
Sustainable Ecotourism
through maritime

Indigenous Heritage and
Stewardship Culture

 

A designated urban coastal space, established in order to encourage
appreciation and connection to the city seascape, while also improving city

community health, well[being and heritage. 
Addresses interconnected global sustainable development targets by using

a spatial nexus framework
 
 

Leads to lower psychological
distress in Urban settings

Health-Care cost savings
 Exposure to outdoor blue

spaces increases mental health
and well-being

 
 

Promotes Ethical
Spaces for Indigenous
people
Promotes Social and
Cultural Contact

BENEFITS
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FUTURE CONSEQUENCES

FUTURE CONSEQUENCES

WE CAN KEEP RAISING THE SEAWALL, BUT

RISING SEA LEVELS THEREATEN MAJOR

FLOODING EVENTS. IF WE DO NOTHING, FALSE

CREEK WILL RETURN TO A TIDAL SLOUGH.

 

 BEGIN REWILDING FALSE CREEK NOW!

FALSE CREEK URBAN MARINE PARK

WHAT IS AN URBAN MARINE PARK?
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WHAT'S HAPPENNING WITH FALSE CREEK?
False Creek used to be 5 times it's present day size and was a large tidal mudflat or slough, extending as far as Clark Drive.

Previously rich with biodiversity, False Creek was home to eelgrass and clam beds, numerous songbirds, and was the site of the
Sen’ákw ancestral village, on Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh land. Due to colonization, First Nations have since been

forcibly displaced from False Creek. In 1913, the Canadian Pacific Railway Company filled in False Creek to make room for 
 industrial land including sawmills, shipbuildings and slaughterhouses. In 1968, Vancouver City Council removed False Creek's

industrial designation, and it has since been promoted as a lively and sustainable residential area.
While good things are happening here, such as the Musqueam developments at Sen’ákw, it is still important to consider how to

create a more sustainable and ecologically friendly space for residents in False Creek. In preparation for sea level rise and
larger floods due to climate change, we have to begin adapting False Creek for ecological and social resiliency. Introducing:

Urban Marine Parks. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Collect Physical Science
Conduct Social Science
Engaging First Nation,
Indigenous, and pluralistic ways
of knowing
Develop design strategy (brand,
storytelling, communications)
Supporting Indigenous
Governance and Co-
Governance

False Creek Friends' actionable To-
Do list includes:

 
 

Public Perception Research
Rewilding Projects

Watershed scale rewilding
promotes critical
ecosystem function
restoration
Self-sustaining wild area
with minimal intervention
Habitat Island is a great
example of successful
rewilding in False Creek

Other Recommendations
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COASTAL FLOODPLAIN OF CITY OF
VANCOUVER FOR THE PRESENT

AND WITH SEA LEVEL RISE.4

HISTORICAL VS 1939 VS 2014
FALSE CREEK SHORELINE1
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