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Von Glasersfeld’s words reflect the essence of constructivist paradigm in the need for learning to be collaborative, experiential and reflective. Never is it simply dispatching the “transferable commodity” of a learned reality to students ready for acquisition. Instead it is a feat of meme engineering belonging entirely to the learner’s subjective experience. 


These quotes resonate strongly for me because of my cultural background and experience teaching in Aboriginal communities. They parallel Canadian Indigenous pedagogy, which relies upon oral histories to elucidate and provoke thought from a student. Similar to other constructivist practices, these ill-constructed pieces often lack a clearly defined message. There is no linear set of ideas to be communicated but rather a venue for the student to dissect, reconnect and create personal meaning. Reciprocal to other constructivist practices, Native Canadian oral traditions did not involve communication for the sole purpose of “conveying” ideas directly to the listener. As with case studies or project-based learning they encourage the scrutiny of multi-layered dimensions of thought.

Constructivist activities such as this further emphasize the meta-cognitive development of the learner. Von Glasersfeld describes this as the learner being able to “assess the truth of their knowledge”. In constructivist learning, students must be empowered to create a learning road map that clearly identifies the end learning objectives so they can revisit and assess the extent of their understanding. Assessment can manifest as dialogue with peers, personal reflection or evaluative feedback from their teacher. In essence, allowing a gauge of how well they have understood “what they come to know,” before they have actually finalized a knowing of it. 


Von Glasersfeld’s quotations subtly illuminate the impact of constructivist techniques for both learner and classroom. Creating an understanding for educators that, “what we make of our experience constitutes the only world we consciously live in” (Von Glasersfeld, 2003). 
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