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ABOUT THE FILM

 

SYNOPSIS

 
13-year-old William lives in a village in rural Malawi where lengthening cycles of drought

and heavy rains are making harvests increasingly precarious. 

 

His parents, Trywell and Agnes, are determined to give their children an education. But

when they’re unable to pay William’s school tuition, the boy - whose aptitude for fixing

small appliances is already evident - takes to the library to teach himself. 

 

It’s not long before he’s fending off famine by repurposing scrap metal and bicycle parts

into an ingenious irrigation system.

(adapted from https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/28/movies/the-boy-who-harnessed-the-wind-review.html)

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/28/movies/the-boy-who-harnessed-the-wind-review.html


INTRODUCTION

LEARNING OUTCOMES

You can’t go 3 minutes without seeing an article,

video, or youtube clip that doesn’t in some way

reference climate change.  This media guide is

intended to help inform students about some of the

issues surrounding climate change.  The film itself

provides a window into a village in Africa that

is experiencing climate related hardship that may

soon be felt across the globe.  Through guided

discussions and collaborative activities students will

have opportunities to engage in critical inquiry

about the issue of climate change.  This guide

includes themes like youth empowerment, food

scarcity, alternative energy, education and extreme

weather. 

There are many curricular connections from a wide

variety of subjects including Science, Social Studies,

Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies. Among

other learning outcomes, students will be able to:  

 

Make ethical judgments about events, decisions,

or actions that consider the conditions of a

particular time and place, and assess appropriate

ways to respond (Grade 5 SS).

Engage with complex global problems that

require international cooperation to make

difficult choices for the future (Grade 6 SS).

Reflect on global poverty and inequality issues,

including class structure and gender (Grade 6 SS). 

Build a machine that transfers force and energy.

Discuss electricity, the different ways it can be

generated, and the different environmental

impacts of each of the modes of generation

(Grade 7 Science).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



KEY CONCEPTS

 

EXTREME WEATHER | CLIMATE CHANGE

 

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

 

In the film, the eastern African nation of Malawi is in the grips of a recurring cycle of

devastating drought and flooding resulting in extreme food insecurity. There is growing

scientific evidence that the planet as a whole is experiencing an alarming pattern of

climate change due to human activity which, in addition to causing an upward trend in

global average temperatures, results in increased frequency and intensity of extreme

weather events. If predictions hold true, climate related hardships experienced by William

in the movie are expected to become increasingly common around the globe.

This film serves as an example of the power of an individual despite their age and status. 

In order to irrigate the fields, William is forced to enlist help from older students and he

even has to convince his own father that his plan will work. Watching William persevere

with his goal may provide students with a sense that they have power and that they can

change the world.



One of the film's underlying themes is alternative

energy. It depicts the use of wind power as a

renewable resource as William Kamkwamba builds

a windmill out of bicycle parts, PVC pipes, and

other recycled materials to provide water to his

village and help fight famine. Mr. Kamkwamba

eventually became a TEDx scholar and was

welcomed into the global dialogue of science,

technology, engineering and math. Although the

movie does not go into great detail about wind

power, particularly how it works on a larger scale,

it might provide students with a pathway to get to

know more about sustainable energy.

WIND POWER | ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

 

The film is set in Malawi but includes challenges faced in many locations globally. William, the

Kamkwamba family, the village, and the broader nation suffer from food insecurity caused by

interacting factors including hostile climate, political unrest, international corporate influence, and

broken or ineffective distribution. With basic human needs not being met, education and economic

activity becomes secondary. The people must be fed before a nation can grow and flourish.

HUNGER | FAMINE | FOOD SCARCITY

 

This film provides students with a look at different ways that students are educated in different

parts of the world.  It also highlights the issue of access to education as William is barred from the

school when his parents can no longer afford to pay the tuition.  William, not to be deterred by

school rules or his parents skepticism, finds ingenious ways to access the school’s library and

eventually finds the resources he needs to build the water pump.

SCHOOLING | EDUCATION | INGENUITY

 



HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

 1. Activate students' prior knowledge by having them:

- Make predictions based on the title of the film,

- Watch the trailer and make predictions about the story and/or challenges the main character

might have to overcome.

2. Use the previewing questions on page 7 of this guide to generate discussion.

3. Distribute the attached worksheet with key concepts brought up in film. 

- Have students collect ideas, either pictorially or textually for each concept.

4. Watch the entire film.

5. Have students share the ideas collected on their worksheets.

6. Discuss the post viewing questions on page 7 of this guide.

7. Work on the activities on page 8 of this guide.

 



POST VIEWING QUESTIONS

 
Guiding questions to be explored with students after watching the film:

 

What is your first impression?

What did you learn?  

In your own opinion, what is the main message of the film?  What does the film maker want

you to do differently?  How does the film maker want you to think differently?

Were you familiar with Malawi before you saw this film? How did The Boy Who Harnessed the

Wind change any previous attitudes, assumptions or knowledge you had about Africa? What

surprised you?

How did William's story illustrate character strengths such as perseverance, curiosity,

integrity, and gratitude?

What were the most important obstacles that William Kamkwamba faced in making his dream

into a reality?

What are some other forms of alternative energy, apart from wind power?

How have your feelings about climate change been impacted after watching this film?

 

PREVIEWING QUESTIONS

 
It is recommended that students and teachers engage in debate or conversation around the

themes mentioned above before watching the film.

 

How do you feel about your future? What do you worry about when thinking about the future?   

What do you foresee in humanity’s future? Can these problems be overcome? If so, how?

Do the poor/disadvantaged have the luxury to make the environment a priority when their

basic needs are not being met?

How is power generated around the world? 

Is humanity changing the earth/environment? Explain your thinking.

Who is responsible for solving these problems to provide a brighter future?

How do human beings overcome adversity? Can you provide any examples? 

How can education influence our ability to transform ourselves and the world in which we live? 

What do you know about Africa?

How can necessity serve as a catalyst for learning? 

How can life experience shape and influence our growth as human beings?



ACTIVITIES

Activity 1 | Collaborative Digital Artefact

 

Divide students into groups. 

Each group will be assigned a theme (school system, use of renewable energy, food

scarcity, youth empowerment, and so forth)

The groups will be responsible for populating a padlet board with information on

similarities/differences between Malawi and their hometown based on the assigned

theme.

On each board, besides collecting information, students should also present a reflection

on what they researched, either text-based or producing a video or audio file. 

As a follow-up, students can login on each other's boards and comment on other groups'

work.

Take a look at this example: https://padlet.com/lilianmdm/hnn35a7459oh

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Activity 2 | Constructing a Wind Turbine

 

Divide students into groups.

Distribute craft materials (Cardboard, Balsa wood, Rubber Bands, Glue, String) or for an

added challenge have students seek used materials otherwise destined for recycling or

the trash.

Students work together to construct a functioning wind turbine.

Students present their wind turbines. 

Students reflect on the process of building their wind turbine.

Create a wind turbine gallery to show other classes.

Find together with students strategies for test wind turbines for durability and

effectiveness.

Post Activity Discussion: Pro's and Con's of building more wind turbines.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

https://padlet.com/lilianmdm/hnn35a7459oh


SOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY

 
3D Wind Energy Virtual Lab

https://www.youngscientistlab.com/sites/youngscientistlab.com/files/interactives/wind-energy/

World Energy Council
https://www.worldenergy.org/data/resources/resource/wind/

How a Wind Turbine Works
https://www.energy.gov/articles/how-wind-turbine-works

Free Rice Online Game
http://freerice.com/

William Kamkwamba's TED Talk
https://www.ted.com/talks/william_kamkwamba_how_i_harnessed_the_wind

William Kamkwamba's website
http://www.williamkamkwamba.com/

https://www.youngscientistlab.com/sites/youngscientistlab.com/files/interactives/wind-energy/
https://www.worldenergy.org/data/resources/resource/wind/
https://www.energy.gov/articles/how-wind-turbine-works
http://freerice.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/william_kamkwamba_how_i_harnessed_the_wind
http://www.williamkamkwamba.com/


WORKSHEET

 

As you watch the film, keep the following key concepts 

in mind and record your ideas and thinking with pictures or text.

 

EXTREME WEATHER | CLIMATE CHANGE

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

WIND POWER | ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

HUNGER | FAMINE | FOOD SCARCITY

SCHOOLING | EDUCATION | INGENUITY



Media Study Guide

Victor Cai
Ken Lindsay

Dayna Mathieson
Sarah Matthews

Before the Flood



Introduction 

Before the Flood follows actor and 

environmental activist Leonardo DiCaprio 

as he travels the world to explore and 

expose the effects of climate change on 

the planet. 

In Before the Flood, DiCaprio visits 

different locations around the globe that 

have been particularly devastated by the 

changing climate conditions. During his 

travels, DiCaprio also meets with various 

scientists, political figures, and 

Indigenous peoples to discuss the impact 

of climate change as well as possible 

solutions for the future. 

While this documentary discusses issues 

such as climate change and global 

warming, it also provides students with 

the chance to think critically and analyze 

the biases behind media. 



Learning Outcomes 

Students will be able to: 

• Recognize bias
• Appreciate different
perspectives
• Learn ways to contribute
positively to their community and
climate change movement
• Understand the
interdependence of humans and
the natural environment
• Understand methods of
persuasion as they are used in
the film
• Empathize with others and
nature
• Make a plan for future positive
action

"The only thing we can do 
is control what we do next. 
How we live our lives. 

What we consume. 
How we get involved." 

Big ldeas 

• Climate change and climate 

change denial

• Humanity's relationship with 

nature

• Activism
• Consumerism

• Responsibility

• Government trustworthiness
• Sustainability

• Interdependence 



● What do you know about Leonardo 
DiCaprio?
● What do you already know about global 
warming?
● What are you or your family currently ● What are you or your family currently 
doing to contribute to the climate change 
movement?
● How would you characterize your 
relationship with nature?
● Introduce the methods of persuasion: ● Introduce the methods of persuasion: 
ethos, logos, pathos. Then, view the film 
trailer and make predictions about the 
methods of persuasion that will most likely 
be used.
● Discuss the power music can have to 
generate emotion in the listener. 
● Review bias.● Review bias.

Before Watching

“You are the last 
best hope of 

Earth. We ask you 
to protect it or we, 

and all living 
things we cherish, 

are history.”



"We are taking 

away the 

ecosystems 
that normally 

help us to 

restabilize the 

climate." 

Memory check questions (Tobe given at 
the halfway point, assuming that you will 
show this film over two classes.) 

• Which places does Leonardo visit?

• Who does he meet?

• What environmental concerns does he

learn about?

• Did you notice any examples of bias?

• What did you think of the music in

certain scenes? Was it effective at

drawing out emotion in you?

• Were there any statistics that you

found particularly striking or unsettling?



After Watching

● Leonardo says he’s pessimistic about the 
future, are you?
● Does Leonardo’s fame make you take 
him more or less seriously? Is he a good 
spokesperson? Why or why not?
●● The film is biased, but it’s also based on 
a lot of fact. Does the fact that it’s biased 
mean the film lacks validity?
● How are climate deniers discredited in 
the film?
● Which parts of the film did you find most ● Which parts of the film did you find most 
powerful? Were some of the images too 
disturbing/upsetting?
● Does the film achieve its goal?
● What are some of the suggestions they ● What are some of the suggestions they 
make to help empower the viewer in 
combatting climate change? Do you do any 
of these already?

“Everything that 
we now take for 
granted, our 

planet and all of 
its biodiversity 
and beauty, 

everything in the 
future is going to future is going to 
be different.”



• Research a particular aspect of conservationism that
you feel passionate about. Using a program such as
Photoshop or lnDesign, create an informational poster to
be displayed in your school and community. Include
eye-catching photos and/or graphics, compelling
statistics, and a relevant catchphrase.

• Create a PSA about climate change and what viewers
can/should do. It should be positive and empowering, so
consider the music and imagery in setting this tone.

• Create a photo timeline of Leonardo DiCaprio's movie
career and role in environmentalism.

• Get involved using the Before the Flood  hashtags on
social media: #climatechange #beforetheflood and tag
@leodicaprio.

• Tweet @natgeochannel and let them know what habits
you're changing and how you're contributing to the
climate change movement.



For Further Studv 

• NASA: Climate Change and Global Warming

• Before the Flood official website
• Vancouver's Climate Change Adaptation Strategy

• Climate Atlas of Canada

• What Everyday Products Contain Palm Oil? 

Other films to watch: 

• The Revenant
• An Inconvenient Truth and An Inconvenient 

Sequel
• Terra
• Our Planet  

https://climate.nasa.gov
https://www.beforetheflood.com
https://vancouver.ca/green-vancouver/climate-change-adaptation-strategy.aspx
https://climateatlas.ca
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/which-everyday-products-contain-palm-oil
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoebZZ8K5N0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bu6SE5TYrCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKww6xMTCc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pMScorWcyU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aETNYyrqNYE


OUR RISING
OCEANS

A MEDIA STUDY GUIDE BY ALEX CAMPBELL,
ALEXIS CLIFT, JASSI KANG, & 

LUKE VANDERZALM



OVERVIEW
OCEAN LEVELS ARE RISING AT AN ALARMING RATE. GLACIERS
ARE MELTING THREE TIMES FASTER THAN THEY EVER HAVE
BEFORE. THE USE OF "OUR RISING OCEANS" WILL MAKE
STUDENTS AWARE OF THE ISSUES THAT ARE PREVALENT
REGARDING SEA LEVEL RISE. THE DOCUMENTARY WAS PRODUCED
IN 2016 SO IT WILL BE TOPICAL FOR THE FORSEEABLE FUTURE,
AND HAS THE POTENTIAL TO BE USED AS HISTORICAL FOOTAGE
FOR WHAT WAS KNOWN AT THIS POINT IN TIME

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Use geographic inquiry processes and geographic literacy
skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze data and
ideas from a variety of sources and spatial/temporal scales;
and communicate findings and decisions (evidence and
interpretation)
Evaluate how particular geographic actions or events affect
human practices or outcomes (geographical value judgments)
Identify and assess how human and environmental factors and
events influence each other (interactions and associations)
Make reasoned ethical judgments about controversial actions
in the past and/or present, and determine whether we have a
responsibility to respond (geographical value judgments)
Determine and assess the long- and short-term causes and
consequences, and the intended and unintended
consequences, of public policy decisions related to urban
places (cause and consequence)



KEY CONCEPTS & BIG
IDEAS 

Interactions between human activities and the
atmosphere affect local and global weather and
climate.
Decision making in urban and regional planning
requires balancing political, economic, social, and
environmental factors.
Government policies can dramatically affect our
overall quality of life. 
Human activities alter landscapes in a variety of
ways.
Demographic patterns and population distribution
are influenced by physical features and natural
resources.

INQUIRY QUESTIONS
How does climate

change affect
melting glaciers?

How can rising sea
levels be explained

to someone who
does not

understand?

What are the
possible

solutions to stop
rising sea levels?

How can we
spread

awareness of
rising sea levels?

How do politics and
corporate interests
impact our views on

climate change?  



Activity 1
For this activity students will take on roles and engage in the
following project based learning scenario: 
 
The government of Canada has hired your team to: 
- Describe the changes to the ecosystems in North
- Predict future changes based on rate of temperature change,
changes in sea level, and changes in glacier area. 
- Propose a plan to sustain the living things in the Arctic,
including Indigenous peoples and their culture. 
On your team you are a biologist, anthropologist, an Indigenous
Shaman, and a statistician. 
 
As this activity takes students down different paths of inquiry, it
allows for both analysis and application of key concepts and big
ideas surrounding climate change in the Canadian context. It
would be useful to do this activity before watching the
documentary. It can serve as a primer, enhancing
comprehension and perhaps a higher degree of interest as they
see what is happening in Antarctica as opposed to the Canadian
North.
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES



ACTIVITIES 
Activitiy 2

Design a social media profile for a stakeholder from one of the interest
groups depicted in the documentary — for example, a climate change
activist, climate change denier, scientist, politician, lobbyist, oil
executive, etc. 
 
This activity enables students to explore and utilize their social media
literacy. They will use their selected platform as a medium to show
their understanding of the documentary and discussions surrounding
climate change. Students will appraise various views and opinions on
climate change. The purpose of this is to foster critical thinking skills as
they assess the ethics and credibility of the perspective they have
chosen to depict.

Activity 3
Produce a video, podcast, news story, talk show etc. about rising sea
levels and the effects of climate change on a global scale.
 
This activity gives students a chance to explore the consequences of
climate change, specifically rising sea levels, while developing media
design skills.
 
 
 
 
 



Sources for Further
Study

National Geographic: Sea Level Rise Explained
https://on.natgeo.com/2zaTm0g
NASA: Sea Level https://go.nasa.gov/2lnBkVP
Office for Coastal Management: Sea Level Rise Viewer
https://bit.ly/2oCkHHx



CLIMATE CHANGE PSAs STUDY GUIDE   
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Introduction 
 
Using the Study Guide  
The purpose of this study guide is to inform and/or re-
engage students with the topic of Climate Change. This 
guide is designed to help teachers build critical media 
literacy skills in their students through five personal 
service announcement videos (PSAs). Together with the 
critical questions and the multimodal activities in this 
guide, help your students inquire into how the issues 
examined in the PSAs play a part in the society in which 
they live.  
 

1. Preview PSAs. 
2. Complete pre-viewing questions; review 

persuasive techniques.  
3. Watch PSAs with students (consider stations).  
4. Complete post-viewing questions. You may 

wish to do these questions in small groups, then 
regather as a class.  

5. Introduce students the Hog Busters Training 
Game to explore practical solutions to climate 
change  

6. Introduce students to media production 
activity, wherein they create their own PSA with 
a focus on one practical solution.  

  

  

Climate Change PSAs  
Media Study Guide for Grades 6-8 

 
 
 
 
 

Janine Dickie 
Dan Northgraves  
Amaris Odermatt  

Sean Ware  
Sophia Yang  

 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 
Learning Outcomes  

• Engage students with global concepts through 
a critical eye.  

• Discuss messages, target audiences, and 
objectives of eco-media.  

• Determine the efficacy of public service 
announcements.  

• Appreciate what can be done to combat climate 
change on an individual level.  
 

Big Ideas 
» Questioning what we hear, read, and view 

contributes to our ability to be educated, 
engaged and socially responsible citizens.  

» Active interpretation of media develops 
critical media literacy  

 

 Key Concepts  
Throughout the media project, students will develop 
their understanding and mastery of:  

» Climate Change 
» Gas Emissions  
» Digital Activism  
» Societal Issues  
» Critical Literacy  

Guiding Question: 
How can eco-media be used to educate the 
public meaningfully promote a shift in our 
collective behaviour in combatting the rising 
urgency of climate change?  
 
 

 



CLIMATE CHANGE PSAs STUDY GUIDE   
c 

Media  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aristotle identified the three “modes of persuasion” – or rhetorical appeals – to ethos, pathos, and logos; means of persuading and 
appealing to others to achieve a goal with its audience. Categorize what advertising techniques would fall into mode of persuasion and 
identify examples in the PSAs.  

o Pathos – An appeal to emotion: An advertisement using pathos will attempt to evoke an emotion response, whether positive 
(happiness) or negative (fear and guilt).  

o Logos – An appeal to logic or reason: An advertisement using logos will give you evidence and/or statistics you need to fully 
understand what the product or issue can do.   

o Ethos – An appeal to credibility or character: An advertisement using ethos will try to convince you of the credibility, authority, 
reliability and/or honesty of the advertising company.    

Act on CO2 Bedtime Story (1:30)  
London Department of Energy and 
Climate Change (2009)  

• https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=zMvWGT6l3lI 

 

A Train is Coming (0:30)   
Advertising Council (2006)  

• https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=dwKDxHM88HY 

 
 

When You Feel It, It’s Already 
Too Late (1:03)  
Unknown (2009)  

• https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=vPJOuDAUX-Y 

 
 

#Winter Is Not Coming (0:57)  
Greenpeace Canada (2016)  

• https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IGgUnvXbLuQ 

 
 

 

Fight for Your World (1:30)  
WWF UK (2018)  

• https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=3oT4AEJL3yI 

 
 

 

Pre-viewing sets the stage for viewing the commercials. 
Before exploring the links, engage in the class a discussion 
about the following:  
 

1. Can commercials have an effect on our 
behaviours and/or interests?  

 
2. What makes an effective advertisement?  

 
Invite examples of commercials that stand out in 
their memories. What it was about it that made it 
so memorable?   
 

3. How do video messages manipulate and/or 
persuade our senses?  

 
Here are some of the most common techniques 
advertisers use to appeal to our emotions – to buy 
or do something. 

o Calls to Action: Telling you what to do 
– “Vote now” or “Don’t litter” removes all 
doubt about next steps.  

o Claim: Informing you about the state of a 
product or issue and, implicitly, why you 
should care.  

o Humor: Using ads that make you laugh 
catch you attention, are more 
memorable, and alleviate tension.  

o Hype: Using words like amazing or 
horrible to amplify how much we should 
care.  

o Fear: Using shock-tactics or drawing on 
fears and/or worries to amplify urgency.  

o Repetition: Repeating a message or 
idea so you remember it.  

o Sense Appeal: Using images and 
sounds to appeal to your senses: sight, 
touch, taste, etc.  

o Testimonials and Endorsements: 
Featuring someone like a celebrity saying 
how we must care about the thing at 
stake.  

 

1. Pre-Viewing  

Higher Thinking 



CLIMATE CHANGE PSAs STUDY GUIDE   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Post-Viewing Analysis 

 
Critical Analysis  

1. Who is responsible for the PSA? Consider how 
this – or not knowing the author – impacts how 
you respond to the ad.  

2. Who is the PSA aimed towards?  
3. What is the PSA saying? How does the PSA 

portray the world and/or people?  
4. What is the purpose of the PSA? What does it 

want us to do?  
5. How is the PSA appealing to our senses, in order 

to get us to act?  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Evaluation  
1. Which is the most effective ad, and which is the 

least effective? Defend your choices.  
 

Prior to having students choose and evaluation 
the least and most effective, discuss what 
‘effective’ means in the context of these PSAs. 
How is it different from product commercials? 
Depending on the student, you may need to 
help them distinguish between ‘effective’ and 
‘favourite’ when determining the efficacy of 
each.  

 

These post-viewing questions pull students into critically thinking about the content, context, and efficacy of the PSAs. 
If you are setting up viewing stations for each video, you may choose to have your students complete the critical analysis 
questions after watching the PSA for each station. 
 

These general discussion questions are designed as a 
transition between activities by initiating thinking about how 
individuals can respond to calls of action, but they can easily 
be used out of sequence.  

• Do these videos address large-scale or small-scale 
issues?  

• How do these PSAs compel the audience? Do they 
mostly draw on hope, humor, or fear mongering?  

• How can individuals make meaningful change 
when it comes to climate change? Are the 
responsibilities of adults different from that of 
children?  

Discussion Questions 

Activity 1: Energy Hog 
How often are you overwhelmed with climate change? Given the often-overwhelming nature of the subject matter, it can be helpful 
to focus on sharing the knowledge of what we can do to collectively reverse the effects of climate change. Direct your students to 
the Hog Busters Training Camp, below, to learn about simple ways we can begin conserving energy. Created by The Alliance to 
Save Energy, The Energy Hog Challenge is an online interactive game that guides children through lessons about different sources 
of energy, how we use energy at home and in school, and how to bust energy hogs to save energy. Before beginning the game, 
activate your students’ background knowledge on the causes and consequences of climate change.  

 Hog Busters Training Camp: http://energyhog.org/childrens.html  
 
Have students visit the site and explore the game, making note of the energy saving tips. 
Students will be able to:  

» Learn good energy-saving habits 
» Bring their lessons home to help their families save money by reducing home 

energy bills  
» Protect natural resources for future generations  
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Activity 2: Eco-Media Production  

In production teams, students research a climate change topic 
of their choice and produce a Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) about climate change that will motivate the audience to 
change their personal or collective behaviour by focusing on 
one practical solution.  
 
This PSA activity is more meaningful as a culminating project 
to the critically evaluating eco-media. Alternatively, this unit 
may be structured around creating the PSA. With this 
approach, the students’ ability to evaluate, organize and 
express climate science information  
 
I.  Pre-Production 

• Brainstorm what makes a PSA powerful 
• Gather information about climate change topics; focus 

in on one critical issue and one practical solution 
individuals can do to remedy this issue (i.e. littering and 
reusable Ziploc bags; CO2 emissions and biking to 
school) 

• Discuss and decide your message. What compelling 
story will you tell? How will you persuade people to be 
concerned about your message and make a change?  

• Decide on your roles: storyboard artist, on-camera 
person(s), camera person 

• Draft a storyboard, script and/or scene log.  
 
II.  Production  

• Test and familiarize yourself with your equipment 
• Review your plan that you created in pre-production  
• When ready, record/film your PSA! Consider taking 

additional shots you think might be useable for filler 
material.  

• Before calling it a day, look at your video footage to 
make sure you have all the footage you need before 
beginning the editing process.  

• Edit and combine your videos into a cohesive PSA 
 
III.  Post-Production   

• Seen your PSA to the class, giving a short oral 
presentation about the PSA  

 
 
 

 
How do we create and deliver a filmed PSA 
message that can educate the public about 
climate change and is persuasive enough to 
motivate people to change their behavior? 

Focus Question 

Resources for Further Study 
 

 Buy Nothing Day 
http://adbusters.org/campaigns/bnd/  

Bike to School Week 
https://bikehub.ca/bike-to-school/bike-to-school-
week 

David Suzuki Foundation 
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/  

Climate Change Initiative 
 https://climate-change-initiative.org/ 

Media Production Resources 
https://cleanet.org/cced_media/your_classroom/
media_res.html 

Climate Change Game: An online game where 
you are president of the European Nations and 
need to address climate change while staying 
popular enough with voters.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/hottopics/climatechang
e/climate_challenge/ 
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