ETEC 522 – Assignment 3: Personal reflection
It is a challenging, complex and ever changing world for students. When I think of the multitude of transformations that I have personally experienced with educational design and technological advances over the last 20 years it becomes impossible for me to forecast what the next 20 years are going to bring. For the time being, I hope that someone does implement a means for students’ dual educational selves to have more connective spaces. I can see the creation of a collaborative community for students engaged in online learning, eliminating some of the short falls of present day distributed and home school programs. I found the numbers that I had researched to be quite shocking as far as success rates and student attrition with K-12 online learning. And if it became rapidly apparent to me as an observer, I can’t help but imagine there are other like-minded people having similar thoughts.

Even though a project like V.ooL would provide a bridge to create such a community, I can see the short-comings of implementation. Many teachers are already struggling to keep up with the rapid technological advances. V.ool might represent to them simply another passing fad that they have no vested interest in learning. Further to this, because the development and engagement are out of their realm of control, teachers may feel that this negatively impacts their autonomous classroom structures. Potentially they would be reluctant to support it because they would have a difficult time seeing the value in its operation. Many of my colleagues are still stuck in an “instructivist” pedagological mode. They do not find the value of constructivist activities, organized play or gaming. Additionally, many teaching professionals do not have access to the latest educational research or cognitive neuroscience studies to see what students truly need for success.
My personal hope is that soon there will be a recognizance of the need to support both the student as they sit in your classroom and as they participate as digital citizens. When a bridge exists between these two worlds it opens a plethora of educational possibilities.

