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Subject: Increase charging station for electric vehicles in UBC parkades to promote the usage of electric vehicle
 
Introduction
Switching our reliance on fossil fuel to renewable energy is crucial to slow down the rate of global warming. As the rate of temperature increase ceases to slow down, UBC should promote extensively and encourage the switch to electric vehicle (EV) by 1. increasing the amount of charging stations available in busy parkades such as North, West and Rose Garden parkade. 2. Lowering the cost of electric vehicle drivers.
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Statement of Problem
Prior to the global pandemic, students will always have to find a transportation method to get to UBC. For students who own an EV, it is a problem that there will be not enough available charging stations and parking spots for EV owners. Especially during the morning hours. EV can minimize our carbon footprint on earth but not being able to capitalize on its features due to the lack of infrastructure is an unfortunate outcome. It is only logical that UBC partner up with government agencies and corporate investors to speed up the development of more charging stations.

Proposed Solution
UBC can partner up with local government and corporations to invest in building more affordable charging stations. First of all, the government is supportive of green investments and there are tax incentives and legislation that can support such a project. UBC should take the lead in promoting a green environment and be the ambassador of the zero-emission future both locally and nationally. Spread the awareness among faculty, students and the public while holding everyone accountable.

Scope
In order to address the problem, I propose to investigate the following problems.
1. To investigate the cost of building charging stations.
2. What are the benefits of driving an EV, financially and environmentally?
3. Is it financially feasible for UBC to do so in the long run?
4. Will the drop in parking and energy cost affect driving behaviour?
5. What other ways can UBC promote the use of EV?

Methods
I will collect primary data sources through interviewing UBC sustainability and community planning representative for information regarding the plan for building a charging station on campus. I will also try and find students who regularly drive an EV to school prior to the pandemic and see what their personal experiences and options are.
As for secondary data, I will search on Google to see what the general process is for building an EV charging station. After that, I will look for government websites and reputable news articles and peer-reviewed journal articles for a specific problem.

My Qualification
I am a student and drives to school occasionally for the past three years. I have paid attention to the availability and cost of charging stations around the campus and I would like to become more familiar with the issue through research.

Conclusion
Understanding that achieving full EV usage within a short period of time is almost impossible, we should keep searching for ways to replace fossil fuels and advocate for a greener lifestyle. It is true that the future of cars will be replaced by EV and I will ask questions listed above and conduct research to suggest solutions to increase the charging stations available.

