
Why is there such a large over-representation of 
Aboriginal children in the Canadian child welfare system?

True Reconciliation

Colonialism
The over-

representation of 
Aboriginal children is a result 

of  the colonial impulse to take 
Aboriginal children away from 
their families, first witnessed 

in the form of residential 
schools.

Indian 
Act 

Canadian federal 
law which authorized 

the creation of residential 
schools and allowed the 
government to regulate 
the affairs of registered 

Indians and reserve 
communities.

Sixties 
Scoop 

The mass removal of 
Aboriginal children from 

their families into the child 
welfare system, in most cases 

without the consent of 
their families or bands 
throughout the 1960s.

Poverty

Abuse
Trauma often 
surfaces in the 

form of domestic 
and substance 

abuse

Land 
Dispossession

Heteropatriarchy 
The Indian Act imposed 

a combined patriarchal and 
heterosexual dominance that 
disenfranchised women and 

established a system whereby 
men could become 

democratically-elected 
chiefs.

Discrimination

Intergenerational 
trauma

Survivors of residential 
schools suffered a variety of 

mental, physical, and emotional 
trauma that left them disadvantaged 

and without a role model 
for parenting and healing. 

Generations to come still feel 
the reverberating effects of 

residential schools.  

Assimilation
The process 

through which one 
distinct cultural group 

is absorbed into another 
cultural group, both socially 

and psychologically.

Residential 
Schools

Abusive, underfunded, 
government and church-

sponsored schools intended 
to assimilate Aboriginal 
children into Canadian 

society.

Inclusive foster care helps ensure that children are raised 
feeling safe, loved, and connected with extended family. It is 
about forming relationships between birth parents, extended 
family and foster parents, and working together to resolve 
differences and care for the children in the best possible way.  
The focus is the best interests of the children and the goal is 
preserving the children’s family ties whenever appropriate. 

“It took me until my adult years to accept that I was Secwepemc 
because I was brainwashed into thinking I was a ‘dirty Indian’… 
When you go to residential school, you are turned against your own 
culture.”                        - Elder Mary Thomas

Individual

Kinship

Community

System

True reconciliation means moving beyond the theoretical model championed by 
governments and moving towards practical solutions. This includes the inclusive 
foster care model but ultimately requires a paradigmatic shift and increased 
awareness about the violent history of Indigenous-settler affairs and the effects of 
intergenerational trauma.

When comparing the residential school system and 
the foster care system, it is crucial to take a multilateral 
approach. This visual provides us with some insight into the 
various levels of analysis upon which each system can be 
analyzed. Inclusive foster care aims to unite these levels of 
analysis and sees the merit in each level.

“How do you teach culture when you live culture? Going to a craft 
group and making moccasins isn’t experiencing culture... It takes 
a community to raise a child.”   - Barbara Jones, Social Worker

Inclusive Foster Care

THE REASONS


