SCIENCE 10
8.P: The Great Organic Debate: Healthier – Yes or No? (p. 222)
Learning Objectives:
· Students will be able to apply their knowledge of chemistry and independent research to create an informed opinion on the benefits and disadvantages of organic foods.

The Project:
You will take part in a debate with the class about the benefits and disadvantages of organic foods.
Recall from class that the term “organic” has different meanings depending on where and when it is used. In this debate, we will use the agricultural definition of “organic:” foods that are naturally grown according to certain specifications.
You will be assigned either to the pro-organic or con-organic side. Even if you disagree with the side you are assigned to, you must do your best to come up with an argument that supports your side. It is an important part of being a scientist and being a well-rounded human being to be able to view an issue from multiple perspectives.

Instructions:
To complete the project, you must do the following:
1. Research the topic.
· To have an informed opinion, you must thoroughly understand the topic of the debate.
· Research organic foods to better understand them. Research both potential pro and con points. You might consider the following questions:
· What does it mean for a food to be organic?
· How are organic foods grown?
· How are organic foods used?
· What are the costs associated with organic foods?
Compile your research into 2 well-written paragraphs (5-7 sentences each). Record it on a neatly written or typed paper and include Parts 2 and 3 below it. Make sure to also include your name, the date the project is due, and your block!
Include any sources that you use (books, websites, etc.) by writing down their titles, dates, and authors below the paragraph!
2. Figure out if you are on the pro-organic or con-organic side of the debate.
Your teacher will assign your position. Record your position below Part 1.

3. Come up with an argument for your position.
· During the debate you should have a strong argument for or against organic foods.
· If you are pro-organic, perhaps you will argue that they are healthier or that they are better for the environment than other foods.
· If you are con-organic, perhaps you will argue that they are not healthier or that they are more expensive than other foods.
· Whatever argument you pick, use your research to back up your opinion with facts.
· Feel free to do more research if you feel like you can make a stronger argument with it!
Record your argument and your research supporting your position into 2 well-written paragraphs (5-7 sentences each) on the same paper as Parts 1 and 2. Again, include any sources you use!
4. Be prepared to verbally present your argument to your peers during class.
· You can use notes during the debate, but you should not rely heavily on them.
· You must understand your topic from your research in Parts 2 and 3 and be prepared not only to argue your position, but to respond to others’ positions.

Due Date: Friday, 4 March




Marking Checklist:
	Content
(10 points)
	
Research describing organic foods [Part 1] (4)
Taken a position [Part 2] (1)
Fact-based argument for or against [Part 3] (4)
Sources listed for Parts 2 and 3 (1)


	Presentation
(10 points)
	
Argument presented eloquently [Part 4] (4)
Responded intelligently to opposing argument [Part 4] (4)
Respect for opposing points of view, including listening (2)



Total: 20 points
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