Mon Crédo
I wrote my original teaching philosophy half in French and half in English. I feel like there are different things that I can articulate better in each language. That being said, I felt that it appeared very unpolished and unprofessional as it was. The original was also one and a half pages single-spaced, which is entirely too long. There was a lot of irrelevant information that didn’t speak to my practice.
I wrote a short philosophy for my credential sheet for the job fair earlier this year. I took some elements from my original, but reworked it as I have been discovering who I am as a teacher. 

“My job as a teacher is to facilitate student exploration in various areas of study through inquiry and community. Each student has their own strengths and weaknesses, and through a community classroom environment, students will learn through each other. I am passionate about language, culture and self-expression through an interdisciplinary curriculum tailored to all types of learners. I want to improve the lives of everyone I teach.”
This third “draft” has evolved yet again. There are certain elements such as community, difference in ability levels between students and my role as a guide rather than the “sage on the stage” that have remained constant in every rendition. Shulman states “the ultimate test of understanding rests on the ability to transform one’s knowledge into teaching.” This lends itself well to the adage we remember 90% of what we teach as we need to be able to synthesize the material before passing it onto others. I want my students to benefit from this! I realize that my new philosophy is fairly short, but I believe that it’s concise. 
I have my old credo after my new one in case you may be interested in comparing.
My (Ever Changing) Teaching Philosophy

Everyone has the right to a quality education. Everyone needs someone to nurture them and allow them to explore their passions and discover their weaknesses. Although not everyone can become a gold medalist at the Olympics or a Pulitzer Prize winner, everyone has skills they can share and anyone can learn new skills and be enthralled in learning. My goal as an educator is to leave every life I touch a little better then before. Whether this is teaching a new skill or concept, or offering emotional support or even simply being a cheerleader in their success, this goal is what keeps me passionate about teaching. I feel as if enriching the lives of others makes me successful. In order for students to become lifelong learners, they must find joy in the process of learning. I want all of my students to ask questions, challenging me and each other. I want them to continue to be curious well into adulthood, letting that curiosity drive them to new dreams and ambitions.
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Ma philosophie envers l’enseignement n’est pas quelque chose de fixe–ni que j’y pense qu’il le faut! L’enseignement est comme l’apprentissage lui-même : toujours en train de changer et fluxer. Je pense que tout le monde a quelque chose qu’il peut enseigner et quelque chose à apprendre. L’apprentissage, dans les deux sens du mot, c’est à propos de la communauté. Je pense que c’est plus difficile à crée un bon communauté plus tard en élémentaire que quand tout le monde est nouveau en maternelle, mais il devient de plus en plus important. Les élèves forment des cliques et ne changent pas de groupes souvent. Il y a d’autres élèves qui, pour une raison ou une autre, n’ont pas fait beaucoup d’amis. C’est ces enfants qui sont le plus en risque pour être déprimé, se suicider ou se droguer. Il faut être diligent, même au niveau élémentaire parce qu’ils prépare pour le secondaire et aussi ces influences touches les enfants de plus en plus jeune. 

Il y a beaucoup de recherche qui soutien que les élèves qui se sentent aimé ou fait partie d’une communauté faite mieux dans leurs études et dans la vie. Ils font des meilleurs choix dans la vie. On n’a aucun contrôle de leurs vies à la maison – parfois il y a les parents absents out bien trop occupé. Je veux que mes élèves sont contents et sentent en sécurité dans la salle de classe.

Il faut aussi avoir un environnement interactif. Je sais que certains étudiants apprend mieux seule et en silence, mais il est beaucoup plus facile de trouver la silence à la maison qu’un environnement coopérative d’apprentissage. Parfois le travail en silence est nécessaire, mais pas trop souvent.

J’ai beaucoup écrit dans mon appli pour université sur mes croyances, donc j’ai voulu l’attacher ici. (Malheureusement, c’est en anglais.)

I didn’t always want to be a teacher; my dreams were constantly evolving. They ranged from becoming Canada’s first female Prime Minister, to being a cartoonist, to running my own coffee shop. Some dreams were easily left behind, such as becoming an astronaut. Others became impossible; when Kim Campbell became Prime Minister, I could no longer be the first. My biggest career heartbreak was when I discovered that I no longer wanted to become a professional artist. I lost my way and did what many artists do when they don’t get paid: work at a coffee shop. At the coffee shop, I loved training new employees. There were moments of frustration, excitement, fury and compassion. In some senses, I found training the staff to be easy; if I listened to the trainee and adapted my teaching methods, I could always find a way to show them how to succeed. At times, it was also challenging. The hardest part was teaching confidence; without confidence, nothing can be achieved. Making mistakes is a huge part of learning. If a trainee was too afraid of failure, they would try nothing. I first had to teach them that failure is a cornerstone of success; people do not grow when they don’t have to change or adapt. It wasn’t until one of my trainees said, “you should become a teacher; you’re very good at teaching” that I considered becoming an educator. The more I thought about it, the more driven I was. I also volunteered for V.O.I.C.E.S.: Manitoba’s Youth in Care Network. I was connected to this group through the Lord Selkirk Aboriginal Women’s Group where I was working with an anti-gang after school care facility. As I, myself, grew up in foster care, I understood some of the extreme disadvantages that these youth faced when transitioning out of the system. I helped plan and facilitate a weeklong retreat that allowed youth to share their stories in a safe yet effective environment. I taught the youth how to use software to create flyers, and videos to best communicate their message. Each new age group that I have the opportunity to work with offers unique challenges and rewards. Although younger children take most things at face value and lack critical thinking, I am absolutely inspired by their creativity, curiosity and concentration. Whether it’s teaching a group of adults how to play Mahjong, or a six-year-old child how to make a paper snowflake, teaching new skills is exhilarating. My goal as an educator is to leave every life I touch a little better then before. Whether this is teaching a new skill or concept, or offering emotional support or even simply being a cheerleader in their success, this goal is what keeps me passionate about teaching. The road ahead may lead to a classroom, a non-profit or opportunities that I have yet to imagine; either way I feel as if enriching the lives of others makes me successful.

