
Geophysics scholarship information 
These are some of the geophysics scholarships accessible to undergraduate and graduate students in Canada. Some are for 

students in specific provinces, some are available to any student in Canada, and a few are accessible more broadly.  

NOTE: This is likely an incomplete list. It was complied by F. Jones and BCGS is not responsible for the information. Please contact  

fjones@eoas.ubc.ca if you find errors or omissions.    Last checked November 2022. 

Red dates are intentionally vague – please check the organizations websites for precise open/close application dates.  

Terminology is loose, but scholarships are usually merit-based, bursaries are usually assessed based on unmet financial need, 

and prizes are given to recognize performance in a particular course, programme, research performance, publication record, etc.      

National or beyond 
1) KEGS Foundation, http://www.kegsfoundation.org/, coordinates many scholarships and bursaries for undergrad or 

graduate students pursuing qualifications in geophysics in Canadian universities and colleges. KEGS is the Canadian 

Exploration Geophysical Society; https://www.kegsonline.org/  

a. Submission deadline: usually March or April. 

b. See the “Scholarship Applications” page at http://kegsfoundation.org/application.html  

c. At least 7 named endowed scholarships: see http://kegsfoundation.org/sponsors.html  

 

2) CSEG Foundation is the registered charitable arm of the Canadian Society of Exploration Geophysicists (CSEG). They 

engage in mentoring, outreach to students, travel grants, scholarships and more; check their homepage. Graduate, 

undergraduate or college students may apply for scholarships so long as they are pursuing degrees in a Canadian 

institution leading to a geophysics career in industry, consulting, teaching, or research.  

a. University scholarship submissions: usually Sept 1 through Nov. 1 (but check website.) 

b. University entrance scholarship submissions: usually April 15 through June 15.  

c. Scholarships available are listed at https://cseg.ca/foundation/scholarships/ . 

 

3) SEG is the Society of Exploration Geophysicists, based in Houston, Texas but international in scope. Covers all of applied 

geophysics (hydrogeology, mining, engineering, etc.) although with a significant emphasis on hydrocarbon industries.  

a. University scholarship submissions: open late fall through spring (check website.)  

b. Their scholarships page is at https://seg.org/Scholarships  

 

4) American Geophysical Union. “AGU supports 130,000 enthusiasts to experts worldwide in Earth and space sciences”. 

a. GSSI student grant for near-surface geophysics.  

b. AGU student awards more generally – mostly aimed at “outstanding presentations” at AGU meetings.  

 

5) Search for “geophysics” at https://www.scholarshipscanada.com (requires login, but account is free) yields 44 

scholarships totalling $76,700+ targeting specific universities. However, most are for Alberta universities.  

 

6) At Canadian-universities.net: Go to their geophysics page for relevant awards, bursaries, prizes and scholarships in BC.  

 

7) Young Mining Professionals Scholarship Fund is at http://www.ympscholarships.com/. It may seem peripheral to 

geophysics, but efficient, sustainable mining practices need geophysical capabilities. One example is the $10,000 B2Gold 

UBC scholarship for “…a student enrolled in an undergraduate Geology, Geological Engineering or Exploration-related 

program at the University of British Columbia…”. YMPS awards roughly $125,000 each year.  

 

8) From Geothermal Canada: For students enrolled in a geothermal studies program at a Canadian institution, we are 

offering two scholarships: 

a. Geothermal Canada Student Scholarship 

b. Geothermal Canada Student Conference Support 
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9) The Frank Arnott - Next Generation Explorers Award (NGEA™) “is an international competition where teams of mineral 

geoscience university students collaborate and innovate to transform geoscience data sets into their interpretation of the 

subsurface geology and mineralisation targets. Its aim is to build a sustainable supply of enthusiastic, skilled 

geoscientists that can steer the mineral industry going forward.” Open to students currently enrolled in an 

undergraduate earth science degree or post-graduate research (masters or PhD). Teams are encouraged to be multi-

disciplinary and include members from other fields of study such as engineers, data scientists, economists, social 

scientists, etc.. 

 

10) Several awards and scholarships listed by the Council of Chairs of Canadian Earth Science Departments (CCCESD).  

 

British Columbia 
1) BCGS Industry Internship awards; Eligibility: Post-graduate students, recent graduates (<3 years) and undergraduates, 

from or currently residing in British Columbia.  

a. This program aims to bridge the gap between academics and job experiences by facilitating a summer job 

placement for a geoscience or geological engineering student, with an interest in geophysics. See 

http://www.bcgsonline.org/scholarship-bcgs-industry-internship/ . 

b. Submission deadline: spring (check their website). 

 

2) BC Geophysical Society (BCGS) scholarship – administered by the KEGS Foundation (see above). History of recipients is 

listed at http://www.bcgsonline.org/scholarship-kegs-foundation/ .  

 

3) Engineers & Geoscientists British Columbia (EGBC) scholarships: Explore the 9 awards, bursaries or scholarships for 

undergraduates, 2 types of postsecondary entrance or transfer scholarships, and 7 bursaries or scholarships accessible 

to undergrads or grad students.  

Awards at UBC and the Dep’t of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences - EOAS. 
• EOAS undergrad awards info at https://www.eoas.ubc.ca/undergrad/awards-scholarships-jobs  

• EOAS graduate student awards info at https://www.eoas.ubc.ca/grads/awards-scholarships.  

• UBC undergrad awards info at https://students.ubc.ca/enrolment/finances/awards-scholarships-bursaries.  

o The section “Awards for specific student groups” includes awards for indigenous students, women, students 

participating in Go Global, and other special groups. 

o UBC award search filtered by: Vancouver; Faculty of Science; EOAS; Undergraduate: Result is 37 scholarships, 

awards or prizes ALL automatically considered – i.e. no application necessary. Go to 

https://students.ubc.ca/enrolment/finances/award-search and use filters there to refine the search.   

o The External awards page has pointers to third party scholarship and awards aggregators:  

https://students.ubc.ca/enrolment/finances/awards-scholarships-bursaries/external-awards . 

See especially the List of external awards section of this page. 

• UBC info: undergrad loans, bursaries, & financial support: https://you.ubc.ca/financial-planning/loans-bursaries/  

• UBC info: graduate scholarships & funding: https://www.grad.ubc.ca/scholarships-awards-funding  

 

Awards at other institutions 
Please contact your program advisors.  
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