Why Teaching? 

I believe that educators play a vitally important role in our society to educate and prepare students to become socially responsible members of society. As an educator, I support creating environments that provide my students with knowledge and wisdom; protect and nurture their natural ability to learn; encourage them to become persons of character, strength, and integrity; infuse them with hope and spirit; and guide them to resolute and thoughtful action (Ministry of Education, 2004, p1). 

Teaching for Global Citizenship and Responsibility

I would like my students to understand their culture and the cultures of others, be able to critically analyze the world around them and to question stereotypes while being sensitive and respectful of others. Through community involvement, I support students to learn about their community, as well as about the larger world that we live in. By infusing international perspectives into my teaching, I help prepare students for their responsibilities as global citizens. Most importantly, I strive to create a learning space where students feel valued. As an educator, I model responsible, respectful, and caring behaviours through positive interactions with students. I strive to create learning spaces that are free of ridicule and racism and where each and every student can feel validated as a contributing member of the learning community. 

Humanism and Constructivism in Learning Environments

I believe in the humanistic approach to learning, where teachers allow their students to choose what they want to learn when possible, and treat their students as “whole” because they value the individual qualities of their students. As a humanistic educator I provide my students with learning that incorporates a diverse spectrum of knowledge so that they can develop emotionally, socially, and intellectually. I also believe in the constructivist approach to learning, where students are actively involved in creating knowledge and meaning. I often individualize learning for my students because I believe that creating context is essential for learning. I believe in students’ active involvement in learning through cooperative group work, group discussions, hands-on learning, guest speakers and field trips. 

Instructional Strategies

I also believe in inquiry-based learning which emphasizes problem solving through active learning. For example, I present students with examples of the concept being taught, emphasize the basic structure of new material, help students apply new learning to many different situations and types of problems, pose a problem to students and let them try to find the answer, and encourage students to make intuitive guesses. Through this open-ended process, my students learn critical thinking and risk-taking skills and build initiative and self-confidence. I also believe in small group work, which can encourage the development of good questions and relationship building through student interaction. 

Teaching for Diversity

From my teaching experiences, I find that I am most comfortable and that I am a better educator in settings where there is diversity and a community-oriented approach to education. I believe that post-secondary institutions must be diverse and inclusive of all learners. Adults need to learn how to think, not what to think, and by adapting and modifying my teaching strategies as well as lesson content, to include kinaesthetic, auditory, and visual learning, I support diverse learning styles. My relationship with my students is also vital in helping them to develop a love for learning as well as critical thinking and problem solving skills. I am continuously modifying my teaching as I research and try different strategies to honour and create diverse and inclusive learning spaces. 

Creating Inclusive Classrooms to Model Healthy Communities

As an educator, I want to inspire my students with a love for learning, through positive and supportive interactions with peers, parents, community members, and myself. Research has shown that the experiences we provide adults in learning settings, need to be relevant and meaningful. I believe in creating inclusive learning spaces through modelling, communicating, and encouraging. Modelling includes modelling communication and interaction, treating students with dignity and respect, creating a space that facilitates interaction with peers, ensuring that expectations and routines are the same for all students, and doing things with a student rather than for a student when assistance is needed. Communicating includes speaking directly to students, teaching about differences using proper terminology and inviting exceptional learners as part of the regular curriculum, communicating acceptance and appreciation of the diversity of the learning community, ensuring frequent communication between myself and my students, and focusing on student’s strengths and achievements. Encouraging includes structuring and facilitating social interaction in the classroom through planned activities, promoting social interaction outside of the classroom, fostering independence, and planning for and encouraging participation. 
My Commitment to Teaching

I know that I can continue to be a successful educator because I believe in myself as a learner and educator. I wholeheartedly believe in the capacity of every student, which will help them to achieve advanced academic goals. I also believe in the cohesiveness and mutual support of working with other educators. I will continue to create learning spaces that are thoughtful and welcoming, and that foster close and positive relationships with and between students, while having a clear sense of academic purpose. I believe that my background, life experiences, and my academic and practical studies in teaching make me an effective educator who can provide meaningful and rich learning experiences that meet diverse students’ needs.



