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GREEN NETWORKS- VANCOUVER

TODAY

Brief history Vancouver park planning
Current Vancouver green networks planning



VANCOUVER 1898



CANADA- LARGE PARKS

1870 - 1900
Major parks acquired in most
major cities

Stanley Park, \Vancouver

established 1887
(incremental development)

Stanley Park, 1916, source: City of Vancouver Archives



HASTINGS PARK
Acquired by the City in 1889

Plan 1915



HASTINGS PARK 1960

Plan 1915

Looking northeast 1960

Sources: City of Vancouver Archives,
Hastings Park Masterplan



HASTINGS PARK 2018
returning to early visions....

The sanctuary in Hastings Park
(PFS Studio)

Sources: Hastings Park Masterplan 2011, Friends of Hastings Park






A PLAN FOR THE CITY OF VANCOUVER 1928

Harland Bartholomew Associates , Planners and Engineers
prepared for the Vancouver Town Planning Commission

“It will be noted that no mention has been made of any
human foresight having been exercised in the control or
direction of the growth of this British Columbia
metropolis. Its history is that of Topsy, it just growed.

It is only within the last four or five years that people
began to strive to form an idea of Vancouver as a unit to
study the layout of the city with the intention of forming
an opinion of whether the structure is fitted to
adequately carry out the function of a metropolitan
centre.”



VANCOUVER- 1928 Harland Bartholomew Plan

TOPICS IN PLAN

- street network

- public transportation
- rail (goods) network
- public recreation

- zoning

- civic art

PUBLIC RECREATION
- playgrounds
public schools

- parks

- beach and shore

- pleasure drives

- swimming polls

- mountain parks



GREATER VANCOUVER- 5 municipalities |Vancouver

Point Grey

South Vancouver
Burnaby

New Westminster




VANCOUVER 1928

1961 1,000,000

Vancouver +
Burnaby

1927 ~ 189,484
18,850 % increase

Vancouver +
South Vancouver +
Point Grey

1885 ~1000

2016 833,218

Vancouver +
Burnaby

2016 610,000

220 % increase
Vancouver



PUBLIC RECREATION

“Parks and playgrounds and
other facilities for public
recreation are today considered
indispensable in the makeup of a

great city.”
1928 Harland Bartholomew Plan



PUBLIC RECREATION PERSPECTIVE:
What facilities and spaces do
people need?



STANDARDS:

Playgrounds:

Preschool- small lots on each block
School age- schoolyards 100 sq ft
playground/student (1 yard
8,000-12,000 people)

Playfields:

Affiliated with high schools
Neighbourhood parks:

20 acres minimum

2500 families

1/2 mile walking distance
Community centres:

Indoor recreation

One in every neighbourhood



VANCOUVER Existing parks and facilities






Large Parks:

e preserve all types of native landscape

e each with a distinct feature (golf course, botanical
garden...)

Pleasure drives:
e boulevards connecting all large parks
e some may follow topography



PLEASURE DRIVE —> Heritage Landscape

1993 designated a heritage
landscape by City of Vancouver






1946 and 1960 Parks Plans



1982 PARKS MASTERPLAN



1992 URBAN LANDSCAPE TASK FORCE
CHAIR: Moura Quayle, Landscape Architect

URBAN GREENWAYS

A greenway is a linear public
corridor that connects parks,
nature reserves, cultural features,
historic sites neighbourhoods and
retail areas often along either
natural corridors like rivers or
ocean fronts or along rail rights-of-
way or streets shared for
transportation use.

Quayle, Greenways Public Ways 1992,
Vancouver BC



ESTABLISH URBAN GREENWAYS

Urban Landscape Task Force

Source: Quayle (1995) Urban greenways and public ways, Landscape & Urban Planning 33



1992 URBAN LANDSCAPE TASK FORCE

RECOMMENDATIONS (select)

e Establish urban greenways

e Celebrate legacies

e Prepare a public realm plan

e Develop a street strategy

e Undertake a landscape inventory
e Prepare an ecological management
plan

e Ecological performance standards
e Promote the urban forest

e Cultivate the city of gardens

e Urban villages

PUBLIC REALM PLAN

e Use an accessible public process
e Urban landscape inventory—
biophysical and cultural

e A greenway plan V

* An ecological management plan V
e A public realm programming
strateqgy (expand beyond recreation

to include urban agriculture and
celebration spaces)

e Include streets as multi-use spaces



1992 URBAN LANDSCAPE TASK FORCE

RECOMMENDATIONS (select)

e fstablish urban greenways

e Celebrate legacies

e Prepare a public realm plan

e Reclaim local streets for bicycles

e Undertake a landscape inventory
e Prepare an ecological management
plan

e Ecological performance standards
e Promote the urban forest

e Cultivate the city of gardens

e Urban villages

ESTABLISH URBAN GREENWAYS
e Expand the existing waterfront

greenway system V

e Fstablish the Grandview Cut as a
ecological reserve

e Establish the Arbutus Greenway V
e Establish the Hastings-Fraserview
crosscut (eastside north-south
greenway)

e Designate specific green street

linkages V



City of Vancouver 1995 GREENWAYS PLAN
A system of paths for walking and cycling across the
city.



City of Vancouver 2011 GREENWAYS
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VANCOUVER’S GREENEST CITY ACTION PLAN

Vancouver 2020:
A Bright Green Future
AKA Greenest City action plan

Make Vancouver the greenest city
in the world by 2020



VANCOUVER’S GREENEST CITY ACTION PLAN

ONE

GREEN ECONOMY & JOBS

World-wide mecca of
green jobs

Eliminate dependence on
fossil fuels

World leadership in green
building design &
construction

TWO
GREENER COMMUNITIES

Green mobility: walking,
cycling and public transit
Zero waste

Easy access to nature

Achieve a one-planet eco-
footprint

THREE
HUMAN HEALTH

Clean water: beat WHO
standards and reduce
consumption

Clean air: beat WHO
guidelines

Local food: global leader
in urban food systems



GREENEST CITY ACTION PLAN- Access to Nature

TARGETS

All Vancouver residents will be within a 5
minute walk of a park, greenway or other
green space by 2020

Plant 150,000 trees by 2020



VANCOUVER- GREENSPACE PLANNING TODAY

URBAN FOREST BIODIVERSITY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
PARKS
& RECREATION
PLANNING Report 1 June 2018

Inventory and Analysis



VANPLAY: VANCOUVER’S PARKS & RECREATION PLANNING

VanPlay- A 25-year plan

“will provide a road map to maximize
access to high-quality parks and
recreation experiences that connect
people with each other, and with
nature.”



VANPLAY: VANCOUVER’S PARK & RECREATION PLANNING

SECTIONS:

e Parks

e Recreation
e fFacilites

e Nature

10 GOALS:

Grow and Renew Assets
Protect Existing Parks and Spaces
Prioritize Delivery of Resources
Focus on Core Responsibilities
Adapt to Climate Change
Create a Green Network
Restore Wild Spaces

Foster Safety and Welcome
Seek Truth and Reconciliation
Secure Funding

“The parks and recreation system is increasingly under pressure from
competing interests for land use and funding.”



VANPLAY: PARKS

CHALLENGES:

Increased demand

Deferred maintenance

Varying needs across communities
Deteriorating biodiversity

Climate change

Sea level rise

High demand for public land

Loss of solar access

84% satisfied
49% prioritize need to improve parks— equity,
inclusion, access, affordability, maintenance



VANPLAY: PARKS



VANPLAY: PARKS 2018 2042

INCREASING DEMAND
As population grows
parkland per person
decreases



VANPLAY: NATURE

PRIORITIES FOR ACTION

Throughout all the community engagement
to date, the most commonly cited
opportunities and big ideas were on the
topics of:

e Access to nature

e Wild spaces

e Biodiversity

o Wildlife



VANPLAY: NATURE



VANPLAY: NATURE



VANPLAY: NATURE



REGIONAL GREENSPACE PLANNING
February 13, Jeffrey Fitzpatrick



City of Vancouver 1995 GREENWAYS PLAN
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City of Vancouver 1995 GREENWAYS PLAN
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VANCOUVER- 90 YEARS OF PARKS AND GREEN NETWORK PLANNING

Resilient concepts and structure
- Public parks are resilient
- Green networks idea resilient— functions change

(from pleasure drives to green networks for walking and cycling
to ecological connections)

- Park and urban forest distribution remains inequitable

- Massive “win” - Pacific Spirit Regional Park

- 10 minute walk to parks became 5 minute walk to
nature

- Parks added with time and population

Q.—Is there a tipping point in the population v.
greenspace challenge?



QUESTIONS?
COMMENTS?

....PROJECT 1



WEDNESDAY CLASS January 16

GALLERY STYLE REVIEW
PRINT YOUR PROJECTS!
All projects will be put up on the wall.

LOCATION: Landscape Architecture Annex Jury Room.
2371 Main Mall

AGENDA:

9:30 am - all projects will be tacked to a panel.

9:30 to 10:30 am Groups will be assigned two other groups
to “review” projects with.

10:30 Some teams will be asked to present their solutions
to everyone.



