INSTRUCTIONS FOR TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, REPORTS
Assignments: 
A short assignment will be due at the beginning of each tutorial except for the tutorial you help present (for a total of 10% of the course mark, 10 weeks, 1%/week). The objective of the assignments is to motivate you to read and think about the tutorial paper before it is discussed.  The assignments will be graded and passed back.

Group presentations:
You will be asked to sign up for one of 10 group presentations. Your group will design and deliver an oral presentation (in which all group members will participate).  As part of your presentation you should define the question addressed by the paper, summarize the genetic methodology used to address the question, provide a critical analysis of the results of the reported experiments, summarize the authors’ (and your) interpretations of the results, and describe unanswered and/or newly raised questions.  Each of your classmates will have read the paper, and the ideal presentation will engage the class in an interactive manner. 

You will be evaluated as a group on the quality of your presentation (5%) and individually by your own presentation (10%) and written summary of the paper (5%, see instructions below), addressing the points above (for a total of 20% of the course mark).  Criteria for evaluation include the following:

1) Understanding of paper, including background.

2) Effectiveness of presentation (audibility, quality of visual aids)

3) Interaction with the class.

Tips for your presentation:
In addition to reading the assigned paper, you may want to consult text books and/or papers and reviews cited in the introduction and discussion that explain background information, techniques and directions the field has taken since the paper was published.  

Remember that you are teaching the material to the class. To help the other students understand your presentation you will need to include material, diagrams and pictures not included in the paper. 
Use as many illustrations as possible in your presentation.  

Avoid presenting long lists of points without supporting illustrations or explanations.  

Your slides/overheads should be attractive and easy to understand.  Use large print, limited text, and avoid complexity.  
The focus of the presentation is the assigned paper.  You can refer to work done after the completion of the paper but avoid presenting large amounts of data and information from other papers.  
Involve the students in your presentation.  Are they understanding the material you present?
Speak slowly.
Summary of the paper.

Each student must provide a summary of the paper you present in tutorial.

Length:
No more than 2 typed single spaced pages.

Format:
A   Introduction

Summarize the background information needed to understand

and define the particular problem(s) being addressed by the
research paper.  

State the objective of the research and indicate the importance of this objective to the field of study.

B   Results.

For each experiment done in the paper, state the objective, the approach and specific conclusions made.  Be sure to make it clear why each experiment is important and how it relates to the overall objective of the research.

C   Discussion

Summarize the contributions of the papers to their field. Discuss potential

problems/questions remaining and how they might be addressed experimentally in

the future.  

Due Date:
Tuesday, 2:00 pm one week after your presentation.  
