
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Activist litigation seeking to establish protection of socio-economic rights in the 
Charter increasingly focuses on section 7 as entry point for such arguments. The 
struggle for the "soul" of section 7 is, however, an uphill one, requiring that 
standard shibboleths of liberal legalism—the distinction between positive and 
negative rights and concerns around justifiability—be faced down. Case law is 
ambiguous but ideological lines are clear.   Challenges articulating a right to 
adequate housing present these issues starkly, allowing insights into law as an 
instrument that both reflects and shapes our social and physical environments. 
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