TEACHING STRATEGIES

There are many ways to teach and many ways to learn. Some are more effective than others.  The easiest way to teach, Teaching by Telling, is often the most difficult way to learn. When teaching by lecture, we assume that it is possible to communicate a complete set of concepts to the mind of a learner through a stream of spoken words. As we have seen, that is not always true.

Let us review the qualities of effective teaching strategies:

· Purposeful in achieving desired learning goals

· Memorable

· Interesting

· It has a positive emotional effect

· Involves sensory experiences

· Involves practice and application

· There is an element of challenge

· Students experience success (i.e. the level of challenge is appropriate)

· Students are engaged and active

· Students interact with one another

· Encourages thought

· Establishes connections among concepts, examples and applications

Some examples of teaching strategies that incorporate some of these features:

· Concept mapping

· Problem solving

· Practice tests

· Laboratory investigations

· Cooperative learning groups

· Simulations and analogies

· Questioning

· Demonstrations

· Quiz games

MOTIVATION


· Provides an overview and structure for the lesson and unit

· Presents in a manner which is clear, incremental and logical 
· Provides lots of examples and connections which are:

-    Meaningful

· Personally relevant

· Checks frequently for my understanding

· Reviews frequently

· Models desirable skills for me

· Checks my work, keeps me accountable

· Sets an appropriate pace

· Provides guided practice

· Gives positive, constructive feedback

· Corrects my errors:

-     By simplifying, rephrasing, providing prompts or clues

-     By reviewing strategies

· While preserving my self esteem

· Provides appropriate challenges

· Allows me to experience success

· Provides appropriate rewards and acknowledgement for success
· Modifies assessment and assignments to accommodate my needs

· Treats me fairly and equally regardless of my class or gender
As a student, what can teachers do to motivate me to give my best effort?











