Running head: CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES ON SCROLL TO CODEX
1
PAGE  
[Type text]
[Type text]
[Type text]

11
CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES ON SCROLL TO CODEX

Christian Influences on the Transition from Scroll to Codex 

Lindsay Noël 

ETEC 540 Section B

University of British Columbia

Jeffery Miller

October 27, 2013

Christian Influences on the Transition from Scroll to Codex 

Since the development of the written word, there have been a number of crucial changes to text that have significantly altered literacy and culture. Roberts and Skeat (1983) argue “the most momentous development in the history of the book until the invention of printing was the replacement of the roll by the codex”. This paper will discuss the transition from use of the papyrus scroll to the codex book. The scroll entailed a roll of papyrus papers that authors bound together seamlessly into one long roll, with lengthy volumes requiring numerous scrolls (Bolter, 2001; Grout, 2002). Conversely, writers produced codex texts on sheets of paper, typically parchment, which were joined together on one side and secured with a cover (Grout, 2002; O’Donnell, 1999). The transition from using scrolls to paged books had a number of significant implications, particularly regarding reading, writing and culture. Bolter (2001) states “a whole set of cultural questions is connected with the changing status of the word”. Given these implications, this project will evaluate cultural motivators and impacts, specifically regarding the early Christian church. This paper will begin by examining the historical literary and cultural context for the transition and will then analyze its implications, in terms of literacy and Christian culture.
Context

A number of literary practices and social factors relating to Christianity influenced the shift from use of scrolls to codex books. This section will discuss the historical background for the transition in text mediums. It will also provide a cultural framework for the change, primarily regarding early Christian influences.
Historical Literary Background
Catullus (XXII) was one of the first recorded individuals to describe scrolls (Grout, 2002). He explained them as a volume presented in the form of a roll, which had ivory rods that were bound together with thongs (Grout, 2002). Societies worldwide employed scrolls for a variety of writing purposes, such as administrative and historical documentation, and story writing (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001). Scroll formats differed among regions worldwide; for instance, users read scrolls horizontally in Egypt and North America, but vertically in Europe and Asia (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001). Regardless of their direction, readers could choose the amount of text shown when using scrolls, which was one of their defining characteristics (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001). The format of scrolls best suited oral reading, in which a narrator read the scroll aloud to an audience (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001; Bolter, 2001). 

In terms of writing characteristics with scrolls, authors wrote using capital letters, divided words using points and included the document title at the end of the text (Clement, 1997; Grout, 2002). While punctuation was occasionally employed, authors usually used it at random, with no particular grammatical structure (Grout, 2002). Another defining feature of scrolls is their linearity. Since writers bound sheets of papyrus together seamlessly, there was no way to distinguish between pages (Grout, 2002). This made referencing passages and finding particular sections challenging (Grout, 2002). It also made them cumbersome to read and store (Grout, 2002). These characteristics of scrolls defined literary works, reading and writing until approximately 200 A.D., when the codex book gradually replaced the scroll (O’Donnell, 1999).
The physical and literary limitations of scrolls were essential contributors for the shift to the use of paged books. The most accepted theory regarding the development of the codex book is that the Roman Empire was the first developer and user of its format (Resnick, 1992). Religious groups within the Roman Empire used folded papyrus letters, which likely formed the basis for the codex book (Frost, 2000). The romans developed their first paged volumes by using parchment that was folded and stitched together, similar to the letter, to form groups of pages (Grout, 2002). The shift from using scrolls to codex books began in 200 A.D. following the roman development of paged texts (O’Donnell, n.d.). This transition continued gradually until the codex fully replaced the scroll by approximately 500 A.D. (O’Donnell, n.d.).
Cultural Framework

The early Christian church largely influenced the transition from use of scrolls to paged books. While evidence shows codex volumes became equally used as the scroll in 300 A.D. in Egypt and Greece, Christians began writing using paged books significantly earlier in approximately 200 A.D. (Clement, 1997). Every documented Biblical text written during the second-century used the codex format, as well as about 60% of non-Biblical Christian writings (Clement, 1997). Historians have only identified 14 Biblical scrolls of 172 texts written prior to 400 A.D., which indicates that early Christians began using the paged book rapidly and extensively (Clement, 1997). During that time, the proportion of non-Christian texts written in codex format compared to Christian documents was significantly less (O’Donnell, 1999; Resnick, 1992). This evidence suggests that Christians initiated the widespread use of the codex book.

There are a number of theories regarding the adoption of the codex format by early Christians. The majority of scholars argue that the paged book offered significant benefits, such as paper efficiency and cost savings, but that they were not adequate motivators for Christians to initiate the transition (Clement, 1997; Frost, 2000; Grout, 2002; Resnick, 1992). Instead, the early Christian church likely wanted to distinguish their works from those of other religious and secular groups (Grossman, 2011; Grout, 2002; Resnick, 1992). This is because, at the time, Jewish and pagan communities solely used scrolls for their texts (Grout, 2002). Certain religions, such as Judaism, opposed the paged book, valuing the traditional scroll format, and only began employing the codex after 800 A.D. (Resnick, 1992). Using the paged book, therefore, enabled Christians to easily differentiate what they deemed accurate versions of Jewish scripture, which were acceptable for Christianity (Resnick, 1992). 
In addition to distinguishing their writings, early Christians adopted the codex book in order to effectively write the four Gospels (Bagnall, 2000). Since paged books can contain more text than scrolls, they are ideal for long documents such as the Gospels (Grossman, 2011; Grout, 2002). The apostles, thus, used paged books for reading and writing convenience, as Gospels would have required several rolls per volume (Grout, 2002). As a result, early Christians were the primary users of the codex book, who adopted it for scriptural differentiation and suitability.
Implications


The previous section provided a historical and societal background for the transition from use of scrolls to paged books. This shift in writing mediums had significant implications for literacy and culture. This section will discuss the impacts of this transition on reading, writing and Christian culture.
Reading

One of the primary effects of the change from scroll to codex was a shift in reading approaches. Given the scroll’s linear format, their design facilitates oral reading and performance (Frost, 2000). They also only allow a reader to view a portion of text at one time, which makes it difficult for users to grasp a complete perspective of the text as a whole (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001). Additionally, due to their linear format, it is challenging for users to read or find specific sections and there are limited ways to expedite the process of reading the full text (Grossman, 2011). 

Books, on the other hand, are easily portable volumes that support independent reading, as well as sharing and reviewing by various individuals (Clement, 1997; Frost, 2000). Their non-linear structure provides readers with the ability to effortlessly access any part of the document and to review different sections for commonalities, events and regularities (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001; Grossman, 2011). Given the ability for readers to randomly access any part of the text, the codex supports different types of reading techniques, particularly scanning, skimming and summarizing (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001). As a result, readers can easily search for desired information by rapidly looking over the text (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001). Supplementary organizational features of the codex also facilitate finding information, such as a table of contents, glossary, index and page numbers. 

In addition to facilitating different reading practices, the codex supports unique reading techniques. They enable readers to annotate documents by writing in margins, underlining significant phrases and adding markers (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001; Bolter, 2001; Bolter, 2001). The codex also supports bookmarking, given its non-linear structure (Agarwal-Hollands & Andrews, 2001; Stallybrass, 2002). Readers can easily indicate where they want to continue reading, instead of scanning through a whole text to find a section. These characteristics afford users greater control over their reading practice, than the scroll previously supported (Grossman, 2011).
Writing

In addition to altering reading techniques, the transition from the scroll to codex book influenced writing practices. The paged book provides greater accessibility for authors because it is more economical than the scroll, due to efficient use of writing recourses (Bolter, 2001; Grout, 2002). It is also more practical compared to the scroll because of its size and ability to contain long texts, which makes it more appealing for writing and storage (Bolter, 2001; Grout, 2002). Given its various affordances, it facilitated different approaches to writing and gradually altered literary practices. It caused a transition from the primarily oral recitation of texts, in which society based the scroll, to predominantly independent reading (Bolter, 2001). As a result, authors added visual features to paged books for reader appeal. Writers began using formal writing tools, including headings and punctuation (Bolter, 2001). They also employed aesthetic techniques, such as font types, images and ornamental starting letters, in order to make texts more visually appealing (Bolter, 2001). This contrasted with the scroll, which had no formal structure for punctuation or aesthetic characteristics, since authors wrote them for primarily oral recitation (Frost, 2000; Grout, 2002).

Referencing and citation were other writing practices that began with the introduction of the codex book. Scrolls did not have easily identifiable passages for citation purposes because their pages and sections were undivided. As such, referencing was not an established practice (Clement, 1997). In contrast, given their non-linear format and pagination, paged books support referencing (Clement, 1997; Skeat, 1994). The ability to cite different volumes was a significant development for writing practices, as it facilitated analysis of different texts and the incorporation and synthesis of information from various sources (Bolter, 2001).
Culture


Bolter (2001) argues that reading and writing are core components of culture. Every society, both past and present, has had a way of communicating that helps form the basis of their culture and provides insight into their beliefs and values. The transition from use of scrolls to paged books highlights the cultural values that underpinned society at the time of its development. The early Christian church was the first significant user of the codex book and its use differentiated their readings from those of other religions (Clement, 1997; Grout, 2002; Stallybrass, 2002). A famous Christian, St. Augustine, claimed he heard God instruct him to take the Bible and read it, with the intention of selecting a chapter at random (Grossman, 2011). He could not have practiced this selection technique using a scroll. St. Augustine’s enlightenment highlights that early Christians favoured the paged book and, as a result, society began associating the codex with Christianity. The increasing prevalence of the codex by approximately 300 A.D. is, therefore, likely associated with the growing popularity and control of Christianity (Clement, 1997). The prevalence of the paged book coincides with the Edict of Milan, in which key political leaders agreed to respect and support Christianity, and with the increasing power of the Christian church (Clement, 1997). As such, the majority of scholars account the adoption of the codex book with the success of Christianity (Clement, 1997; Grout, 2002).
Conclusion

The transition from use of the scroll to the codex book was influenced by a number of significant literary and cultural factors. This shift in writing mediums was largely caused as a result of its adoption by the early Christian church and their increasing control. It had a number of significant implications, particularly regarding reading, writing and culture. The codex book continued the shift from oral to independent reading and facilitated writing production. It also had crucial cultural implications, by demonstrating the authority of the early Christian church and representing Christianity became as the dominant world religion (Grout, 2002). 
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