Blue Whales Vs Vessels

We need to act now to protect blue whales from vessel collisions and
noise pollution in important habitat

Main Points

+ Blue whales are engen-
dered under IUCN Red
List
+ Northern Chilean Pata-
gonia a key feeding and
nursery area for blue
whales

Blue whales are an iconic and ecologically im-
portant species that are listed as Endangered
by the IUCN Red List. Contrary to popular
opinion, blue whales do not reduce krill
stocks and actually stimulate lots of primary
production in the oceans. Boat traffic is a
threat to blue whales through collisions and
noise pollution. To protect this species we
need to take action by implementing strict
regulations on boat traffic in identified nurse-
ry and feeding grounds. Reduction of boats
on the water, speed limits, and improved
tracking of whales from the decks of large
vessels are all ways to improve the safety of
blue whales.

+High vessel traffic en-
dangers whales with col-

lisions and noise pollu-
tion

+Need for speed limits
and reduced traffic dur-
ing summer

A blue whale. Image copy-
right of shuttershock /
Chase Decker available at:
https://
www.worldwildlife.org/
species/blue-whale




Recent knowledge of important
feeding and nursery grounds in
Chile allows us to visualize howto &

avoid collisions with blue whales
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Ideas going forwards:

+ International agreements on re-
ducing vessel traffic during sum-
mer in high risk areas identified
in this brief

+Speed limits

+ Increased monitoring of whales to Ab I - ¢ Bedrit
avoid collisions and slow activities ove: lmage ol rigure 5 lrom bedrinana-
Romano et al. 2021 showing the relative

In their presence to reduce noise probability of encountering a blue whale off
interference the coast of Chile.

“...the most important blue whale feeding and nursing
ground known to date in the Southern Hemi-
sphere...”- Hucke-Gaete et al. 2004
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