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Taking a closer look at where 
some of the top ranked 

countries by per capita CO2 
are located.
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Infographic by Jessica Hak Hepburn 2017. Maps: Projection; Winkle Tripel, Classification; Jenks natural breaks. Data: Tom Boden and Bob Andres, Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Center, Oak Ridge National Laboratory. Gregg Marland, Research Institute for Environment, Energy and Economics, Appalachian State University. 
Text Source: The World Bank 2017, retrieved from https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC. Icon Source: Noun Project; Michael Wohlwend (Coal), YuguDesign (Liquid fuel), Bakunetsu Kaito (Gas fuel).
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Breaking down CO2
 Emissions and Comparing Rates in 1964 and 2014

Breaking Down CO2 : How do Canada, USA, and China Measure up?
Countries with Highest Total CO2 Emissions in 2014 Countries with Highest Per Capita CO2 Emissions in 2014  
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Emissions from 
solid fuel 

consumption refer 
mainly to burning 

coal.

Emissions from 
liquid fuel 

consumption refer 
mainly to emissions 

from use of 
petroleum-derived 
fuels as an energy 

source.

Emissions from gas 
fuel consumption 

refer mainly to 
emissions from use of 

natural gas as an 
energy source.

Since the industrial revolution, land-use change and the burning of 
carbon-based fuels have increased concentrations of atmoshpheric 
CO2 throwing the carbon cycle off-balance. Emissions from CO2 are 
from burning oil, coal and gas for energy use, burning wood and waste 
materials, and from industrial processes such as cement production.  
This excess of carbon is increasing earth’s surface temperature resulting 

in anthropogenic climate change (The World Bank 2017).
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While China has the highest total CO2 emissions for 2014, its historic 
contribution is much lower than the USA.

When looking at per capita CO2 emission trends, we see that China 
has been significanlly lower than USA or Canada over time. However, 
China does have a much higher population over a smaller area.
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