Unit Plan Template
A template based on Understanding by Design 
	
Title of Unit
	
	
Grade Level
	

	
Subject
	
	
Time Frame
	

	
Developed By
	



	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	The Big Idea/Question


	Unit Theme/Issue of Inquiry/Narrative… 
What is this unit about?  What is their prior knowledge in terms of previous grade levels, units of study, etc?  How does your unit link to previous ones?

Rationale: Why is this unit of study important? Why are you teaching this unit?


	Understandings: What are the enduring understandings do you want students to leave the unit with at a conceptual level?  To see connections to and between?

What you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now. What misunderstandings or possible issues do you anticipate being raised?

	Essential Questions: What questions might spark student interest / engagement in the topic? 

What provocative questions will foster inquiry into the content? (Think open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding). What provocative questions will promote understanding and transfer of learning?

	Curriculum Competencies and Content: What will students know and demonstrate  ?

· basic knowledge, definitions, theories, laws
· this is often right / wrong, yes / no

	Core Competencies (Communicating, Thinking, Personal/Social/Cultural Awareness and Responsibility): What skills will students be more proficient at as a result of this unit?
· Highlight the verbs in the curriculum
· What cognitive functions are being improved upon?
· What levels of Bloom’s taxonomy are being addressed?

	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks / Summative Assessment: What will students do to show what they have learned?

Summative Assessment occurs to assess if instruction has had desired results for the class and individual students.  Can inform instruction but is often for reporting purposes.

	Other Evidence of Student Progress: How else do students demonstrate achievement of their learning? (eg. Work samples, observations, quizzes, tests, journals, etc.)

Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.

	Key Performance Criteria: What does ‘good’ look/sound like?
	Assessment Tool: What performance standard / rubric will you use to assess the performance task/summative assessment?  



	Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
Should be Differentiated

	Processing / Learning Activities Designed to Ensure Understanding and Promote Critical Thinking:
Suggestions include: A/B partner share, think-pair-share, Socratic seminars, opinion line ups, cut the deck, See-Wonder-Think, KWL chart, reflections, journal entries…

	Possible Ways to Differentiate

	
	

	Potential Barriers to Success / Areas to Differentiate:
Might include: engagement, motivation, organization, language ability, exceptionalities, reading level, etc.





	Learning environment:  Where can this learning best occur?  How can the physical environment be arranged to enhance learning?  




	Introducing the Unit: How will you engage students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set – your ‘hook’ – it could be accessing their background knowledge in some way)
 



	
Sequence of Lessons: The basics of what you plan to do in each lesson of the unit. Please be brief as lessons will likely change as the unit develops.  However, be very specific with resources.
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	Lesson Activities (Learning Experiences)

	Assessment
	Resources
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	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Considerations
	Comments

	Required Areas of Study:
 Is there alignment between the learning outcomes, the performance assessment and the learning experiences?
	





	Affective Learning:
 Does my unit promote life long/life-wide learning and engage students?  Do I encourage the development of self and community? Do I consider my students’ social-emotional health in this unit?
	

	Multiple Literacies/ Cross-Cultural Connections: 
 Do the learning experiences allow students to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	     

	Instructional Approaches: 
 Do I use a variety of teacher-directed and student-centered instructional approaches? Do I use cooperative learning strategies?
	





	Student Evaluation: 
 Have I included formative and summative assessments that are reflective of student needs and interests based on the curricular outcomes? Have I used a variety of assessment practices in my unit?

	     

	Resource-Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	





	International Content & Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education/Aboriginal Education: 
 Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
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