Welcome to our Workshop
Exploring Lived Experiences of
Grades and Grading through a

Reflective Community of Practice

Please form small groups with

your neighbours.
Please grade these bananas.

Presented by our SoTL Canada Writing Group (SCWG) at
Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher Education Annual Conference

18 June 2026 ~ Hamilton, Ontario ~ Convention Centre Room Albion B



Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection
Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?

Closing reflection

Materials for you

Handout
Paper and markers

Post-it notes

Please ask any of us who are
circulating.

If you choose to share online, please
share only your own responses.

Please do not share the content of our
work in progress.
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Experiences of Opening Reflection

Grades in. For all of the next 5 minutes,
Community on your own,
Workshop Agenda

please respond to the prompt

Opening reflection .
pening below in words, sketches, colours,

Table intros and sharing shapes, writings

What does the word "grades"
bring up for you?

Introducing our project

Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?
Closing reflection




Experiences Of For the next 8 minutes,

Grades in in small groups

Community

Workshop Agenda Introduce yourself.

Ope”'f‘g reflection _ Share something about your

Table intros and sharing response to "grades" (as you are
comfortable)

Introducing our project Begin noticing similarities and

Writing autobiographies differences

Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?
Closing reflection




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection

Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?
Closing reflection

What does the word
"grades" bring up for
you?

That is the question we
started with... here's what
we did next...




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection
Methodology: Phenomenology '

* Focus on understanding and describing the essence
of the experience: what and how

» Study several people who have shared experience
o Participants = our team of 7 educators

* Assumes conscious experiences, and bringing
experiences into consciousness, are meaningful

* Analyze data for significant statements, meaning
units
o Data can include interviews, written texts, art and images
* Writing description of essence to invite readers into

questioning their own experience, for all of us to
engage in the phenomenon more intentionally

Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Drawing from Creswell (2013) Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design (3E) and van Manen (1997) ==

Our (draft) themes
Questions?
Closing reflection




Experiences of

CCEr ades in It's your turn!

V\? ::{:;ﬁggy Agenda What's about to happen...

Opening reflection

Table intros and sharing What are your lived
experiences of grades?

Introducing our project How have you experienced grades in your

Writing autobiographies life?

Table sharing
Begin writing short autobiographies

Our (draft) themes 3 minutes for each perspective
Questions? yourself as student
Closing reflection yourself as educator




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection

Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?

Closing reflection

What are your lived
experiences of grades?

3 minutes to begin writing
your short autobiography,
taking perspective of yourself
as

STUDENT




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection

Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?

Closing reflection

What are your lived
experiences of grades?
3 minutes to begin writing
your short autobiography,

taking perspective of yourself
as

EDUCATOR
(however that looks for you)




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection

Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?
Closing reflection

For the next 10 minutes, in small
groups

Share insights from Student
Perspective and Educator
Perspective

Monitor time. Ensure everyone has
the opportunity to share.

Take note of key insights, one per
sticky note.




Experiences of

Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection Does what's written on
Table intros and sharing <this> sticky note resonate
with your experience?

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?

Closing reflection




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection
Table intros and sharing

[Here we show a video with brief
|ntroducing our project Summarles Of emergent themes
and example quotes. It is too early

Writing autobiographies : .
in the project to post them.]

Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?

Closing reflection




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection

Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?
Closing reflection

As time allows...

follow-up questions about
our findings.

Happy to continue
conversations later!




Experiences of
Grades in
Community
Workshop Agenda

Opening reflection

Table intros and sharing

Introducing our project
Writing autobiographies
Table sharing

Our (draft) themes
Questions?
Closing reflection

Closing Reflection

What is one thing you learned from
someone else?

What did you experience in this
session that helped you connect
with others?

How might these lessons help you
in future community building?




Thank you for joining us in
Exploring Lived Experiences
of Grades and Grading
through a Reflective
Community of Practice

Workshop materials are
available here:

Catherine Dave Alyssa Sobia Sue
Rawn Carlgren Counsell Ekram Hampton

Alvina Shawn
Mardhani- Xiong
Bayne




