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By their very nature, both wikis and open-source software allow the formation of a virtual network which is paramount to the full realization of the precepts for Situated Learning and Distributed Cognition. It is within the many community-based interactions unfolding through engagement with such collaborative devices that participants have a means for seeding constructivism; a foundational philosophy integral for both Situated learning and Distributed cognition. Additionally, wikis and OSS both amalgamate high-level cognition that has as a base requirement the need for engaging in a synergetic fashion to successfully complete tasks. 


Situated learning manifests through cognitive activities within these web-based environments which reinforce successful immersion. Exemplified powerfully by the nature of participating in the creation of a wiki, which parallels working in a capacity where one has to collaborate to produce industry standard documents or journal/research articles. Especially in business and science sectors, as with any face-face professional collaborative team environment, creating this type of document encourages mitigated speech, professional critiquing, role-playing, case-based learning and project-based learning which by their very nature consolidate situated environments. 


Similarly, as embodied by Distributed cognition, a further critical affordance of these technologies exists with learning unfolding in a networked setting. Participants are incited to incorporate learning that occurs from utilizing a variety of resources. This galvanizes a multitude of experiences from online conversations and involvement with readings, artifacts and technologies into scaffold success. While they successfully complete the online tasks required in the creation of a wiki or participating in the development of new software. Completion of such on-line collaborative tasks occur “distributed” meaning that members of the group share in the function of the production (Hutchins, 2000).

Distributed cognition and Situated learning reflect learning philosophies where networked collaboration and immersion are required for completion and reward; exemplified thoroughly by the nature of wikis and OSS.   
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