
SCIE 220  

Introduction to Sustainability* 
 

Term 2 (January – April 2014) 

Tuesdays and Thursdays  

11:00 am – 12:20 pm 

 
What is SCIE 220? 

This brand new course explores the three pillars of 
sustainability – science, economics, and society – and 
examines how perspectives and attitudes influence the role 
of these pillars when making sustainability decisions. 

 

Who can take SCIE 220? 

This course is open to Year 2 or Year 3 students from any 
faculty. However, space is limited. 

 

How is it different? 

Most university courses focus on a particular subject, but in 
reality, all disciplines overlap. SCIE 220 challenges you to 
make connections between subjects and to consider multiple 
perspectives when analyzing information and proposing 
solutions to complex problems.   

 

How will you be marked? 

Projects, quizzes, and a weekly journal (no final exam) 
 

*Course availability is subject to final approval by UBC Senate. 

What will you learn? 

UBC emphasizes the importance of its graduates being 
conversant in sustainability. SCIE 220 introduces you to 
fundamental sustainability concepts as well as some of the 
analytical tools used when discussing sustainability. You 
will propose solutions to contemporary sustainability 
challenges and then communicate your ideas orally and in 
writing to diverse audiences. 

 

It’s all connected! But, how do we balance the perspectives? 

Peer-reviewed scientific data must be considered together 
with the economic realities and social implications of 
sustainability policy decisions.  

Policy decisions shouldn’t be made without considering 
solid scientific data and budgets.  

Spending on sustainability policy and action must align 
with the needs of society and be justified by data showing 
that the spending is a good use of the funds.  

 

Example topics:  

Are biofuels really more sustainable than fossil fuels? 
How do you know?  

What effect does foreign aid really have on a developing 
nation? How do you measure this? Does it lead to a 
sustainable economy? 

Are new oil pipelines good for Canada’s economy? Does 
it depend who you ask? 

 

What do you think? 
 
For more information please contact Eric Jandciu (jandciu@mail.ubc.ca) 

 

 

New 

Course! 
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