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	THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Faculty of Education

Teacher Education Office

Community Field Experience CFE - EDUC 430


Hi Teacher Candidates.

It will be my pleasure to work with you during your three-week Community Field Experience (CFE), or EDUC 430,
These next 3 weeks are supplemental to your practicum and intended to broaden your work with curriculum development, working with students and also to supplement your personal professional development. For teacher candidates in the Lower Mainland, I will be observing and talking with you about what you have been doing and I’ll also be asking you to participate in the reporting of your activities and accomplishments, as described below and on the next two pages*. Teacher candidates who are away from Vancouver should also email me your responses and you may use these questions to format your blog.
In addition to working with students, you may be asked to develop some curriculum materials at the elementary and/or secondary level as a special project. The weekly assignments below reference that possibility. Please email your answers as a WORD (.doc or .docx) file, not in the body of an email. Include a title for the file with your full name, location and week #. 
Thank you.

Sandy Wohl

UBC Faculty Advisor

* The original format for the following 2-page document was developed by Dr. Jolie Mayer-Smith.
Week 1 Report

To help me with the observing I will need each of you to send me a short email [by Sunday night at the end of Week 1, please]. 

Week 1 Summary of Activities and Professional Reflections
1. A description of your setting (name of setting, location).

2. An overview of your activity schedule. Please indicate when and what program activities you were involved in this week and will be involved in next week. I realize that you are just learning about things but please look ahead and send me what is happening for you. For Lower Mainland sites, I need to create a visitation schedule for my trips to visit with you for the next two weeks.

3. A descriptive summary of A) what you did this week; and B) Your thoughts about what you learned about teaching and/or learning (science) through your activities. Please note that at this point I am unsure if you are all secondary science teacher candidates. You might let me know.
Week 2 Report

Below please find some questions for you to respond to as part of your professional activities in this extended practicum experience. Last week, I just asked for a thumbnail description of what you had been doing. Now, it is an important time to think a bit more about what you have done and gained from this experience. 

Your responses do not need to be an essay. But, given that anything you write here can serve as the basis for what you add about this experience in your e-portfolio, it is useful for you to provide a bit of context for your responses because potential employers who might read these in your portfolio will not have had the opportunity to see you in action.

Remember to take some pictures of yourself in action next week. You may ask someone else to take your photos but please remember they may not show children’s faces (just hands, feet, bodies and back views).

Week 2 Summary of Activities and Professional Reflections 

(please submit again by Sunday evening at the end of Week 2)

1. What activities have you participated in this week? In a table, list workshops/lessons you presented, ways you assisted and any activities/classes/workshops by name. Include grade level and approximate numbers of students.

2. Briefly describe any project (what, for whom, how it is promoting meaningful learning) you have been working on and what you’ve accomplished so far. What is the final goal (educational and product wise) and when will your contribution to this project be complete?

3. From your experiences thus far, what have you learned about:

a. Children/student learning?

b. Teaching practice (yours in particular and in general)

c. Informal and formal science education?

The next question is one to think about now, as I’ll ask you to respond to it next week. It is also one you should write about in your e-folio and be prepared to answer in any teaching interviews:
( How has this experience contributed to your growth as a teacher? 

Week 3 Report:

If you request, I will prepare a CFE Final Report this week for your to preview, amend and receive. Here is the last set of questions to please submit by Tuesday night.

1. What did you learn or discover about your strengths as a teacher from the programs and teaching you did at your CFE site? (i.e., what are your strengths!) 

2. From your experiences, what did you learn about teaching and/or how children/students learn (anything new to add to your previous ‘reflections’?)?

3. What did you do and accomplish by the end of your work on any special project?

4. What have you learned from doing this curriculum project that you think will be useful in your future teaching? 

5. What did you see as the connections between your time at the CFE and your time in our UBC methods courses? 

6. Would you recommend this experience be continued or expanded for future teacher candidates? Please explain why or why not?

7. Any other thoughts you’d like me to consider as I prepare your CFE practicum report? 
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








[image: image2.png]


_1083756629.bin

