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Trout Lake Park in East Vancouver during 
the fall. (Ann Hung / Flickr)
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John Hendry Park
Trout Lake 

Why did we
choose this site?

- Neighbourhood 
Park

- Relatively large 
urban park for 
the city

- Unfamiliarity with 
this park (relative 
to Stanley Park or 
Pacific Spirit Park)

- Offers many 
facilities



Located in the City of 
Vancouver, which 
encompasses 
approximately 1,600 
acres of park land, 
including 90 parks and 
20 natural areas.

Ecosystem Context 

Google Earth © 2018



City of 
Vancouver 
Greenways 
Plan      
(April 2011)

Ecosystem Context 

https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/city-greenways-network-map.pdf?fbclid=IwAR31I
plTTvyP3XuOLg-FdkevqUTRX1bN2RBamwufKkwWPSXjA6kcLO_gx_U

Google Earth © 2018



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/YVRcommercialdrstn.JPG

Commercial-Broadway Station - Millenium Line, underground greenway (Central Valley or Grandview Cut)

Ecosystem Context 
No connectivity between the greenways. 

This is a lost opportunity for a more cohesive biodiversity corridor.

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/f6/f5/e8/f6f5e8da356d46a8722c0cfb172aed94.jpg



Located in the East 
Side of Vancouver

Area: 27.3ha

Coordinates:
49°15′16″N 123°03′40″W

Lake type: Fresh water 
lake

Primary inflows: Creek 
filled in, supply is from 
rainfall and city water

Primary outflows: City 
drainage, creeks filled 
in

Ecosystem Context 



Vancouver Board of 
Parks and Recreation - 
Biodiversity Strategy 
(2016)

Biodiversity Target - 
Restore or enhance 25 
hectares of natural 
areas by 2020

Ecosystem Context 

https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/biodiversity-strategy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0_9aVblWq
3dLqtBEkX3q4JAtQSvhL5WSbHSPFQGRKXJtJNEQ3v2ZtneDM
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In between two 
highways:

- N Grandview Hwy

- Kingsway

Human Context 



In between two 
Skytrain lines:

- Millennium Line

- Expo Line

… and three
Skytrain stations:

- Commercial - 
Broadway Station

- Nanaimo Station

- Renfrew Station

Human Context 



Found within the

 Cycle Paths

Vancouver Cycling Map (May 2017) 
City of Vancouver

Human Context 



Human Context 

And surrounded by…

Multiple Parks

… yet, with little 
connection and 

signage for 
pedestrians!



Vancouver Heritage Foundation - 
Display Board from Trout Lake 

Community Centre

History 



Trout Lake provided water via a flume for Hastings Sawmill, 
located at the foot of Dunlevy Street. The park was one of 
Vancouver's first lumbering operations in the late 19th century.
The mill’s co-owner was John Hendry, a prominent figure in his 
day due to his influence in developing the region’s lumber 
industry and the lake was the water source for the mill.
In 1926, Hendry's daughter, who was married to the governor of 
the province, Eric Hamber, donated the mill property to the Park 
Board with the condition that it be named after her father.

Presentation Board Trout Lake Park History (Oct 2013)

History 



In 1963, the Grandview 
Community Centre, 

located near Victoria 
Drive, was constructed.
The community centre 
was later renovated in 

1977 and renamed 
Trout Lake Community 

Centre. 
The park is often 

referred to, by the 
locals, as Trout Lake.

Trout Lake Cedar Cottage circa 1960. 
Photo City of Vancouver Archives

History 



Soraya Sarshar (2017)

Present Day

Trout Lake Rink replaced in 2009, for the 2010 Olympic GamesLEED Gold-Rated Community Centre opened in 2012



- (Trout) Lake
- Community Centre 

(Ice rink, Gym, 
Classrooms)

- Baseball Diamonds
- Soccer Fields
- Tennis Courts 
- Playgrounds
- Parking Lot turned 

Farmer’s Market 
- Beach for People 
- Beach for Dogs 
- Walking Trails
- Public  Bathrooms
- Concession Stands 
- Gazebo 
- Picnic / BBQ area 
- Mobi Bike Stands 

Programmatic
Functions



https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/John-Hendry-Park-Workshop-Boards-Dec-2013.pdf

Design Process



The Parks Board is currently developing a long-range 
master plan for the park. The plan is meant to support 
the City of Vancouver’s Greenest City 2020 Action Plan by: 

- Enhancing biodiversity 
- Improving ecological health 
- Reducing combined sewer overflow 
- Increase access to nature 

The planning process has been on pause since 2014. 
Suggested design intervention in the Draft Master Plan: 

- Relocate north cycling route connection 
- Create park entry signage 
- Expand facilities 
- Enclosed dog area 
- Remove invasive species and plant native species 
- Implement more stormwater management systems 

by increased vegetation, restoring bog, creating a 
sediment forebay

Design Process

Draft Master Plan John Hendry Park (2014). City of Vancouver



THANK YOU !
There are worse commutes… (Ruth Hartnup/ Flickr)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ruthanddave/46071282032


