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• Arts Education K-9 revised curriculum 

• available for use 

• experimentation and transition year (15/16) 

• edits will be made based on feedback from the 
field 

• Arts Education 10-12 draft curriculum 

• available for review and feedback (15/16) 

• edits will be made in advance of transition year 
(16/17)  

Update on Curriculum 
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 Personalized/flexible and greater depth of study 

 Key ideas and learning standards 

 Key ideas, concepts, and understanding 

 Engagement and deeper learning through inquiry 

 Students as doers and problem solvers 

 Explicit focus on competencies 

 Co-constructed and transparent development 

 Synchronous development 

Goals of Redesign 



What are the new 

directions? 

What will stay the 

same? 
• Increased flexibility and space for teacher 

innovation, student passions, and greater 
depth of study 

• “Big Ideas” for each grade in each area of 
learning 

• Explicit focus on competencies 

• Support for inquiry, project-based, hands-
on, and interdisciplinary approaches 

• Aboriginal perspectives and content 
authentically integrated into all subjects 

• A common framework for all areas of 
learning 

 

 

• Rigorous learning standards in each area of 
learning 

• A strong focus on the foundations of reading, 
writing and mathematics 

• Subjects such as Math, Science, Language Arts, 
and Social Studies remain at the heart of every 
student’s education 
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Curriculum Redesign Directions 



 Research promoting competency orientation 

 Hands-on, minds-on 

 Educated Citizen 

 First Peoples Principles of Learning 

 Disposition toward self-advocacy and agency 

 Space for innovative practice and creativity 

 Infusion of global perspectives and Aboriginal 
worldview 

Framing the Redesign 



{ We are already a hands-on, process-based community! 

Arts Education 



{ What’s New?   What the Same? 

Curriculum 
Areas of Learning 



{ { 18 Arts Education IRPs 1 Arts Education Curriculum 

Curriculum Redesign 



What’s new? What’s the same? 
• Unified K–8 curriculum for the four 

disciplines — dance, drama, music, and 
visual art 

• Grades 9 and 10 core and discipline-specific 
curriculum 

• Grades 11 and 12 discipline-specific 
curriculum 

• Artistic habits of mind serve as organizers 
for curricular competencies 

• Content relating to elements, processes, 
skills, and techniques of all four distinct 
core disciplines — dance, drama, music, 
visual art 

• Focus on creative and artistic processes, 
discipline-specific literacy and language 

• Connections between grades to support 
multi-year program models 

• Engagement of students in creative 
processes and dialogue 

4 September 2015 

Arts Education 



{ Communication, Thinking, 

Personal & Social 

Core Competencies 



Core Competencies 

These, along with literacy 
and numeracy, provide 
foundation to curriculum. 
 
Each connects with 
curricular content and 
competencies and with 
Big Ideas. 

Communication 

Thinking 

Personal and Social 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/creative_thinking
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/ppci
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/personal-awareness-responsibility
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/critical_thinking
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/communication
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/social-responsibility


{ Content | Competencies | Big Ideas 

Curriculum Model 
Know-Do-Understand 



{ { Know-Do-Understand Concepts & Competencies 

The model connects all 
three components. 
 
Interaction through 
instruction. 
 
Choice for teachers in 
planning. 

Curriculum Model 



Curriculum Model 



Big Ideas 



Big Ideas 

Content 
Curricular 

Competencies 

Discipline Menu 









{ { Grade 3 Curriculum Instructional Ideas 

• Dance – Character movement 

• Drama – Character voice 

• Music – Peter and the Wolf 

• Art – Family Coat of Arms 

Planning for Learning 





Planning for Ensemble 

• developing complexity of texture 
• role in the ensemble 

• folksong content and traditions 
• variety of historical eras 

• Play, perform 
• Rehearse, improvise 

• Practice strategies 
• Transfer of knowledge  



{ { BCTF – TeachBC Curriculum Site 

• All areas of learning 

• Arts Ed team – ideas 
for submission 

• Flexible, adaptable 

• Creativity welcome 

Instructional Samples 



{ Documents to provide support and 
a base for strategy 

Instructional Supports 



Creative Processes 

• Multi-phase 

• Non-linear 

• Inquiry prompts 

• Design thinking 

• Problem solving 



Connecting, Creating, Presenting, 
and Responding in Arts Education 

• Not mandated 

• Possible strategies 

• Links to curriculum 

• Ethical connection to 
Aboriginal artists/arts 

• Addition of ‘connecting’ 
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