TEACHING WITH A CONSTRUCTIVIST VIEW OF LEARNING?

· Elicit student prior knowledge and conceptions

· Be respectful of students’ views, but challenge them

· Let Nature (rather than Teacher authority) be the basis for scientific truths 

· Encourage an exploration of alternative explanations

· Some initial models will be discarded in the light of new evidence or argument

· Encourage conversation for exploration and negotiation of new meaning. This highlights the importance of good questioning
· Design learning activities intended to encourage students to personalize new knowledge. For example:

· Encourage personal reflection and summary (“how I have changed my mind…”)

· Provide many familiar examples and models or analogies

· Suggest useful images/analogies/metaphors (pre-packaged constructions)
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