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Hi everyone, welcome back. Today, we will continue learning about amortized loans. In this 

video, we will be talking about the fixed payment amortized loan. In this lesson, we will learn: 1) 

how to calculate the fixed payment required for the loan; 2) how to determine which portion of 

the payment is towards the interest and which portion is towards the principal; and 3) 

demonstrate this concept in a practice problem. 

 

Video at 00:30 

In the previous video, we discussed the three types of loans: the pure discount loan, the interest 

only loan, and the amortized loan. The amortized loan was broken down into two types, fixed 

principal and fixed payments. We talked about the fixed principal amortized loan, where the 

payment of the principal amount is set in the loan agreement and the interest payment 

decreases over time as the principal balance amortizes. 

 

Video at 00:51 

In this video, we will discuss the fixed payment amortized loan. With the fixed payment 

amortized loan, the periodic payment amount is inclusive of the interest and principal payments. 

Since this type of loan has equal payments per period, they are annuities. Mortgages are a 

common example of an amortized loan, but how do we know how much of the fixed payment 

goes towards paying off the principal and how much of the fixed payment is paid towards the 

interest each period? 

 

Video at 01:15 

Let's take a loan of $500,000 with an annual interest rate of 14%, compounded monthly, over 2 

years. This time, we want to determine a fixed payment to be paid monthly, inclusive of interest 

and principal payments. To calculate this, we will use the annuity formula to determine the fixed 

payment. The formula is as follows: 

V  annuity  P = A[ r
1 − (1+r)−n]  
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Video at 01:36 

We plug in our values, where the effective monthly rate is 14% / 12 months per year = 1.17%, 

and n = 2 years * 12 months per year = 24 months in total (ie 24 monthly loan payments). 

500, 00  $ 0 = A[ 0.0117
1 − (1.0117)−24 ]  

= $24,006.44500, 00  A = $ 0 ÷ [ 0.0117
1 − (1.0117)−24 ]  

We calculate a fixed payment of $24,006.44 per month. 

Tip: for the most accurate calculation, use 0.14/12 instead of 0.0117 in the annuity formula. This 

will make a difference in your ending calculation, since we are working with large numbers like 

$500,000.) 

 

Video at 01:51 

Note that, in reality, loans and mortgages will rarely be paid off so quickly; however, for the 

purposes of this example, we will work with the 24-month mortgage, so that we can see what 

happens to the loan over the entire life of the loan. Although our 24-month mortgage isn't quite 

realistic, the mechanics will still work the same as mortgages in real life. 

 

Video at 02:10 

We can display the monthly payments of this mortgage in an amortization schedule to break 

down the mortgage payments. This is the complete amortization schedule for the loan over the 

entire 24 months (Figure 1). 

 

Video at 02:20 

We can see the fixed payments broken down into the portions of interest payment and principal 

payment. Notice that, as time goes on, the portion of the interest in the monthly payment 

decreases. This is because the interest payment is the rate (1.17%) multiplied by the beginning 

balance of the loan (column B). As the periods go on, the loan gets paid off, and thus, the 

interest amount decreases each period. 
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Figure 1 

Video at 02:40 

This is quite overwhelming at first glance, so let's walk through this together. You can see that 

the process will repeat itself every month until we reach the end of the mortgage, when there 

will be $0 left with what we owe (cell F30); so, instead of typing out the formula manually for 

each cell for the entire term of our mortgage, we can use the power of Excel to write formulas to 

calculate everything for us.  

 

Video at 03:00 

Let's open a fresh Excel sheet. On the blank Excel sheet, input the loan interest rate and fixed 

payment in cells B1:C3 in cells B1:C3, like you see in our Excel sheet. 

 

Note: we calculated these in Excel as formulas, so Excel keeps ALL the decimals, to be as 

accurate as possible. 
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Figure 2 
Video at 03:10 

In the first column, we will set the periods (1 to 24 from cells A7:A30). In our case, it is two years 

of monthly payments for 24 periods total. In column B, we will set the beginning balance of the 

loan to $500,000 in cell B7 (you can reference cell C1).  

 

Figure 3 
Video at 03:22 

In column C, we will include the monthly fixed payment. Since, each month, we paid the same 

amount, this column will remain the same value all the way through our schedule. In cell C7, 

type the formula: =$C$3 then click and drag the formula down to cell C30 (so cell C30 still 

contains =$C$3). The dollar signs on the $C$3 cell reference is called "absolute referencing". 
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This makes sure that, when we drag the formula down, the cells will always return the number in 

cell C3 (our fixed payment), no matter where we drag the cursor. 

 

Figure 4 
Video at 03:50 

In column D, we will use Excel to calculate the portion of the payment that is interest. We now 

know that the interest payment is the interest rate multiplied by the beginning balance of the 

loan. So, in cell D7, we will enter the formula: =$C$2*B7. Similar to in column C, we want to 

absolute reference the interest rate cell ($C$2), so that it always returns 1.17%.  

 

Note: we do not want to absolute reference cell B7, so that the formula in column D will always 

refer to  the cell in column B of the same row, which is the beginning balance of ​that​ period. 

 

Now, we can click and drag this formula down to D30 to carry through the formula (so cell D30 

contains =$C$2*D30). Now, the cells in column D will automatically multiply the values from 
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column B (the beginning loan balance) by 1.17% (cell $C$2) to calculate our interest payment 

each period. 

 

Figure 5 
Video at 04:29 

In column E, we calculate the portion of the loan which is payment towards the principal value. 

We just learned that the principal payment = the monthly payment - the interest payment. So in 

cell E7, we will enter the formula: =C7-D7. Now, we will drag the formula down to cell E30 (so 

cell E30 contains =C30-D30). This carries the formula all the way to the end of our period. 

 

Figure 6 
Video at 04:48 

In column F, we will calculate the ending loan balance. We now know that the ending loan 

balance = the beginning loan balance - the principal payment. In cell F7, we type =B7-E7 Now, 

let's drag this formula down to cell F30 (so cell F30 contains =B30-E30). 

 

Figure 7 
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Video at 05:02 

Finally, let's return to column B; I haven't forgotten about it! In cell B8, we want to input the 

formula: =F7. Naturally, the ending balance of the loan in period 1 (cell F7) is equal to the 

beginning balance of the loan in period 2 (cell B8). Let's click and drag this formula all the way 

down to B30 (so cell B30 contains =F29). 

 

Figure 8 
Video at 05:19 

Great! Our amortization schedule is done. In the last cell of the schedule, cell F30, we should 

see a value of $0 (Figure 9). As you read the schedule across, we can see how the payments 

slowly chip away at both the interest and the principal amounts, so that, by the end of the 24 

months, we can see that we have paid off all of the payments on this loan. 

 

Video at 05:38 

Notice how, while the total payment is the same each month at $24,006.44, the amount paid 

towards interest versus the principal owed changes each month. This becomes clear when we 

calculate the percentage of the monthly payment that is paying off the principal owed (column G 

in Figure 9. 

 

Video at 05:51 

We can also see how that, as we pay down more of the loan principal amount, our interest 

payments also decrease. This is because our interest payments are calculated off of the 

principal amount. When our principal amount is low, then our interest payments are also lower. 

This is why it is beneficial to try and pay down as much of the principal as possible. 
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Figure 9 
Video at 06:11 

To summarize, we pay the same $24,006.44 each month for two years and, over the two years, 

we will be paying off the entire $500,000 mortgage, as well as the interest owed. However, over 

time, we will be paying less and less interest, as we pay off more and more of the principal 

owed. So now you will understand exactly what is going on when you have a big scary 

mortgage on your future home. 

 

Video at 06:34 

We can always replicate the outstanding principal amount of the loan using the PV of annuity 

formula. For example, let's imagine you inherit a large sum of money at the end of month 10, 

after making the 10th payment. You want to use this inheritance to pay off the remainder of the 

loan. In order to calculate the remaining balance of the loan at a given point in time, we will use 

the PV annuity formula and calculate the value by hand.  
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Video at 06:55 

Let's recall: thinking back to the loan mortgage that we calculated the amortization schedule for 

earlier, the loan balance is $500,000, the interest rate is 1.17%, and the fixed payment we 

calculated is $24,006.44 a month. We want to know how much of the loan needs to be paid at 

the end of the 10th month. 

 

Video at 07:15 

Pause the video, and input these numbers into the PV annuity formula we just talked about. 

When you have calculated the final amount, resume the video to see how we did it. 

 

Video at 07:24 

First our "C" value (for the fixed cash flow in an annuity, which is sometimes also denoted by 

“A”) is $24,006.44. The interest rate is 1.17% (r = effective monthly rate), and "n" is 14 (24 

periods total - 10 periods that have already been paid). By plugging these values into the first 

half of the formula, we calculate: 

= $308,425.06V of  loan 24, 06.44  P = $ 0 [ 0.0117
1 − (1.0117)−14 ]  

The value of the total loan after 10 months = $308,425.06 remaining. 

 

Video at 07:47 

I will remind you that the ending balance of one period is the beginning balance of the next 

period. When we look back to the amortization schedule we created before (Figure 10), we can 

confirm that the balance of the loan at the beginning of month 11 (ending balance of the loan of 

month 10) is indeed $308,425.06. 

 

Video at 08:03 

Great! Now, we know how to calculate the remaining balance of our mortgages at any given 

point in time. This is useful as, sometimes, the numbers and values can get so big, it's easy to 

get mixed up on our payments. 
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Figure 10 
Video at 08:14 

Well done! Let's recap what we learned in this video. First, we reviewed that amortized loan 

payments contribute to both the interest amount and the principal amount throughout the 

lifetime of its loan. Then, we learned about the second type of amortized loan, the fixed payment 

loan. This means that the periodic payment remains the same, but the portion that contributes to 

interest amount and the portion that contributes to the principal amount varies each period. 

 

Video at 08:41 

We also learned that we can use the annuity formula to calculate the fixed payment of a loan, 

and we can use it to solve for the outstanding balance of a loan at a given point in time. We can 

also use the annuity formula to create an amortization schedule manually. We can use Excel to 

create amortization schedules, however, usually for loans that are much longer and stretch over 

many periods. Thanks for watching, and we'll see you next time! 
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