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Some possible difficulties encountered by ELL students in 
the classroom...
❏ Teacher’s lack of passion and care for the students.
❏ Lack of CRP (Culturally Relevant Pedagogy) and boredom expressed by students 

(Howard, 2003).
❏ Assessment based on content and grades [Test taking]. (Gunderson et. al., 2013)
❏ Teacher’s Empathy as against Sympathy.
❏ Urge to use mother tongue (Duff, 2001).
❏ Over-reliance on teachers.
❏ Hindrance to ask questions and lack of proper understanding of 

English/vocabulary proficiency from the teacher.



Teaching tips/strategies for ELL students  
❏ Relationship Building 

Teachers should be able to develop and build a good relationship and communication 
with the student in and outside the classroom.

❏ Integrating Culturally Relevant Pedology (CRP) and studentsʼ individual 
interests in the lesson:

For example, we should always try to relate the ELL student’s cultural background as 
well as their individual interests (such as music, movies) into the subject discussed in 
the classroom to make the students more interested in the lesson.



❏ Formative Assessment as against Summative Assessment

ELL student should be assessed based on the student’s continuous progress and 
performance in learning. Students should not be assess by test or graded by numbers 
because it doesn’t actually measure student’s overall development and progress in 
English. 

❏ Empathy as against Sympathy:

We will like to work with students on a one-to-one bases, even before or after school 
on the topics that they do not understand and show difficulties comprehending in the 
classroom. Instead of feeling ‘sorry’ for the student, we think it will be best if we work 
out a plan with the student on how best to manage their English studies, than 
sympathizing with the student on their learning difficulties.    



❏ Light Penalty System/Class Rules.
An English-only rule should be established during class times. The urge to speak in 
mother tongues during English lessons should be further discouraged by the use of 
light penalties. For example: The teacher could ask an ELL students to share with  
his/her partner what the student did last weekend/their own hobbies/other specific 
topics. If the student is not sly to speak in front of the class, s/he may be ask to share 
with a larger group or with the whole class. This further hones their speaking skills.

❏ Helping students to be problem solvers.
Do not give students the impression of us going to directly provide an answer to every 
question they have (e.g. definitions, correcting wrong answers). Instead, guide the 
students by asking them back several questions that give clues/hints that will lead them 
to the answer. This encourages students to think critically. 



❏ Encourage the Students and Provide In-class Resources.
Some students might sometimes be afraid to ask the teacher lesson-related questions 
or even to answer a question imposed for them due to several reasons (intimidation, 
fear of making mistakes in front of their peers, lack of resources). To solve this, always 
provide the students with encouragement and positive attitude in class and especially 
when they are asking questions. The goal should be that there will be no intimidation, 
but compassion in student-teacher interaction in the classroom.

If funding is available, it will be convenient and helpful to provide a 
dictionary/electronic translator in class to be readily available for students to use 
regarding vocabulary -related questions.
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