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Answer the following questions in your M & 
M Probability packet.  Then discuss the 
answers with your partner. 

Do you think that every bag of M & M's has the same number of 
candies? Is this fair?  Why or why not? 

Do you think that each one of your group members will have the 
same chance of picking out your favorite colour of M & M?  Why or 
why not?
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Task: To discover how M & M's can be used 
to show both experimental and 
theoretical probability

Tell your partner what you learned about 
probability yesterday

Today we will learn:

Tomorrow we will practice and apply what we 
learn about experimental and theoretical 
probability
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How do you think M & M's can be used to 
show the difference between theoretical 
and experimental probability?
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Tell your partner what probability is.

Tell your partner what theoretical probability is

Tell your partner what experimental probability is

Tell your partner what you think the difference between 
theoretical and experimental probability is.

How do you think we can discover what theoretical an 
experimental probability are?

With your partner discuss the following: 
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Don't forget to enter your data into the google doc 
form.
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Some things you will need to remember:

Fractions:

Percent

Ratio: a way to compare to numbers... can be 
written as a fraction, with a : or to

5 blue to 18 total M & M's

5/18, 5:18

writing your M & M's as a fraction you will use the 
total number of each colour as your numerator 
and the total number of M & M's in your package 
as your denominator ex. 5 blue M & M's and a 
total of 18 M & M's in your package is 5/18

to find the percent of M & M's that are blue, write the 
ratio as a fraction then divide the numerator by the 
denominator and multiply by 100
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Probability
Probability is all about chances.  What are the chances of 
you picking out a certain colour from all the M & M's in your 
bag.  To find the probability we will need to first represent the 
total as a fraction.  
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The company that makes M & M's actually creates a certain 
amount of each colour of M & M's  Let's see if our numbers 
probability is the same as what they claim.  



April 05, 2015

Class Statistics for  M & M's

Click on M & M's to get to class percentage data

Click on M & M's to get individual colour data
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Reflection:

Write down the answers to the following questions in your  M & M 
Probability Packet.

What is the most important thing you  have learned about experimental 
and theoretical probability?  Why is this important?

What is the difference between theoretical and experimental probability?

How does what you learned today relate to what you already knew about 
probability?

How do you think what you learned today will relate to what we will learn 
tomorrow?
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M & M Images found on the official M & M website. www.mms.com


