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Mendele've's	  Dream	  
In	  1869,	  Mendele'ev	  made	  up	  a	  pack	  of	  cards	  and	  wrote	  an	  element	  and	  its	  atomic	  weight	  on	  each	  
card.	  He	  began	  laying	  out	  the	  cards	  to	  see	  if	  there	  was	  a	  pattern	  of	  properties	  in	  the	  elements.	  The	  
cards	  were	  incomplete	  because	  only	  half	  of	  the	  elements	  had	  been	  discovered.	  He	  stayed	  up	  for	  3	  
days	  and	  3	  days	  working	  on	  the	  problem	  without	  sleeping.	  He	  became	  exhausted	  and	  fell	  asleep.	  
While	  he	  slept,	  he	  had	  an	  extraordinary	  dream	  in	  which	  he	  saw	  all	  of	  the	  63	  elements	  arranged	  in	  a	  
table.	  When	  he	  woke	  up	  he	  knew	  he	  had	  made	  an	  incredible	  discovery.	  
	  
Discussion	  
	  

1) In	  what	  was	  is	  scientific	  knowledge	  the	  result	  of	  human	  inference,	  imagination,	  and	  creativity?	  
Use	  an	  example	  from	  this	  story.	  

	  
2) In	  what	  sense	  is	  scientific	  knowledge	  invented?	  In	  what	  was	  is	  it	  discovered?	  Use	  examples	  

from	  this	  story.	  
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