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WELCOME TO                  
EDCP 531.96A

This course is designed to help graduate students 
develop a framework for understanding cultural 
and new media studies. One major effort will be in 
helping you balance practice with ethical, legal, 
and theoretical aspects. A second effort is to help 
you develop a critical cultural and media literacy 
to grapple with controversial issues. A third effort 
encourages you to design curriculum and content 
for teaching media studies and integrating media 
literacy across the curriculum. 



COURSE DESCRIPTION 
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Cultural and new media technologies have intensified and 
transformed the way we communicate, the way we learn, and 
the way we teach. They have, we might say, transformed the 
student and transformed the teacher. But what is the nature 
of these changes? 

This course focuses on understanding media and associated 
freedoms of cultural expression and the press for learning, 
teaching, and public pedagogy. Media studies is a dynamic 
discipline tailored to exploring youth, culture, and education 
through concepts or techniques such as articulation, framing, 
regulation, remediation, representation, and transcoding. In 
addition to understanding culture, media, and the process of 
meaning-making, this course focuses on producing media 
across formats, cultural expression, and civic engagement. 

Making minimal distinction among (the) media of, on, and in 
education, this course provides a survey of cultural and new 
media studies with an emphasis on media education and liter-
acy. Media education and literacy are among the most  
relevant challenges to “official” knowledge and represent key 
movements in the sociology of curriculum. Hence, this 
course emphasizes the design and production of curriculum 
and content for teaching media studies and integrating  
media literacy across the curriculum.
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Students will benefit from a multimodal learning environment and creative instructional 
strategies (e.g., gamestorming, rolestorming, ideation, tinkering, screenplay reading, 
and producing original social media content). The course is oriented around ethical, 
legal, and theoretical aspects, with more specialized content derived from games for 
change, global apps for social justice, hip hop activism, and youth digital media 
ecologies. Hands-on activities will engage learners in unpacking the complexity of  
media in contemporary culture and examining how media education is catalyzing the 
development of young people's capacities for 21st century skills of digital communica-
tion, media literacy, and civic engagement. 

COURSE CONTENT

"Becoming more media literate gives you a much clearer perspective to see the border between 
your real world and the world manufactured by the media. When you are media literate, you have 
clear maps to help you navigate better in the media world so that you can get to those experi-
ences and information you want without becoming distracted by those things that harm you."  
W. J. Potter, 2012

"The medium through 
which works of art 
continue to influence later 
ages is always different 
from the one in which 
they affect their own age.”  
Walter Benjamin, 2002

“I tweet, therefore I am.” 
Sherry Turkle, 2015
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This course values the university classroom as an inviting 
space for unconditional questioning. To this end, we will use 
the guideline that you can say and ask anything in class, but 
that you can not declare what you (or others) have said or 
asked off-limits for questioning. Keep in mind that participation 
does not mean simply speaking up in class or unpacking the 
course readings, but actively working to make our class com-
munity a deeply engaging learning experience for you and 
your colleagues. Please treat each other with integrity, kind-
ness, and respect.

EXPECTATIONS

Assessment Deadline

Participation (20%) Ongoing

Media Production Case Study (40%) 11 July (draft)

Media Study Guide (40%) 15 July (draft)
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Your challenge is to contribute a chapter (8-10 pages) to a multi-touch 
iBook created by ETEC 531 peers. Choose a film, theatre show, video 
game, or TV series that addresses key concepts in media education 
and is relevant, appropriate, and appealing for the students you teach. 
Please know that you are encouraged (and supported) to push beyond 
your comfort zones, learn new technical skills, and create new possibili-
ties for teaching media studies and integrating media literacy across 
the curriculum. Engaging elements that you can choose to create with 
your submission include: 3D objects, interactive images, infographics, 
pop-up sidebars, quotations, cartoons, animation, video, recitation of 
stories, and widgets. Please include the following (work in groups of 2):

1. Introduction: Introduce your topic and its learning objectives.
2. Key Concepts: Discuss key concepts that are emphasized.
3. Content @ Image, Sound & Text: Write effective text and  

insert multimedia elements that give meaning to your topic.
4. Focus Questions: State discussion questions that are both 

direct and open-ended to draw students into the content and 
lead them toward inquiry and thought.

5. Activities: Provide 1-3 activities that engage the students in  
an experiential and media production dimension.

6. Sources for Further Study: Include sources that provide  
students with a means of following up on the topic.

ASSIGNMENT #1: MEDIA STUDY GUIDE

Beginning---------Developing---------Exemplary

Clarity of Communication / Writing Style

1---------------5.5--------------10

Development of Content & Activities

1---------------5.5--------------10

Key Concepts, Focus Questions & Sources

1---------------5.5--------------10

Design, Creativity & the WOW! Factor

1---------------5.5--------------10

  Total: xx / 40
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Media productions are the hallmark of cyberspace— communication 
and participation are blends or convergences of image, text, data, 
video, voice, and sound. Certainly, students of media technologies 
ought to think critically about and be conversant in all of these modali-
ties. This assignment challenges you to creatively express yourself as 
well as apply your technical skills to a challenging global issue or  
educational problem in cultural and new media studies. 

Design and produce a thematic media production or case study that 
critically responds to the topic of your iBook Media Studies Guide. 
Your work should be thoughtful to inspire dialogue and pedagogical to 
address challenges for students and teachers. Many creative formats 
are available for producing your work (maximum 5 minutes in length) 
including: animation, claymation, art installation, digital scrapbook,  
image slideshow, interpretive dance, interview of peers, music video, 
short video, video game, puppet show, podcast, PSA (public service 
announcement), etc. 

We will give each other creative and constructive feedback in class 
(examples will be provided). Please work in groups of 2 and include 
your media production (or case study) in your iBook chapter for our 
class Media Study Guide.

ASSIGNMENT #2: MEDIA CASE STUDY

 Beginning---------Developing---------Exemplary

Addresses key concepts of media education

1---------------5.5--------------10

Analyzes the challenge or problem of the case

1---------------5.5--------------10

Synthesizes with theory (and theorists)

1---------------5.5--------------10

Design, creativity & the WOW! factor

1---------------5.5--------------10

  Total: xx / 40
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SCHOLARLY PARTICIPATION

As a graduate scholar, you are expected to prepare for class each day, which 
entails a variety of things including academic conversation, articulation, and 
presentation. Preparation is interdependent with participation for each module, 
which involves reading (commenting in margin-notes, highlighting, interpret-
ing,  post-it note-taking, etc.); writing (blogging, defining, framing, journaling, 
outlining, posting to online discussions, summarizing, sketching, etc.); organiz-
ing (archiving, categorizing, documenting, labeling, mind-mapping, ordering, 
sequencing events, etc.); reflecting (analyzing, ideating, reincorporating, re-
mapping, rethinking, reviewing, synthesizing, questioning, etc.); and speaking 
(corresponding with peers, critiquing, debating, negotiating, podcasting, etc.). 

One goal of preparation is to sustain increasingly sophisticated academic  
conversations with the readings and your peers. A second goal is to develop 
your own systematic approaches for engaging with the course curriculum 
(e.g., developing reading, speaking, organizing, writing, and reflection formats 
and styles that are effective). Read for meaning along with purpose. 

“Freedom of the mind requires not only, or not even especially, the absence of legal 
constraints but the presence of alternative thoughts. The most successful tyranny is not the 
one that used force to assure uniformity, but the one that removes awareness of other 
possibilities.” Allan Bloom, 2008

“Sometimes it seems 
easier to invent a new 
technology than to 
start a conversation.” 
Sherry Turkle, 2015

“In the end, we will
be defined not only
by what we create
but by what we
refuse to destroy.”
John Sawhill, 2002
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SCHEDULE

Date Topics/Activities Readings/Media

4      
July

What is or Who are (the) Media?             
Media Semantics, Rhetoric & Epistemology          
Activity: Media Studies Infographics

Gendler, A. (2015). Plato’s allegory of the cave (video)                     
Guillory, J. (2010). Genesis of the media concept                                  
Petrina, S. (2010). On (the) media                                                                                                         

5      
July

Media & Technological Literacies          
Media & Technology Education                     
Activity: Photo Blending (LunaPic)               

Hobbs, R. (2010). Digital and media literacy                                                     
Hobbs, R. (2009). The past, present & future of media literacy education 
Saltau, M. (2007). Not just another teen movie: Juno (study guide)

6      
July

Youth/Media Communication                    
Youth/Technology Relationships                  
Activity: Reclaiming Conversation                        

Davis, L. & Turkle. S. (2015). The flight from conversation                  
Lenhart, A. (2015). Teens, social media & technology                                         
Turkle, S. (2012). Connected, but alone (video)

7      
July

Media Production & Advertising                                             
The Art & Science of Motion Pictures                                                                  
Activity: Social Impact Advertising 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences. (2015). Teachers guide  
Kilbourne, J. (1993). Killing us softly: Gender roles in advertising                                                                                                                                                                           
Musberger, R. & Kindem, G. (2009). Introduction to media production                                                                                         

8       
July

Academic Freedom & Free Speech    
Teaching Controversial Subjects                                                                        
Copyright & Intellectual Property Rights        
Activity: The Great “Media Debate”

Lessig, L. (2014). The unstoppable walk to political reform (video)   
Petrina, S. (2008). Academic freedom for K-12 teachers                     
Potter, A. (2003). Is copyright unconstitutional?                                                                                  
Salas, D. (2004). How to teach controversial content and not get fired 

11    
July

Media & Technology Education              
Media & Technological Literacies                                         
Activity: Your Research, Emoji-fied

Anderson, N., Tyner, K. & Pugente, J. (2003). Scanning television                                    
Christensen, L. (2000). Unlearning the myths that bind us                                                           
Russell, C. (2012). Looks aren’t everything (video)                                     

12    
July

Media Methods & Practices                    
Media & Technology Theory               
Activity: Screenplay Readings   

David, L. & Seinfeld, J. (1990). The Chinese Restaurant (script)      
Fedorov, A. (2010). Media educational practices in teacher training 
Merrin, W. (2009). Media studies 2.0                                                       

13    
July

Regulation of the Citizen & Media              
Youth Media & Civic Engagement      
Activity: Social Media Challenges

Evans, H. (2016). What does it mean to be a citizen of the world? (video) 
MacDowell, P. (2015). Agency: Girls, influence, power                                  
Watkinson, A. M. (1999). Freedom of expression and assembly         

14    
July DLC3 Innovation Day!                                                                ETEC 531. (2016). Media productions and case studies                                                            

15    
July Celebration of Learning!                                                      ETEC 531. (2016). Media study guide                                                           

“True death equals a generation living by rules and attitudes they 
never questioned and producing more children who do the same.” 

Linda Christensen, 2000
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