EDUC 451B

             INQUIRY WORKSHOP PROPOSAL

I. Group Members

Elliot Lo, Ryan Premack, Harold Donnelly 

II. Presentation Date

Jan 21 2015

(videotaped by Elliot )

III. Summary

Our workshop will be an introduction to teaching the blues in secondary school. It will consist of sample activities from our lessons followed by a discussion/breakdown period where we will discuss the pedagogical implications. 

IV. Materials

Instruments, blues handouts, recordings of blues and backing tracks, whiteboard, music stands, chairs, amplifiers.

V. Objectives

Blues content - pentatonic, blues scale and form, licks and riffs. 

learn and improvise on blues and pentatonic scales. 

recognize and identify blues form

develop and use vocabulary from the jazz/blues idiom

critically evaluate pedagogical implications for teaching blues and improvisation

VI. Activities  

     (didactic  + interactive) 

- Call and response with blues and pentatonic scales

- Ear training activity outlining harmonic structure of the blues (hand raising game)

- Everyone takes a solo using pentatonics & blues (rest of class plays roots behind soloist)

- "Next steps" discussion of pedagogical implications (what do I teach next?), evaluation and adaptive practices

VII. References (4-6)

- Jamey Aebersold Vol. 42 “Blues in All Keys”

- Lawrence Fritts Backing Tracks

- “The Jazz Language” Dan Haerle,

- “The Jazz Theory Book” Mark Levine

- Splanky - Count Basie Orchestra - The Complete Atomic Basie

- The House is a Rockin - Stevie Ray Vaughan - In Step

- Crossroad - Robert Johnson - The Complete Recordings

- Something Like Olivia - John Mayer - Born and Raised

