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Introduction

e Background of Translink Services

o Before COVID
o During COVID
According to the UBC Vancouver Transportation Status Report Fall 2019, 54% of all

trips to and from the campus were made by public transit. While students and staff take public
transit to UBC, they could run a higher risk of contracting COVID-19 than those who take a
private vehicle or live on campus. If the commuter students and staff contract COVID-19, they
could risk spreading the virus to the household members who live with them. Bacteria and
viruses are known to live on surfaces for several hours. They spread from actions such as
coughing, sneezing, and contact with contaminated surfaces. Those bacteria and viruses could
enter the human body through the nose, mouth, eyes, or hands.

e Current Sanitation Process in Translink services

e Copper Background

e Purpose of Report

e Method of Research

Fourteen commuters of University of British Columbia responded to a short survey

designed to analyze the process of using public transportation as well as gauge interest in a
potential copper solution. An analysis of common places touched in public transportation was
performed to determine the feasibility of implementing copper to all Translink services. In
addition, journal articles were researched to understand copper’s property against viruses and
baceria.

e Scope of Inquiry

Report
e Sources of Transmitting Viruses through Touch in Public Transit
e Studies on Copper Against Viruses
e Survey with UBC Commuters
Figure 1:
Figure 2:
Figure 3:
Figure 4:
e Limitations of Copper Studies Against Viruses

e Limitations of Survey

Conclusion



Action is needed to reduce the spread of bacteria and viruses in buses going to UBC after the
pandemic. Rigorous sanitation might not be practiced by the time the pandemic ends.

Summary of Findings
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