E-technology a successful alternative for Canadian First Peoples.

Patricia Collins




2

Educational Technology: A successful alternative for Canadian First Peoples

University of British Columbia ETEC 500 – Research Topic

Patricia Collins

February 1, 2012


The Aboriginal youth population is the fastest growing segment of the Canadian populous with over thirty-three percent of all First Peoples being under the age of 14 (Statistics Canada, 2001). In light of this information, it is concerning that only marginal attempts are being made to create a more appropriate educational setting and curriculum for these students. I am encouraged by what I have learned during my studies in the MET program that educational technology might provide an avenue for the creation of a more culturally responsive and epistemology reflective experience for youth with an Indigenous background.

Given this, I have decided the focus of my investigation for the ETEC 500 research proposal will be as follows: How could the implementation of e-technology into alternative structures for grade 11 and 12 Canadian First Peoples increase graduation success? I will be researching further into how technology can appropriately be used to ensure that mainstream courses harmonize in a culturally responsive fashion to Indigenous pedagogy. And finally, I hope to examine if it is possible that appropriate technology integration will allow for the education of Aboriginal youth to occur within a community setting leading to greater success and less senior high school attrition.
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