
Mini School Grade 10 Brave New World Unit Plan

Rationale: 
	The theme of the year for this class is dystopian societies. The students have previously studied this theme in different genres such as short stories (e.g. Harrison Bergeron). It is important for students to understand satire as a writing technique and how writers often use it to criticize what is happening in society. The goal is for students to explore the main themes of stability vs. emotional variety, uniformity vs. individuality, and censorship vs. freedom of expression or belief. They will also examine societal structures and the characteristics that shape societies.

PLOs:
A1, A2, A10, B6, B10, C9, C10

Prerequisite Skills and Concepts:
· Students are expected to have learned the basics of writing an academic essay.
· Students should know how to use Web Cat to conduct research on a topic.
· The students should have done novel studies in previous grades and be familiar with basic literacy concepts such as inference and analysis.

Teacher Preparation:
· Find and review resources for supplemental information.
· Prepare discussion questions for each chapter.
· Book library computer lab sessions for research and project work.

Cross-curricular Connections: 
	A connection could be made to the Socials Studies 10 curriculum in which students learn about the Canadian government system. Students could examine the government structure of the society in the novel and compare it with different governmental systems in the countries of our world. 

Extensions to Unit:
	In the novel, Huxley explores the idea of what might happen if humans were produced in an assembly line like cars and other machines. To further investigate this theme of how technology influences human behaviour, students could make predictions of how reliance on another invention could impact society in the future.

Differentiated Instruction:
	I will supplement my instructions with visuals (PowerPoints, videos, related readings) to cater to different types of learners. The students will also have a certain degree of choice in terms of how they would like to present their final assignment to allow them to demonstrate their learning in their own ways. For any students with special needs, I will speak with my school advisor and the grade-appropriate counsellor to develop the best support plans for them. 

Resources:	
- Introductory PowerPoint on historical background and vocabulary.
- Chapter questions.
- Supplemental readings (Freudian psychology, Pavlovian conditioning, etc.)






English 10 Brave New World Unit Plan

	Stage 1 Desired Results 

	
Big idea: Aldous Huxley satirizes human society and the way humans have become so dependent on technology that they worship it. Human characteristics such as individuality and emotions have been sacrificed in order to create a “utopian” society where everything is controlled and always stable. 

	Understandings (U): 
Students will understand…
· Humans struggle to find a balance between fitting in with society and expressing individuality.
· Balancing the rights of the individual with the greater good of society is something that democratic governments are always striving to do.
· Technological development has become a crucial part of human existence, but if taken too far it can cause us to forget the characteristics that make us human.
	Essential Questions (Q):
· Can humans really be conditioned to be content with their place in life?
· Are truth and happiness mutually exclusive?
· What function(s) do the family or the individual serve in society? Are they necessary? 

	Students will know… (K)
· The historical background of Brave New World (inter-war years, The Roaring Twenties and The Great Depression.
· Technological advances imagined by Huxley vs. inventions and developments realized by human society).
· Key vocabulary (viscose, acetate, pneumatic, soma, Malthusian (belt), ectogenesis, caste, hypnopaedia, viviparous, savage).
























	Students will be able to… (S)
· Express their opinions on the caste system, drug usage, technology, and individuality vs. conformity.
· Collaborate with peers or work individually to share their views on the extent to which they are willing to go for happiness or social stability.
· Relate key ideas of the novel to current events (e.g. individuality vs. conformity as evidenced by the niqab debate in Parliament).








	Stage 2- Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks (T):
- Quick-write paragraph writings
- In-class essay 
- Final project 

	Other Evidence (OE): 
· Chapter questions (understanding of plot and big ideas).
· Class discussions



	Stage 3- Overview

	Overview of Learning Activities (L):
Where the unit is going: We will begin with an introduction to the historical background of the novel, and progress through the chapters. We will examine the key themes as they come up in the plot of the novel. The novel study will culminate in a final project in which the students share with the class what they are willing to do in the name of happiness/social security. 
Hook/Hold the students: How many of you ride in a car to get where you want to go? How much do you think humans have come to depend on technology such as cars?
Rethink: The students will demonstrate what they have learned about the key themes and the plot of the novel in the in-class essay.
Evaluate: The students will answer questions for each chapter, and these will be evaluated for their understanding of the plot and the big ideas. Their participation in class discussions will also show how confident they are in terms of understanding what they are reading.
Tailored: Students have an option of how they want to present their final project. They can write an expository essay on the topic of happiness vs. social security, produce an interview à la John and Mustafa Mond (truth vs. ignorance), or give a presentation on how the utopian society is similar to a real world political structure (e.g. communism, the caste system in India, etc.). 
Organized: The students will examine the key themes of the novel as they are presented in chronological order in the plot of the novel. Ex. The caste system and hypnopedia are presented in the first chapter of the novel, drug consumption with Lenina and Linda’s consumption of soma, and individuality vs. conformity with Bernard Marx and John.


























Overview of Stage 2: Evidence of Understanding

	Performance Task: Final project on social stability or world government structures.

GRASPS: 

Goals: Students will demonstrate their understanding of the key themes of the novel through a medium of their choice (essay, video/acting, or presentation).

Role: The students examine key aspects that make them individuals and determine what they are willing to do to ensure social security and happiness. Students can also research world government structures with which they can compare the society in the novel.

Audience: Ms. Kuo, peers.

Situation: Students work collaboratively to establish their views. They share their ideas and or opinions with their peers in class.

Product/performance/and Purpose: The students have a choice between writing an expository essay on what makes them unique and what they are willing to do to ensure social stability, producing a talk show interview, or giving a presentation comparing the society in the novel to a world government structure. These options will demonstrate their understanding of the key themes in the novel (individuality vs. collective well-being, truth vs. ignorance, democratic vs. authoritarian).

Standards/Criteria for Success: The students will be evaluated on their understanding of the themes that they have chosen. Marks will be given on the comprehensiveness of their understanding and ideas. They will also be evaluated on their ability to apply the key themes of the novel to their own lives.









	Other Evidence: 

· Chapter review questions
· Quick-write paragraphs
· In-class essay
· Class discussions












	Lesson & Date (tentative)
	Lesson Activities
	Objectives

	#1 March 2
	· Introduction to the author and historical background of the novel. PowerPoint presentation on Henry Ford and Model T.
· Glossary of key vocabulary in the novel.
· Hand out novels and record book numbers.
· Read chapters 1-2 as a class (teacher and students take turns reading, pause to note key ideas e.g. conditioning, caste system, hypnopedia).
· Homework: read chapter 3 and answer questions assigned by last name (Jigsaw style).
	- Familiarize students with when and why the author wrote the novel.
- Introduction to the plot and key terms.

	#2 March 4
	- Chapter 3 jigsaw activity. Students share answers in groups and with the rest of the class.
- Discuss key ideas raised in the chapter (role of family, taking away obstacles instead of overcoming them). 
- Students read chapter 4. Assign some students to choose significant passages and lead small discussion groups.
	- Students understand structure of society (no parents, instant gratification)

	#3 March 6
	- Discussion of passages in chapter 4. Selected students share their passages with their groups and lead discussion.
- Review questions for chapter 4.
- Students read chapters 5-6, choose significant passages and think of questions to guide group discussions.
	- Students explore the ideas of drug consumption as a means of escape and social prejudice.

	#4 March 24
	* Quick-write: Would you take soma if you had the choice? Why or why not?
- Small group discussions of key passages.
- Review questions for chapters 5-6
- Students read chapters 7-8 and discussion leaders select key passages.
	- Students express their opinions on using soma as a means of escape.
- Students examine the theme of community vs. privacy.

	#5 March 26
	- Group discussions of passages from chapters 7-8.
Students get a quick run-down of the Shakespearean plays that John takes quotes from in chapters 7 and 8. Why does Huxley have John quote these lines?
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Students explore the theme of irony in the novel. How is John’s usage of the quote from The Tempest ironic?
	- Students understand how Huxley uses irony in the novel.

	#6 March 30
	- 
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