	We have been taught from a young age to be an individual with characteristics that are unique to ourselves and that we should be proud to manifest them with confidence as we grow up. In fact, even as teenagers approaching adulthood at UBC, we want to have the capability to express our imaginative ideas in educational settings, but on our way to directing our own learning paths, we must abide by the academic methods that are embedded in our social constitution.  In almost all contexts in the courses at UBC, the majority involve the ability to memorize answers and be able to regurgitate them onto a scantron. It has ultimately become habitualized into student’s lives to learn the main content of a subject and soon after, forget the information for the purpose of caring more about the end result. As well, students tend to not question the accuracy of the material and this is essentially shaping the younger generations by looking only to succeed in terms of grades as opposed to becoming life-long learners and inquiring a deeper thought process of the world. 

In addition, we have become institutionalised by the system in the way that the main principles of absorbing our knowledge must come from our individual strengths and abilities. Many people do not possess the skills to sit down at a desk and work individually. Personally, I like to discuss and understand topics from multiple viewpoints. For example, I would much rather prefer working in groups rather than working alone and being confined to just my thoughts on the subject. Even more, every student cannot be placed underneath the same category of intelligence because our intellect is always contexualised. 

What I found intriguing about this course was that there was no essay that had to be written, but instead a series of activities that incorporated collaboration and the opinions of others. I believe that this approach in gaining information through various ways besides researching data was beneficial to me as a student, as I gained further knowledge and a heightened passion to learn through interaction. Indeed, UBC is a place of acceptance and progression in terms of having a more culturally diverse population, but it lacks the aspect of assembling students together based on their academic skills and talents. Why is it that we are grouped by age? Moreover, each person possess’ a different way of comprehending information and we should not be evaluated according to our maturity. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Through many interactions and experiences in my first year, I have noticed that many of my acquaintances and close friends are all unique in their own way and have experienced the concept of schooling to just be a mandatory phenomenon that has no compelling factor. Regarding this, students should be engaged and find the aspect of learning to be a privilege instead of a burden. In the same way, more equal opportunities would emerge if UBC could help students excel and reach higher goals if they could express themselves in a classroom in ways that best suits their capabilities instead of discouraging opposing frame of minds. More importantly, we must find a way to innovate the next generation of leaders which starts in every class room. 
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