
UBC's International  
Community Field Experience 

EDUC 430 

 
September 2015 

Keith McPherson 
Program Coordinator, CFE 
UBC Faculty of Education 



Goals of Presentation 

• What is an international CFE? 

• Why an international CFE? 

• Where can I do an 
 international CFE? 

• How do I register for my 
 international CFE? 

• How am I assigned an 

    international CFE? 

• Costs and funding? 

 UBC TC in Querétaro, Mexico 



Go Global – James Leeder 

• Safety Abroad 

• Funding/Fee 

• Predeparture 
Conference 



                     

3 week field experience in a country outside of 
Canada’s borders 

What is an International  

Community Field Experience (CFE)? 

Working with the local 

Taekwondo class 

Zacatecas, Mexico 



                     

“This [international CFE] has had a huge impact on how I 

view early childhood education. I will definitely use this new-

found knowledge in my teaching practice in the future.”  

Stephanie Sammartino, Zurich CFE 

Why an International  

Community Field Experience (CFE)? 

Student’s Art Work 

Sha Tin Elementary 

Hong Kong 



                     

Where can I do an International  

Community Field Experience (CFE)? 

Practically anywhere where Canadians are 
welcomed and are safe, and where you have 

an opportunity to observe teaching and 
learning in local schools or community contexts 



                     

Sep 16, 2015  

Government of Canada Travel Advisories 

http://travel.gc.ca/trave

lling/advisories 



                     

Two placement ‘routes’ for Secondary TCs: 

Go Global 
(61 Total) 

Self Placement 
(10 Total) 

Hong Kong (8) 

Melbourne (4) 

Zurich (4) 

Freiburg (4)  

Strasbourg (4) 

Mexico  (14) 

Uganda (2) 

London (2) 

Qingdao, China (2) 

Costa Rica (5) 

Cuba (8) 

Ehtiopia (2) 

 

For example… 

 

Bali 

Taiwan 

Tanzania 

Cyprus 

Manila 

Wales 

New York 

San Francisco 

 



                     

Two placement ‘routes’ for Elementary TCs: 

Go Global 
(46 Total) 

Self Placement 
(10 Total) 

Hong Kong (2) 

Melbourne (4) 

Zurich (4) 

Freiburg (4)  

Strasbourg (4) 

Mexico  (14) 

Uganda (2) 

London (2) 

Tokyo (2) 

Qingdao, China (2) 

Costa Rica (4) 

Ethiopia (2) 

 

For example… 

 

Bali 

Taiwan 

Tanzania 

Cyprus 

Manila 

Wales 

New York 

San Francisco 

 



                     

How do I indicate I want a self 

placement? 

• Through online registration 

• Complete declaration form 

 



                     

Where can I find out more details  

about international placements? 

blogs.ubc.ca/ubcfe/ 

blogs.ubc.ca/ubcfe
blogs.ubc.ca/ubcfe
blogs.ubc.ca/ubcfe
blogs.ubc.ca/ubcfe


                     



                     

What will it cost me to do an 

international CFE?  

Flight 

Accommodation 

Travel 

Food 

 

Total: 

$1,000 – $4,000 

$500   –  $1,500 

$200   –  $300 

$400   –  $750 

 

$2100 – $6550 

 



                     

Is there funding available?  

Go Global &  
Self Placed 

1000.00 Award 

400.00 Fees 

600.00 Total Funds 



                     

 Are there any other cost savings? 

Accommodation 

School 

provides 
Qindao, China 400.00 

School gives you this  

Amount towards your airfare 

Mexico 

Airfare Food 

Breakfast & Lunch 

Provided by school 

An additional 500.00 provided through Go Global 

Cuba 
12 ~1200.00 

(Your cost) 

~525.00 
(Your cost  

for 3 weeks) 

~600.00 
(Your cost 

For 3 weeks) 



                     

Do I have to find my own 

accommodation ?  

In some cases, yes. 

And some cases no. 

 



                     

How do I register ?  

You register first through the CFE registration 

page: 

http://cfe.educ.ubc.ca/teacher-

candidates/registration/?login 

 

Then when you are approved for a placement, 

you register with Go Global. 

 

http://cfe.educ.ubc.ca/teacher-candidates/registration/?login
http://cfe.educ.ubc.ca/teacher-candidates/registration/?login
http://cfe.educ.ubc.ca/teacher-candidates/registration/?login
http://cfe.educ.ubc.ca/teacher-candidates/registration/?login


                     

Is selection completely random?  

Most of the time. 

 

In some cases the partner asks for a specific 

subject specialist, or someone who is willing to 

teach a particular subject. 

 



                     

How do I register ?  

Everyone must also register with: 

UBC’s Safety Abroad 

(http://safetyabroad.ubc.ca) 

 

Canadians Abroad 

(http://travel.gc.ca/travelling/registration) 

http://safetyabroad.ubc.ca
http://safetyabroad.ubc.ca
http://safetyabroad.ubc.ca
http://travel.gc.ca/travelling/registration
http://travel.gc.ca/travelling/registration
http://travel.gc.ca/travelling/registration


                     



                     



                     

Are there pre departure sessions 

I must take?  

Definitely! 

November 26, 2015 

5:00 – 7:30 PM 



                     

Are there pre departure sessions 

I must take?  

GoGlobal 

 

3 Sessions: 

– Health and Wellness 

– Intercultural Identity 

– Skill and Career Development 

 



                     

QUESTIONS? 


