WHY ASK QUESTIONS?
A question:
· Arouses interest and motivates learning
· Reveals what students already know and believe 

· Leads students to new understandings 

· Guides thinking through a structured sequence for concept development or problem solving

· Checks for student understanding to identify strengths and deficiencies

· Focusses and directs class inquiries, ensuring that students are engaged and attentive
· Encourages students to “think out loud” and to help clarify new meaning for themselves
· Encourages students to take responsibility and accountability for their learning
· Models inquiry, specifically:
· the willingness to inquire, as well as 
· the logic, conceptual organization and methods of inquiry
· Models the process of thinking to encourage self-questioning strategies

· Builds memory through drill and practice

· Emphasizes key points, invites a closer examination, and illuminates critical detail

· Extends thinking by exploring applications, examples, and related concepts
Thinking is an exercise that builds brain “muscle”
PROBING PHRASES

1. Can you give me another example of….?

2. How is … similar/different from…

3. Predict what would happen if… 

4. What is another way of explaining…

5.  Can you tell me what you mean by ____________(a scientific word)?

6. How could you demonstrate/test your idea

7. Can you tell me where you have seen_________________ before?

8. In what way is your idea different/similar to what --- said?

9. How would you convince someone that…

10.  Could you expand on that further?

11.  Are you saying that…?  

12. What would you think if I told you…?

13. Could you give me another word for this?

14. How does this idea relate to the topic as a whole?

15. Can you give me an example of this occurring in real life?

16. Can you compare the example that you just gave with the concepts we have been developing?

17. Can you tell me why you think this example applies to_________?

18. How does that explain why___________________?

19. Can you explain this idea in different words?

20. Draw a picture of…

