like her students too

● wants to give students the courage to speak up and stand up for themselves and 
to question the status quo

(Beale, 2004)



● Results of the teachers’ inquiry: 
○ Overall found that the class seemed much more at ease with each other; 

more open
○ Bigger risk-takers in all their learning
○ During discussions (sitting in a circle), they started looking at and 

addressing each other more
○ Initially, comments were directed to teacher
○ Towards middle and end of unit, class ran out of time because students 

wanted to share their experiences 
○ Increased oral participation of all students

● Q1. How do you feel about this method? What are the pros for this method?
● Q2. Would you use this method in  your own classroom?  Why or why not?

(Beale, 2004)



Reading: Free-Run Children

- Mr. McIsaac wanted to “investigate the relationship between space and healthy 
learning environments” 

- His grade seven students spent four weeks investigating: field work, measuring, 
calculating, comparing, synthesizing information, proposing solutions

- Mr. McIsaac found it “difficult to summarize what [he] learned from this 
activity” but the most important finding was that 

“children are able to construct meaning and to create and to celebrate learning in dynamic 
ways. That is to say, despite the landscape they find themselves in, children are capable of 
learning”

(McIsaac, 2004)



Teacher’s Role in Student Inquiry 

- Teacher has to be the “chief knowledge seeker” 
- Students as information producers, not consumers 
- Teacher doesn’t have all of the answers → prepare students to find answers 

and formulate solutions (Power on Texas, 2011) 

- Teacher not authority on knowledge, but “mentor and orchestrator” 
- Teacher creates learning community where everyone teaches each other 
- Teacher creates environment for students to play with creating knowledge 

(Sarkar, 2008) 



- From “Free Run Children” Mr. McIsaac’s students gained skills in basic data 
analysis, critical thinking, problem-solving, and creating solutions 

- Mr. McIsaac gave students tools to compare data and guided students in 
discussions which encouraged them to think critically (McIsaac, 2004)

What do teachers gain from having their students engage in inquiry? What is a way 
you could get your students involved in inquiry in your classrooms? Discuss in 
groups for 3 minutes. 

Teacher’s Role in Student Inquiry (continued) 



Exit Slip

On a piece of paper please answer the following questions:

1. Is involving students in inquiry worth the time and energy required by the 
process? Does the end result justify the investment of time and resources? 
(Think about for secondary students who you only see for one block a day.)  

2. How do you engage students who are reluctant about participating? 
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